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ALLEA General Assembly

The ALLEA General Assembly and Assembly Conference 2010 took place in
Stockholm, on 15-17 April 2010, and were hosted by the four Swedish Member
Academies of ALLEA (Royal Swedish Academies of Antiquities, Engineering,
Forestry, and Sciences).

Taking the cue from one of the pioneering activities of the Royal Swedish Academy of
Sciences in the field of science education and from the discussions at the ALLEA
Working Groups “Science Education” and “Evaluating for Science” and the Standing
Committee on Science and Ethics, the scientific conference programme looked at
different aspects of the notion of “learning” (apprenticeship; transfer of skills and
knowledge; creativity and sustainability etc.). A wide range of speakers from across
Europe and beyond (Africa, the Americas, Asia), from academia, business, and
international organisations, all provided new angles for discussion and debate. Sessions
covered “Education and science in primary and secondary schools”, “the paradox of the
changing university regime”, “learning for innovation” and “global learning for sustainabili-
ty”. Participants agreed that Academies needed to show even stronger engagement in
stimulating better science education, argued strongly in favour of proper support for
fundamental research in Academy institutes and universities, and proposed a number of
specific measures (for example: supporting “women in science”). The presentations are
available on the GA conference website.

The business meeting of the General Assembly heard and approved reports for 2009 and
debated matters to do with ALLEA’s statutes, strategy and finances. The business
meeting unanimously approved the minutes of the business meeting of the previous GA
(Madrid, 18 April 2008), approved the Board’s financial report for 2009 and the activities
report for 2009. It also unanimously discharged the Board of its responsibility. Attendance
at the business meeting of the General Assembly suffered somewhat due to the hasty
departure of several delegates seeking to avoid being caught in Scandinavia by the
effects of the Icelandic volcanic ash cloud that disrupted air traffic in Europe for some 10
days. The Member Academies present agreed that steps need to be taken to further
strengthen the independent voice of science in Europe as represented by the Academies.
To this effect they approved in principle the new scheme of financial contributions elabo-
rated by the Board in response to a request of the General Assembly 2008; a more
specific articulation of envisaged expenses will be included in the implementation plan to
the ALLEA strategy. They also agreed, in principle, on a new set of statutes (formal
agreement of the respective Assemblies will be sought in the course of the year). See
also below the message from the President.
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» General Assembly and meetings of the Board /
Steering Committee

The ALLEA Board/Steering Committee met on 9 March
2010 in Brussels to finalise the reporting for the ALLEA
General Assembly (financial report; activities report), to further
develop the ALLEA Strategic Plan and hear an update on
preparations for the General Assembly conference. Also
discussed were the changes in the European landscape of
research organisations in preparation for the meeting on the
subsequent day: on 10 March 2010 the Board met together
with delegates from most of the 19 Academies that are also
members of ESF met in Brussels for the 3rd ALLEA-ESF
high level meeting. They learnt from the ESF President and
CEO about plans for a new organisation to be formed with the
EuroHORCs (the informal group of the European Heads of
Research Councils). The meeting was used for Academy
presidents and delegates to be informed and to allow them to
discuss what contributions Academies can make to the
emergence of such a new and stronger ESF. Academies were
invited to produce a first reactions for the upcoming meeting
of the ESF Governing Council. During previous meetings,
specific proposals had been made to strengthen the role of
Academies in ESF.

ALLEA Steering Committee meeting
09.03.2010 — Brussels (BE)

Item 1 General Assembly 2010

1.1. Short report on state of preparations of the conference
1.2. Additional items to be added to the business meeting
(update)

Item 2 Finances

2.1. Update on and consequences of feedback from Member
Academies about the financial plan

2.2. Update on financial report 2009 (past practice; format for
report 2009 for the GA; future requirements)

Item 3 Statutes

Consequences of the introduction of the strategic and
financial plan:

3.1. Update on changes of statutes (discussions with Dutch
notary)

3.2. Update on KNAW support for the secretariat (short
report)

Item 4 Activities

Short progress reports about new and ongoing activities (to
the extent that they are of relevance for discussions at the
GA)

4.1. Young Academies

4.2. Other activities as discussed at the strategy meeting in
Amsterdam

Item 5 Feedback from MA's regarding ESF (as preparation
for the meeting with ESF)

The ALLEA General Assembly business meeting was
convened in Stockholm at the conference centre of the Royal
Swedish Academies of Engineering (IVA), on 17 April 2010. It
was preceded by the General Assembly conference under
the title “Learning: from apprenticeship to wisdom” and

hosted by the four Swedish Member Academies of ALLEA

(Royal Swedish Academies of Antiquities, Engineering,
Forestry, and Sciences). For more information about the
conference, see also above p.1-2.

The business meeting heard and approved the reports for
2009 and debated and decided on matters to do with ALLEA’s
statutes, strategy and finances. Member Academies agreed
that steps need to be taken to further strengthen the
independent voice of science in Europe as represented by the
Academies. There was some concern about the recent
developments in ESF; also the balance of interests between
EU and non-EU members in ALLEA was addressed, as was
the balance of interests between learned societies and
research performing academies. The questions of closeness
to and independence from political authorities was debated in
the context of national land supra-national (EU; UN)
institutions; the issue was found to cut across different
categories of members, whether learned societies and
research performing academies, and was found to depend a
great deal on the respective histories of national academies
and national science systems. The Member Academies
present engaged in a lively discussion about the draft new
statutes, which would notably clarify membership issues, and
approved, in principle, the financial scheme of membership
dues, that had been submitted by the Board as requested by
the previous General Assembly, with the proviso that offers of
in-kind support be included in a multi-annual forward planning
exercise and that expenditure be brought in line with the
priorities outlined in the Strategic Plan. In his concluding
remarks ALLEA President Juri Engelbrecht reflected on the
debates and decisions at the business meeting. He noted that
the baseline document for the Strategic Plan was accepted as
a declaration of principles and as a framework document, and
that Board and secretariat were asked to revise the text in
such a way that more specific areas of intervention be
identified in an implementation plan. It is important that a
distinct profile is visible for ALLEA as the European inter-
academy organization. The President came to the conclusion
that a number of important decisions had been taken; the
desire to have a more specific implementation plan to work on
for the period from 2012 was evidence of a willingness on the
part of members to engage more strongly in Europe through
ALLEA.

ALLEA General Assembly - business meeting
17.04.10 - Royal Swedish Academy of Engineering Sciences

Introduction by President

1. Minutes ALLEA General Assembly Madrid, 2008
2.Financial Report 2009 (Discharge of Steering Committee)
3. Annual Activities 2009

4. Amendments to Statutes and By-Laws

5. Financial Plan

6. ALLEA Strategic Plan 2010-2015

7. Terms of reference for a call for expressions of interest to
host the ALLEA secretariat

8. Terms of reference for a call for expressions of interest to
host the next General Assembly with Conference

9. Composition of Steering Committee

10. Any other business
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» Standing Committee on Science and Ethics

The ALLEA Standing Committee on Science and Ethics
held a regular meeting on 15-17 February 2010 at the
Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters in Oslo. Under
the chairmanship of Ludger Honnefelder the committee
debated emerging challenges at the interface of science,
ethics and society. Among the ongoing work, pride of place is
given to the finalisation of the European Code of Conduct on
Research Integrity, to be presented at the
world conference on research integrity in
Singapore in summer 2010. A related
topic was identified for future activities,
namely different forms of plagiarism,
including plagiarism in textbooks. Among
the new topics currently under
preparation, the functioning of ethics committees in member
academies was highlighted. A session of the meeting was
devoted to preparing the follow-up to the international horizon-
scanning workshop on ethics as a part of research training,
held in conjunction with the Committee meeting. Programme

Photocredits: Eirik Furu Baardsen

The workshop on the study of ethics as part of research
training convened on 16 February 2010 at the Norwegian
Academy of Science and Letters was the first stage of a
horizon scanning exercise, aimed at identifying best practice
and proposing principles and guidelines for the study of ethics
as part of research training. Prepared largely by Committee
member Dagfinn Fgllesdal, the exercise aims at identifying
cases of best practice and principles and guidelines for the
study of ethics as part of research training. The ALLEA
workshop, organised as an “expert hearing”’, examined
current practices and also moved towards identifying
requirements for the future. This first meeting initiated a
process that would lead towards a catalogue of
recommendations: the aim is to look at the teaching and
study of ethics as part of research training notably in doctoral
programs in the context of the wider science and society
dialogue. Perhaps for the first time for a meeting of this kind,
speakers from all scientific disciplines (incl. social sciences
and humanities) came together and pointed out that while
ethics has become part of research training in all their
respective fields, specifics in terms of science and society
interaction may need to be better reflected; also the issue of

interdisciplinary work will need attention. One key element will
be an adequate reflection of the consequences of the ever
increasing internationalization, mobility and interdisciplinarity
of cutting-edge research. Speakers addressed, among others,
the following questions: Should the study of ethics be included
in research training, and if so, why? What should be the aim
of this study of ethics? How can it best be carried out?
Which topics should be studied? What is the best balance
between study of theory and practical training? They reported
on their local and global, discipline-specific and generic
experiences — positive as well as negative — and were invited
to also reflect on future requirements. One of these current
challenges is how to integrate the new ethical responsibilities
that emerge hand in hand with the progress of science in the
different fields. The question of how best to make aspiring
researchers familiar with their ethical and legal responsibilities
in their fields was the core issue of the meeting.
Full programme.

ALLEA international horizon scanning workshop - ethics as part
of research training
16.02.2010, Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters, Oslo (NO)

Opening Remarks

Reidun Sirevag - Past Secretary General, Norwegian Academy of
Science and Letters

Ludger Honnefelder - Chair ALLEA Standing Committee Science &
Ethics

Overview over current issues (international and national)
Chair: Dagfinn Follesdal

"Science and Responsibility - A review of recent activities by
ICSU and UNESCO in the ethics of science"
Jens Erik Fenstad - University of Oslo, Norway

"Ethics as a university mandate: why and how?"
Carola Freiin von Villiez - University of Duisburg-Essen, Germany /
University of Oslo, Norway

"Current work on curricula and teaching material for the study of
ethics as part of research training in Europe”

Dirk Lanzerath - Deutsches Referenzzentrum fur Ethik in den
Biowissenschaften (DRZE), University of Bonn, Germany

Disciplinary issues: Natural Sciences
Chair: Ayse Erzan

"Making research ethics relevant to natural science students"
Deborah Oughton - University of Oslo and University of Environment
and Biology, Norway

"How to convince natural science PhD students that ethics is
important."”
Ragnar Fjelland - University of Bergen

Disciplinary issues: Social Sciences and Humanities
Chair : Ludger Honnefelder

"Ethics as part of research training a Challenge to Social
Sciences: the case of psychology"

Pieter Drenth - Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences,
Amsterdam, the Netherlands

"Remarks on the case of political science"
Knut Midgaard, Raino Malnes, Anne Julie Semb - Department of
Political Science, University of Oslo, Norway

10.
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The case of humanities: "Mindfulness - an important part of what
we want to bring across in ethics training."
Tom Eide - Diakonhjemmet University College, Oslo, Norway

Disciplinary issues: Biology and Medicine
Chair: JoZe Trontelj

Biology

"Towards an ethics curriculum for young stem cell researchers
(a joint project of IWE Bonn and Medizinische Hochschule
Hannover) "

Michael Fuchs - Institut fuer Wissenschaft und Ethik and DRZE,
Univ. Bonn, Germany

Grethe Foss - Norwegian Biotechnology Advisory Board; Remarks

Medical research

"Science ethics and research ethics for PhD-students at the
Faculty of Medicine some challenges and tentative solutions"
Bjgrn Hofmann - Section for Medical Ethics, University of Oslo

Jens Erik Paulsen - Section for Medical Ethics, University of Oslo;
Remarks

"Online resources for training in research ethics: the Norwegian
example"

Espen Gamlund - Director, The National Committee for Research
Ethics in Social Science and the Humanities in Norway

Concluding Session:
Chair: Dagfinn Follesdal

At a working meeting on 22 March 2010 in Split, ALLEA
Honorary President P. Drenth presented the draft text for the
European Code of Conduct on research integrity, as it had
been discussed at the ALLEA Standing Committee on
Science and Ethics during its Oslo meeting in February. The
3rd working group meeting of the ESF MO Forum on
Research Integrity was hosted by the National Foundation of
Science, Higher Education and Technological Development of
the Republic of Croatia, the University of Split School of
Medicine and the Committee for Ethics in Science and Higher
Education. The meeting heard progress reports, and, in
preparation for the World Conference on research Integrity in
July 2010 in Singapore, worked towards a coherent
integration of the four trajectories developed by the working
groups, and moved towards agreement on the presentation of
the European Code of Conduct in Singapore by ALLEA
Honorary President P. Drenth. One of the ESF working
groups identified the Academies as chief actors in raising
awareness on the issue in the different national scientific
communities and their diverse institutional settings. The
ALLEA Director suggested that for the Singapore follow-up
workshop a template for such awareness activities should be
drawn, which, based on recent experiences at the Royal Irish
Academy and at the Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts
and Sciences, would highlight the role of the Academies.

Following an initiative by its Standing Committee on Science
and Ethics, ALLEA convened a meeting on support for
research and higher education in Palestine at the
Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters, Oslo, on 7 June
2010 with delegates from Palestinian and European agencies,
academies (including the Palestinian Academy of Science
and Technology) and universities. The President of the Israeli

Academy of Sciences and Humanities had also been invited,
but could not attend the meeting. The driving force behind the
meeting was Dagfinn Fgllesdal, from the Norwegian Academy
of Science and Letters and member of ALLEA’s Standing
Committee on Science and Ethics, who had presented a
compelling report on the situation of research and higher
education in Palestine to an earlier meeting of the Committee.
The aim of the meeting was practical: moving beyond the
statement compiled during a previous meeting towards
concrete actions, the meeting collected the reactions of
Palestinian research institutions to the statement elaborated
by the ALLEA Standing Committee by way of a needs
assessment for the strengthening of research and higher
education in Palestine, and started developing a plan of
priority actions. Participants agreed on the following measures
to be taken by Committee members and ALLEA at large to
implement the recommendations of the statement: strengthen
the impact of the joint university action PEACE; ask for
support from the Israeli Academy of Sciences and Humanities
in publicising the documentation listing violations of the
freedom of Palestinian scientists in the pursuit of their work;
ask ALLEA Member Academies to identify possibilities to
support the mobility of Palestinian researchers; support as
much as possible planned conferences in Palestine (and,
given its isolation, for the time being especially in Gaza), by
generating financial support for attendance and attending in
person; endeavour to establish teaching and exchange
programmes with Palestinian institutions of higher learning. A
small steering committee composed of Palestinian and
European scientists will facilitate the implementation of the
recommendations. Programme.

Meeting on support for research and higher education in
Palestine

Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters
07.06.2010

Opening

Nils Christian Stenseth - President, Norwegian Academy of Science
and Letters

Jiri Engelbrecht - President, ALLEA

Ludger Honnefelder - Chair ALLEA Standing Committee Science &
Ethics

Kaare Norum - Former Rector, University of Oslo.

Overview of current issues
(What is being done, what needs to be done. Good and bad
experiences, problems, etc)

Presentation of PEACE:
Espen Bjertness - Professor of Medicine, University of Oslo,
Member of the Board of PEACE.

Presentation of IPSO

The History and Development of IPSO, including successes to date
Torsten Wiesel - President Emeritus of the Rockefeller University,
Founding member of IPSO. Nobel Prize 1981

Current difficulties and steps to overcome them
Hassan Dweik - Executive Vice President , Al Quds University,
Jerusalem, and co-director of IPSO

Needs Assessment and Proposals, 15-minute presentations by
the Palestine representatives

11.
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Mahmoud Sirdah - Vice Dean, Deanship of Postgraduate Studies
and Scientific Research, Al-Azhar University, Gaza

Hassan Dweik - Executive Vice President, Al Quds University,
Jerusalem

Roger Heacock - Professor of History, Ibrahim Abu-Lughod Institute
of International Studies, Birzeit University

Izzeldin Abuelaish - Michael and Amira Dan Professor in Global
Health at the Dalla Lana School of Public Health at the University of
Toronto

Imad Khatib - Palestine Polytechnic University, Hebron, and
Secretary General, Palestine Academy for Science and Technology
(PALAST)

Summing up of the morning’s sessions
Riidiger Klein — Executive Director, ALLEA

Discussion of the issues raised. Plans for what should be done
Moderator: Ayse Erzan - Professor of Physics, Istanbul Technical
University, member of ALLEA Standing Committee Science & Ethic

Experiences and new plans, based on long term cooperation in
medical research and higher education between University of
Oslo and Palestinian institutions.

Espen Bjertness - Professor of Medicine, University of Oslo,
Member of the Board of PEACE.

Agenda for the future

» ALLEA Working Group Evaluating for Science

The ALLEA Working Group “Evaluating for Science”
convened ALLEA Member Academies to a consultative
meeting to discuss the applicability of guidelines (European
Evaluation Protocol) for institutional evaluations, which
the group — composed of scientists and evaluation experts —
as been developing. The meeting was hosted on 28-29 June
2010 in Mainz by the Union of the German Academies.

Academies, by tradition and by definition, are in the business
of identifying and rewarding individual excellence. As all sorts
of evaluations have become more pervasive as universities
and academy research institutes move towards greater
budgetary autonomy, ALLEA believes that researchers
themselves should reflect, in very practical terms, on the ways
in which the performance of their institutional environments
should be assessed. Against this background, the envisaged
guidelines seek to simplify evaluations, and at the same time
render them more meaningful, as part of a continuous
improvement and performance enhancing process. The group
worked to reach agreement on a commonly accepted set of
parameters for the assessment of achievements, potential
and societal impact of research: in its quest for appropriate
indicators, the workshop sought to take into account the
process of “doing research”, often a long-term process and
commitment. Hence, the ability of institutes to develop
credible forward looking strategies to nurture a productive
research environment was considered by participants as
important as would be retrospective assessments. The
protocol discussed aims to recover evaluation as a scientific
exercise (and not merely as a managerial task), and

considers peer review, informed by intelligently composed
indicators, as an element of scientific exchange about the
progress of knowledge.

ALLEA Member Academies from EU countries and beyond
presented their evaluation practices and agreed that there is a
need for a more compatible and comparable set of evaluation
guidelines in the different countries. Long ago, many
Academies who themselves are running research institutes,
had started using a self-evaluation protocol proposed by
ALLEA, but welcome the modifications and the inclusion of
societal impact elements as well as output other than
scientific publications. Delegates provided comments on the
draft protocol and identified further needs for academy
intervention in the field of “evaluation”.

ALLEA Consultative Meeting “Evaluating for Science”
Union of the German Academies of Sciences and Humanities
28 - 29 June 2010, Mainz - Germany

Welcome and tour de table
Chair: Peter van der Vliet, Chair ALLEA Working Group
Evaluating for Science

Session 1: Institutional evaluations in the broader context of
evaluations: definitions
Progress report: Peter
“Evaluating for Science”
Presentation of the key elements of the “European Evaluation
Protocol”

van der Vliet, Chair ALLEA WG

Session 2: Background and context (national, international):
demarcations

The Dutch context: revision of the Self-Evaluation Protocol and
social impact analysis: Jack Spaapen, KNAW

The European context: other evaluation initiatives, Rudiger Klein,
ALLEA

Session 3: Country case studies (Pt.1)

(focusing on national, institutional specificities and traditions, role
of the academies, and possible use and usefulness of such a
protocol)

Country case studies (Pt.2)

(focusing on national, institutional specificities and traditions, role
of the academies, and possible use and usefulness of such a
protocol)

Presentations and contributions from AT, BG, HR, CZ, FR, DE,
LV, LT, NL, NO, PT, SK, TR, UK

Tuesday 29 June

Session 4: Modifications of the model

Adapting the protocol to needs identified during the country case
studies

Working Group and participants’ comments and discussion

Session 5: Further Evaluation Topics

Presentation and discussion of new topics for further activities of
the WG

Working Group and participants’ tour de table and discussion

Conclusions and next steps

12.
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» ALLEA Working Group Science Education

During a Steering Group meeting on 7-9 January 2010 in
Santiago de Chile, the IAP programme on science
education discussed the programme for the upcoming
conference on science education which will be held in Europe
(York; UK). ALLEA will support the European section of the
conference and was represented by the chair of the Working
Group Science Education. The focus of the conference will be
on the new challenges that using the IBSE (“Inquiry-Based
Science Education”) method will entail, when it is applied to
secondary school education. One of the challenges faced in
the “transition” to secondary schools is the separation of
science into traditional disciplines (physics, chemistry,
biology, earth sciences, environmental sciences), both in term
of curricula and teacher training. This separation does not
occur at the primary level (except for mathematics). IBSE
programmes in secondary schools will have to make an effort
to bring about disciplinary integration in the understanding of
scientific concepts, even where this integration may go
against most curriculum structures as well as those of teacher
training. Also, since pupils at secondary school level have
become very sophisticated in using ICT (and since it can be
expected that over the next 5 years most schools in most
parts of the world will most likely be connected to the
internet), this opportunity must be taken into account in the
discussion. Other specific opportunities and necessities are
age-related: for example, adolescents in secondary schools
are much more conscious of social issues, including topics
such as environmental preservation, social responsibility and
ethics in science. Last, but not least, they face the task of
choosing a career path and gaining entrance into tertiary
education, which again may influence their outlook on
science.

On 29 June 2010, the chairman of the ALLEA Working Group
on Science Education, Pierre Lena, of Académie des
Sciences, on behalf of the Working Group wrote a letter to
the Council of Ministers, highlighting the need to reform
science education in Europe in order to catch up with the
Lisbon agenda. The letter proposed a meeting for a joint
consultation of the directorates devoted to facilitating
research, education and development at a European level,
and offered the services of the National Academies to make
sure that the efforts at European and global level are better
reconnected to national activities and vice-versa. A meeting
at the office of the Commission presidency is foreseen for
late summer.

The Working Group Science Education will come together
for a working meeting on 29 October 2010 in York (UK) at
the end of the conference “Taking IBSE into secondary
schools” (27-29 October 2010), sponsored by IAP, ALLEA
and others and to be held at the National Science Learning
Centre.

» ALLEA Project ‘Towards a European Young Academy’

On 8-9 February 2010, ALLEA convened at the Instituto de
Espafia in Madrid a consultative workshop of its Member
Academies at under the title ‘Towards Young Academies in

Europe’. ALLEA Member Academies discussed models for
establishing a Young Academy and familiarised themselves
with the portfolios of other young-researcher organisations in
Europe (see for more information below). The workshop was
divided into two days: day one was devoted to the
presentation of existing national Young Academies (Germany,
the Netherlands, Austria) and of the GEBIP programme, the
Young Scientists Award Programme launched in 2001 by the
Turkish Academy of Sciences. A tour de table helped to share
information on national patterns of support for early career
scholars and scientists, and the state of development in those
countries that consider the establishment of new Young
Academies. Day two saw the presentation of ALLEA’s project
“Towards a Young Academy in Europe” (EYA) by ALLEA
Vice-president Nicholas Mann, British Academy, followed by
presentations of a variety of other young researcher support
initiatives in Europe and beyond. (GYSA, EURYI, EuroDOC,
Marie Curie Fellows Association and WAYS).

The ALLEA meetings have helped to generate a good level of
engagement among Member Academies with the notion of a
young academy: more than a dozen Academies are now
actively involved in establishing or considering similar
schemes. Discussions on national YA’s on day one focused in
on a number of key issues, and these were further explored in
the context of the ALLEA proposal. The tour de table during
which 20 Member-Academy representatives spoke, revealed
that a great deal of progress has been made since the last
survey of young-scholar support in the first half of 2009. Three
examples are: the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences with
their Young Academy project, funded privately for 3 years; the
council of young scholars set up by the Polish Ministry,
deliberately with an advisory function; and the
Montenegrin Academy’s newly established
centre for young scientists and artists. In /.fl}\’
addition, the exchanges created by ALLEA %f"_’t_-.g'
among the three existing Young Academies

had helped stimulate the idea of a joint ID Ii
scientific conference, on occasion of the 10th

anniversary of the German Young Academy in  INSTITVTO
June 2010 Link to the programme and the B ESPANA
news item.

Towards Young Academies across Europe - sharing experiences
and building capacities

An ALLEA Member Academies’ consultative meeting
08-08.02.2010, Instituto de Espafia, Madrid (SP)

Monday 8 February 2010
Welcome

National Young Academies in Europe
Chair: Salustiano del Campo Urbano
Instituto de Espafia, Member ALLEA Steering Committee

Presentation of existing National Young Academies (DE, NL):
structure and new ways of developing science perspectives
Hildegard Westphal (DE) - German Young Academy

Philip Walter (AT) - German Young Academy

Brenda Penninx (NL) - Dutch Young Academy

Existing Young Academies: structure and projects (AT, TK)
Chair: Dominique Willems
Royal Flemish Academy of Belgium for Science and the Arts
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Structure and Projects of the Austrian Junge Kurie
Norbert J. Mauser (AT) - Austrian Young Academy

The GEBIP Programme of the Turkish Academy of Sciences
Arzum Erdem Girsan (TK) - GEBIP Programme

National patterns of support for young scholars and
perspectives for National Young Academies

Chair: Nicholas Mann

British Academy, Vice-President ALLEA

Introduction: ALLEA survey 2009
(followed by extended tour de table with short presentations)
Ridiger Klein - ALLEA Executive Director

Tuesday 9 February 2010

International perspectives
Chair: Yucel Kanpolat
Turkish Academy of Sciences, Member ALLEA Steering Committee

Part 1: European Young Academy

(incl. presentation of the March EYA workshop on “Grand Challenges”
to be hosted jointly

by ALLEA and the Turkish Academy of Sciences)

Speaker: Nicholas Mann - British Academy, Vice-President ALLEA

Part 2: Other international initiatives

Maite Aldaya - IAP / World Economic Forum “New Champions”
meetings (incl. presentation of the GYSA meeting, Berlin);

Sjef Barbiers - EURYIl Ward Winners;

Snezana Krstic - EuroDOC(European Council of doctoral candidates
and young researchers);

Gianna Avellis - MCFA (Marie Curie Fellows Association);

Philippe Lacour - World Association of Young Scientists WAYS;

Conclusions and follow-up
Nicholas Mann
British Academy, Vice-President ALLEA

The ALLEA Vice-president Nicholas Mann was scheduled to
address an workshop 13-15 February 2010 in Berlin,
organised by the German Young Academy with financial
support from the 1AP, Leopoldina, and the Alfred Krupp von

Bohlen und Halbach-Stiftung, where about 40 junior
researchers from more than 20 countries gathered to form the
Global Young Scientists’ Academy (GYSA), many of the
delegates being participants in the recent science sessions at
the New Champions events of the World Economic Forum in
China 2008/09 (see for more information below). The ALLEA
Project “Towards a European Young Academy” served as an
example for a supranational initiative, though its focus is also
to aim and reconcile the aspirations of young researchers with
the requirements of Academies as established national
institutions. Workshop participants passed a constitution for
the GYA and elected an executive committee that is
mandated to expedite the foundation of the GYA. Co-Chairs
of the GYA are Gregory Weiss (USA) and Nitsara
Karoonuthaisiri (Thailand). The GYA plans to expand its
membership to 200 of the most talented researchers in their
mid-30’s from every scientific discipline and geographical
region - each nominated by his or her country’s national
academy

Yicel Kanpolat, President of the Turkish Academy of
Sciences, and ALLEA vice-president Nicholas Mann, co-
chaired the 3rd ALLEA brainstorming workshop in the
series “Towards a European Young Academy” under the
title under the title “Grand Challenges of interdisciplinarity:
science policy choices and societal responsibility”,
hosted by the Turkish Academy of Sciences with financial
support from L'OREAL on 26-28 March 2010 in Antalya. For
this workshop, ALLEA Member Academies and others had
selected 22 young scientists, currently based in Belarus,
Bosnia, Czech Republic, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Israel,
Kosova, Latvia, Italy, Macedonia, Moldova, Montenegro,
Norway, Poland, Serbia, Spain, Sudan, the United Kingdom
and Turkey, where the Young Scientists Award Programme
(GEBIP), launched in 2001 by the Turkish Academy of
Sciences, also aims to set up a Young Academy of Scientists.
The workshop alternated plenary presentations of young
scientists and lectures by senior scientists and science policy
makers from Belgium, Croatia, Finland, the Netherlands,
Turkey and the United Kingdom. During the break-out working
sessions participants were divided into three groups and
discussed among others the following issues: 1) the process
of devising science priorities: is there a role for the next
generation of leading scholars; 2) Grand Challenges and
interdisciplinarity: what new science from the next generation
of leading scholars? 3) requirements for interdisciplinary
integration; responsibilities and roles of the next generation of
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leading scholars.  Participants discussed
possible roles for a “European Young
Academy” in contributing to such debates,
which are likely to have lasting effects on
their research and career environments, and
prepared a statement on priority setting in
science and higher education from the vantage point of early
career researchers that will be discussed among ALLEA
Member Academies all across Europe.

TUBA

Project Towards a European Young Academy “Grand
Challenges” brainstorming workshop
26-28.03.2010, Antalya (TR)

Friday 26 March 2010

Opening remarks )
Yucel Kanpolat - President, Turkish Academy of Sciences (TUBA)
Nicholas Mann - British Academy, Vice-President ALLEA

Introduction: R.Klein - Executive Director ALLEA
Session 1: Chair: Tarik Celik, Vice-President TUBA
Self-presentations by participants

Session 2: Chair R. Klein, ALLEA

Lecture: Grand Challenges and European science policy
N.N. (the view from the European Commission)

Break-out sessions
(the process of devising science priorities: is there a role for the next
generation of leading scholars?)

Lecture : Grand Challenges and science visions
Kari Raivio, Finnish Academy (ICSU) (the view from global academy
organisations)

Break-out sessions
(Grand Challenges and interdisciplinarity: what new science for the
next generation of leading scholars?)

Saturday 27 March 2010

Session 3: Chair N. Mann, British Academy
Feedback Session

Panel: Grand Challenges of interdisciplinarity: science policy
choices and societal responsibility

(the view from social and human sciences)

Milena Zic-Fuchs, SCH and Croatian Academy of Sciences and Arts
Luk van Langenhove, Vice-President of the International Social
Science Council (ISSC)

llhan Tekeli, Turkish Academy of Sciences (TUBA)

Break-out sessions

(requirements for interdisciplinary integration; responsibilities and
roles of the next generation of leading scholars)

Session 4: Chair Y. Kanpolat, — TUBA

Feedback Session

Break-out session

Sunday 28 March 2010
Session 5: Chair N. Mann, British Academy

Towards a Workshop document

“Grand Challenges in Science: the voice of the next generation”

Feedback and Break-out sessions

Conclusions and follow-up
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Science policy activities of Member Academies

The Academy of Sciences and Arts
ANU of Bosnia-Herzegovina reports that it
p hosted on 19-21 November 2009 at
% its seat in Sarajevo the international
AHY conference of the 5th South-East
HX European Bioethics-Forum under
the title “Bioethics between religion
and secularism”. A project “bioethics
in South-Eastern Europe” had been funded by the German
Volkswagenstiftung since 2006 with a number of objectives,
among them to strengthen the interdisciplinary training of
relevant staff in the region and to set up a reference centre for
bioethics in Zagreb. More information.

The Royal Flemish Academy of Belgium for Arts and
Sciences reports that on 8 December 2009 it solemnly
installed the fourth class, the Class of Technological
Sciences, on an equal footing with Classes of Natural
Sciences, Human Sciences and the Arts. Ever since 1987 the
Academy had been supporting the Academy Committee for
Science and Technology (CAWET) as a platform for high-
level expertise from industry, business and academia. In the
course of 20 vyears, the committee had ,\s\i,
produced more than 50 reports, notably on

issues where society can benefit from

independent advice. Future topics of the new

Class will include among other themes work on

biofuels and on energy efficient construction.

The British Academy, the Royal Society of London,
KNAW, the Polish Academy of Sciences and the Royal
Irish Academy participate in the EU-funded ERA-Net CO-
REACH aimed at facilitating and funding multi-lateral
collaborative social science research programmes  with
China. On 4 January 2010, it was revealed that initial results
of the 2nd round of CO-REACH calls were very encouraging:
a total of 118 pre-registrations had been received;
subsequently, more than 80 full proposals were submitted by
Sino-European research teams. All proposal had to comprise
at least two research groups from two different European
countries and one research group from China (CASS
institute), and 14 proposals were selected for funding. More
information.

Rathenau Institute, an
independent research institute
operating under the umbrella of
KNAW  (Royal
Academy of Arts and Sciences)
in the Hague, presented on 12
January 2010 a new report
“Science Systems Compared:
a first description of
governance innovations in six
science systems” (Denmark,
France, Germany, ltaly, the s
Netherlands, UK). The study
comes to the conclusion that
reforms are necessary, since the
Netherlands have lost their leading position which they held in

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

Netherlands ~ SSaimEs

in six science systems

Rathenau Instituut

Europe in the 1990’s. Lack of internal competition among
Dutch universities, the near-monopoly of the national science
foundation NWO, and a stronger R&D governance are some
of the controversial issues raised. The study was conducted in
response to a request of the Ministry of Education, Culture
and Sciences.

On 12 January 2010, the Royal Society of London
launched a new report - 'New frontiers in science
diplomacy: Navigating the changing balance of power’,
based on a two-day meeting hosted in June 2009 in
partnership with the American Association for the
Advancement of Science (AAAS). Science diplomacy has
never been more important, as many of the defining
challenges of the 21st century — from climate change and
food security , to poverty reduction and nuclear disarmament
— have scientific dimensions. 'Science diplomacy’ is still a fluid
concept that can usefully be applied to the role of science,
technology and innovation: informing foreign policy objectives
with scientific advice (science in diplomacy); facilitating
international science cooperation (diplomacy for science);
using science cooperation to improve international relations
between countries (science for diplomacy). The launch
coincided with a major conference on biodiversity (see below):
at the opening ceremony, UK Foreign Secretary David
Miliband, spoke about the importance of science diplomacy
and diplomacy in science. During the conference, a side-
session focused on the Royal Society project to analyse the
shifting balance of power in global science: data,
collaboration, large international centres, diversity of smaller
research units. More information.

A 2-day conference on biodiversity (12-14 January 2010),
entitted "Integrating ecosystem services into biodiversity
management" was held at the Royal Society of London just
prior to the |IAP General Assembly (15 January 2010; see
above) and examined a broad range of issues related to the
protection and sustainable use of the world's natural
resources. The conference marked one of the first
international events to take place during the UN-designated
International Year of Biodiversity, as well as the beginning
one of the year-long celebrations of the Royal Society 350th
Anniversary. Conference programme.

BACAS (Belgian Academy Council of Applied Science)
published a report "Belgian Research in_the European
Context" on 15 January 2010. The report should be a
reference point for discussions on science policy in the run-up
to the Belgian EU presidency in the 2nd half of 2010. It is
based on a statistical analysis of the performance and
structure of Belgian science, but also includes the results of a
survey conducted among individuals and institutions in both
the private and the public sector about the programming and
management of science in Belgium.

On 18 January 2010, the Energy Committee of the Royal
Swedish Academy of Sciences issued a statement on
wind power, in which it expects a massive expansion of wind
power in the decades to 2050, predicting, globally, an annual
average increase of 8%.

Thus, by 2050, wind power may account for 10% of electricity
worldwide (compared to 1.3% today).
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Berlin-Brandenburg  Academy of Sciences and
Humanities (BBAW) will celebrate throughout 2010, together
with many other Berlin-based science organisations, the
300th anniversary of its statutes (1710; having been
founded by Leibniz in 1700); the same year also saw the
publication of the first volume of ,Miscellanea Berolinensia“.
The long series of events was inaugurated on 22 January
2010 (,Berlin — Hauptstadt fur die Wissenschaft 2010“: Berlin
— capital for the sciences 2010). More information.

On 27 January 2010 the 2nd
ERA.Net RUS workshop was
successfully held in Moscow
under the title: "Opportunities
and needs for advanced
cooperation schemes of S&T
and innovation programme
owners in EU MS/AC and

: Russia". The Russian
Academy of Sciences was one of the leading stakeholders
involved in S&T cooperation present among the 60
participants. More information.

At the “Clusters In Europe” Conference held in Budapest on
27-28 January 2010, President Jdzsef Palinkas
demonstrated the involvement of the Hungarian Academy of
Sciences in the country’s cluster program through the
example of a pharmacological cluster. The rich tradition in
pharmaceutical industry in Hungary and the knowledge base
of the academic institutes in Debrecen are the forces behind
the new Pharmapolis Innovative Pharmaceutical Cluster
accredited in 2009. According to the President, it is also of
national interest to improve the links between elements of the
innovation chain of the Hungarian pharmaceutical industry
itself. “Our plans involve concrete items whose scale is
significant at the European level, and whose potential
extensions contribute appreciably to the European innovation
capacity”, Palinkas said. The conference was organized by
the European Cluster Alliance, created under the PRO
INNO Europe initiative and providing a platform for regional,
national, and European actors, with the objective to define
and implement a European cluster policy agenda.

The Royal Swedish Academy of Agriculture and Forestry
presented a report commissioned by the Swedish FAO
Committee and entitled “Towards food security in Africa”
at a seminar on 1 February 2010. The purpose is to stimulate
interest in issues relating to global cooperation, particularly
work being undertaken at FAO, the UN specialized agency for
agriculture, forestry, fisheries and food. Three African
countries, Ghana, Malawi and Zambia, have been singled out
for special discussion in the hope that this will inspire
interesting ideas and initiatives for future work in connection
with agricultural issues in Africa.

The Pontifical Academy of Sciences held a study day on
“Nuclear Disarmament, Non-Proliferation, and
Development” at Casina Pio IV in Vatican City on 10
February 2010.

It was reported on 11 February 2010, that the Bulgarian
Academy of Sciences (Institute of Oceanology) provides

European scientific teams with access to the research ship
“Academik” and the RS-8V research submarine in the
framework of competitively allocated ship-time under the
EUROFLEETS FP7-project. EUROFLEETS is geared towards
integration of the owners of European scientific research
fleets in order to improve the coordination and stimulate the
efficient use of the vessels in the service of European
scientific marine studies. The project joins 24 institutions from
16 countries and will assist studies on the monitoring and
sustainable management of the regional seas and the
oceans. “Academik” has so far performed 169 research
expeditions with various scientific missions. 18 of the
international expeditions were partly financed by programs of
NATO, the Global Ecological Fund and the European
Commission. The ship has taken part in a number of studies
of national importance, such as determining the sea borders
of Bulgaria, ecological monitoring, geophysical mapping,
studying fish resources. Since the year 2000, the number of
expeditions has steadily increased. EUROFLEETS website.

J
¥ fleets ¥4
T\ e
A new monograph “Science in Bulgaria in the early 21st
century. An analysis” was presented at the Bulgarian
Academy of Sciences on 12 February 2010. The volume
gives the first comprehensive analysis of the state of science
in Bulgaria, in addition to providing an up-to-date “Who is who
in Bulgarian Science”. It has been argued that the lack of an
adequate analysis of science may count among the reasons
why no national strategies for the development of science and
scientific research have so far been developed in the country.
The study reveals that compared to the EU average, where
research institutions draw 80% of their resources from
government finances, BAS and the Academy of Agricultural
Sciences (AAS) can rely on only 50-60% of their budget being
secured through state subsidies (covering basically overhead
expenses), while the rest is covered by competitively acquired
scientific research grants. The monograph also points to the
deplorable situation where Bulgaria is ranked among the
lowest spenders on science, with an unenviable 0,48% of
GDP, set to fall even further in 2010, and a mere 3 per 1.000
citizens being employed in fields that can be qualified as
science and innovation. Worldwide Bulgaria is ranked, for
scientific output, 45th among the 144 countries studied, and in
terms of citations normalized to 1 Mio. population, Bulgaria is
on the 39th place, with BAS producing an overwhelming 54%
of the scientific publications. ALLEA and ESF had conducted
a full-scale international
evaluation of the 69 research
institutes  BAS in view of
equipping them better for the
competition in the European
Research Area.

BbATAPCKA AKAAEMMS HA HAYKMTE

The Global Science Report, launched by the Royal Society
of London in co-operation with Elsevier as was reported on
15 February 2010, will map and analyse where, why and by
whom science is being carried out around the world. It will
examine how international networks of collaboration are
changing the way in which scientific research is conducted
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and funded: how will the increased engagement in science of
emerging economies alter global priorities for future research?
The study will look at opportunities and challenges arising
from these developments for global decision makers in
science, business, NGOs and government: how can
international collaboration in science be used most effectively
to tackle global challenges like climate change? The study will
analyse publication data, for which Elsevier will provide
access to the Scopus abstract and citation database, the
SciVal Spotlight application and other analytical tools; it is
hoped that it will also look into methods for measuring the
impact and success of international research collaborations.
The study will include consultations with scientists, research
communities and other organisations including partner
academies, government and scientific networks. The study is
expected to be published in November 2010.

Rathenau Institute, an independent research institute
operating under the umbrella of KNAW (Royal Netherlands
Academy of Arts and Sciences) in the Hague, presented on
15 February 2010 a new report prepared for the European
Technology Assessment Group under the title “Making
Perfect Life Bio-engineering (in) the 21st Century”. The
document is the end result of the preparatory phase (August
to November 2009) of the STOA-project “Making perfect life”.
It deals with the framing of the project, referring as it does to a
set of engineering capabiliies and ambitions that have
developed at the beginning of this century. It explains and
illustrates this by looking at four different domains of bio-
engineering: engineering of the body, of living artefacts, of the
brain and of intelligent artefacts. The report argues that there
is a need to reflect from a societal point of view on the new
developments in these engineering fields within the life
sciences and info-cogno sciences.

A meeting at the Royal Society of London on 22-23
February 2010 was devoted to “Greenhouse gases in the
Earth system: setting the agenda to 2030”. 2010 marks the
fiftieth anniversary of Keeling's first publication of atmospheric
CO2 measurements. This meeting discusses the use of long-
term monitoring to understand greenhouse gases in the Earth
System. New scientific advances promise regional audit of
emissions, assessment of uptakes, and better understanding
of controlling and feedback processes. The meeting will
assess these, shaping the agenda for the next 20 years. The
proceedings of this meeting are scheduled to be published in
a future issues of Philosophical Transaction A. See here for
the programme and podcasts of the meeting.

On 23 February 2010, the new British Academy Policy
Centre published its first report, Social Science and Family
Policies”. The report does not seek to make
recommendations about specific family policies, but rather to
encourage support for the high quality social science research
needed to address the complicated family issues of the 21st
century. Policymakers can use the report as a tool to develop
greater and more beneficial interaction with social scientists
on an issue that all parties see as fundamental. The authors
show how good social science can check the validity of
observations to see if they are representative, reveal the ways
in which different individuals respond to similar causes,
indicate which associations are likely to reflect causation,

reject the fallacy that it is possible
to find a single cause for complex
situations or conditions and
measure whether policies are
getting to grips with problems that
have been identified. This is the
first report from the new British
Academy Policy Centre,
established in October 2009 with
A matching funding provided by the
IETIREEE  UK's  Economic  and  Social
: Research Council. The Centre
\ ‘ l oversees a programme of activity
engaging with the expertise of the
social sciences and humanities to
shed light on policy issues. A forthcoming report will deal with
the reform of the electoral system.

The Hungarian Academy of Sciences, whose founder,
Count Istvan Széchenyi built a bridge over the Danube and
played a major role in making the river navigable, hosted the
2nd Conference on the EU Strategy for the Danube
Region on 25-26 February 2010. Leading up to the Danube
conference was the European Council’s 2009 decision to draft
a new regional strategy involving every nation living alongside
the Danube. During the conference, the prime ministers of the
countries of the Danube region also touched on the cultural,
economic, infrastructural and environmental aspects of the
overall strategy. Hungary may play a crucial role in the
success of the Danube-strategy since the details of the co-
operation will probably be accepted during the time of
Hungary’s EU Presidency in the first half of 2011. Against this
background, HAS President Jozsef Palinkas encouraged the
countries alongside the Danube to consider establishing a
research facility for monitoring the quality of water and
bedrock in the river. Urging the co-operation of scientific
institutes along the river Danube at a diplomatic meeting with
Bozidar Deli¢, deputy prime minister of Serbia the HAS
president said he believed it would be beneficial to set up a
network of institutes to help nations involved in the Danube-
strategy better represent their respective interests and build a
reliable shared database. More information.

On 3 March 2010, E. R. de Arantes e Oliveira, vice-president
of the Academia das Ciéncias de Lisboa, spoke in Maputo
about improved science cooperation among lusophone
countries on occasion of the signing of the Memorandum of
Understanding between the Academia de Ciéncias de
Mogambique and the Academia das Ciéncias de Lisboa. E. R.
de Arantes e Oliveira, in his presidential address of 2009, had
already insisted that contributions to the scientific
development of the developing world would be a mainstay of
the international policies of the Academy outside Europe,
notably through the network of Academies in the North and

the South. Full speech.

An international workshop on “Cultural Heritage and
manuscript collections in Central/Eastern Europe” was
held, with support from Berlin-Brandenburg Academy of
Sciences and Humanities (BBAW), at the Academy of
Sciences of the Czech Republic in Prague on 3-6 March
2010. The workshop aimed at laying the foundations for a
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wider European project, to be developed in collaboration with
“Staatsbibliothek  zu  Berlin-PreuBBischer  Kulturbesitz”.
Workshop programme.

m ALLEA Hon. President Pieter
e W Wi e Drenth presented a  draft
European Code of Conduct
on Research Integrity at a
meeting of Dutch research
organisations convened at
KNAW  (Royal Netherlands
Academy of Arts and Sciences)
in Amsterdam on 8 March
2010. This was the first
meeting of its kind, bringing
together the relevant Dutch
research organisations which
work together in the national
research integrity office (LOWI),
namely KNAW, the national
research council NWO and the universities ‘conference
(VSNU). Experiences in dealing with research integrity issues
at Academies, universities and research funding organisations
(and their research institutes) were discussed. Also the Dutch
Young Academy participated in the debate. Publication (in
Dutch), arising from this workshop.

WETENSCHAPPELIJKE
INTEGRITEIT

On 8 March 2010, Berlin-Brandenburg Academy of
Sciences and Humanities (BBAW) presented a critical 300-
page study of the recent multi-billion science funding initiative
in Germany known as ,Exzellenzinitiative”. The study “Die
Exzellenzinitiative — Zwischenbilanz und Perspektiven”
looks at initial impact (beyond funding, and prior to scientific
results), and makes some recommendations for future rounds
of funding (2011-2017). “Exzellenzinitiative* is described as a
decisive shift of paradigms in HE policy in Germany. The
Academies — independent from the HE system as such - are
seen as ideal locale from which to critically analyse and follow
these developments. By the same token, the study
acknowledges that the key roles played by the German
Research Foundation DFG (the country’s major funder) and
the Science Council (Wissenschaftsrat) in developing and
implementing the funding initiative helped to ensure credibility,
and to enforce scientific (not political) criteria in the allocation
of funds. The study leaves no doubt that the intiative had
highlighted the visibility of existing and emerging quality
differences between German universities and accelerated
their further differentiation within the national science system.
It also emphasises that there is urgency to give a similar
boost to teaching excellence across the HE sector in
Germany. More information.

On 8 March 2010, KNAW (Royal Netherlands Academy of
Arts and Sciences) witnessed the presentation of a new set of
Guidelines for the evaluation on societal relevance of
academic research by the ERIC project. ERIC (“Evaluating
Research in Context”) is a partnership between the
Netherlands Association of Universities of Applied Sciences
(HBO-raad), the Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and
Sciences, the Netherlands Organisation for Scientific
Research (NWO), the Association of Universities in the

Netherlands (VSNU) and the Rathenau Institute’s Science
System Assessment department. Since the 1990s, academic
research in the Netherlands, based at universities and at
research institutes overseen by KNAW and NWO, has been
regularly evaluated with the help of a common protocol (SEP:
Standard Evaluation Protocol). With the assessment of
societal relevance gaining more prominence this set of
guidelines is meant, in the Dutch version, to supplement these
protocols, presenting a method for assessing societal
relevance. An English version is being prepared. The ERIC
partners also coordinate the FP7-funded SIAMPI project,
which studies the ‘societal impact’ of research, focusing on
the process by which this impact comes about, i.e. productive
interaction  between researchers and non-academic
stakeholders (see:).

‘The scientific century: securing our future prosperity’ is
the title of a new report published by the Royal Society of
London on 9 March 2010. The advisory group to the report
was chaired by Sir Martin Taylor FRS and included two Nobel
Laureates, two former ministers of science, and leading
figures from two high-tech companies. The report draws on a
year of evidence gathering, analysis and consultation and
assesses the role of science in any long-term strategy for
economic growth, focusing on the successful but fragile
nature of the UK’s innovation economy. The report distils two
urgent messages. The first is the need to place science and
innovation at the heart of the UK's long-term strategy for
economic growth. The second is the fierce competitive
challenge we face from countries which are investing at a
scale and speed that we may struggle to match. The report
makes six recommendations around the long-term support
and investment in science: 1) Put science and innovation at
the heart if a strategy for long-term economic growth; 2)
Prioritise investment in excellent people; 3) Strengthen
Government's use of science; 4) Reinforce the UK’s position
as a hub for global science and innovation; 5) Better align
science and innovation with global challenges; 6) Revitalise
science and mathematics education.

As the Dutch Young Academy =

celebrated its first lustrum with a festive goooloo
session on 18 March 2010, the first poppoaoo
cohort of members left the DJA and ten gfjooono.

new members were introduced.
Membership of the DJA is limited to five
years, and no direct accession to membership in what has
come to be called the “classical Academy” of KNAW is
contemplated. The event was celebrated by a symposium
'Wetenschapscommunicatie 2.0' (“Science Communication
2.0”) and saw the launch of the new website.

de jonge akademie

On 10 March 2010, Robbert Dijkgraaf, President of KNAW
(Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences) accepted
on behalf of the InterAcademy Council, the request by the
UN Secretary General to conduct an independent review of
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
processes and procedures in order to further strengthen the
quality of the Panel's reports on climate change. The review
will examine every aspect of how the IPCC’s reports are
prepared, including the use of non-peer reviewed literature
and the reflection of diverse viewpoints, as well as institutional
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aspects, including management functions and the panel's
procedures for communicating its findings to the public. The
review will be led by the IAC co-chairs Robbert Dijkgraaf and
Professor Lu Yongxiang, president of the Chinese Academy
of Sciences. The IAC will conduct its work independently
according to its procedures for carrying out expert studies.
The international experts who serve on IAC studies are not
paid for their participation and are pro bono volunteers. More

information.
IpCC

INTERGOVERNMENTAL PANEL oN ClimaTe change

The annual science policy symposium of the Royal Danish
Academy of Sciences and Letters was convened by the
Academy's comittee on research policies on 10 March 2010
(“Samfundets bevagenhed - Universiteternes
ansvarlighed Hvad kan forskerne, universiteterne og
forskningsradene selv gere?”). The Committee assists the
Presidium, inter alia by preparing hearing answers and
recommendations to external committees. These annual
meetings to discuss research policies are an occasion for
Academy members, external experts and decision-makers to
debate openly issues of critical importance for the future of
research and Higher Education in the P N

country. For a collection of the
discussion papers (in Danish:

“Samfundets bevagenhed -
Universiteternes ansvarlighed. Hvad kan
forskerne, universiteterne og

forskningsradene selv ggre? (March
2010)": Click here to read the paper

Chaired by Sir Roger Jowell, the symposium “Towards A
Better Tomorrow? The Crucial Role of Social Science”, was
convened at Royal Society of London on 16 March 2010 as
part of the “Festival of Social Science, 12-21 March 2010".
Researchers, government and policymakers addressed how
social science research can strengthen its involvement in
policymaking, increase its impact and combat potential public
expenditure cuts. Social scientists need to demonstrate the
value of their research and the power of their expertise and
convince government about the short and long-term
contributions this can make to addressing national and
international challenges, such as exploring human and social
implications of scientific breakthroughs, analysing the
consequences of proposed new policy directions etc. The
presentations and discussions are available in streamed
audio on the British Academy website.

On 16 March 2010, the Royal Society of London and the
American Association for the Advancement of Science
(AAAS) published a joint briefing (Nuclear Disarmament
Policy Briefing) ahead of the Review Conference of the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) in May 2010. The
document sets out various ways in which scientists can help
ensure a positive Review Conference. Despite the many
political challenges, progress can still be made on the
scientific aspects of nuclear disarmament. Investing in this
research has huge diplomatic benefits by providing concrete
evidence of nuclear weapon states taking seriously their

obligations to pursue disarmament under the NPT. The
document sets out a number of key roles for scientific
cooperation. On 20 May 2010, this was followed up when
Nature published an article by Lord Martin Rees, President of
the Royal Society, and U.S. Senior Policy Advisers B.
Koppelman and N. Davison (see: Scientific steps to nuclear
disarmament) calling for the establishment of an international
advisory group on nuclear disarmament and a network of
international disarmament laboratories to take forward its
recommendations. Briefing.

The Swiss Academy of Sciences was co-organiser, on 17
March 2010, of a conference on research collaboration
with West-Africa. The conference in Berne aimed at
conveying information about the successes in scientific and
human interaction, and to stimulate greater interest in such
collaboration across all scientific fields, especially among the
younger researchers. More information.

The British Academy and the British Institute for the Study of
Irag were among the co-sponsors of a conference
“Rethinking the Middle East? Values, Interests, and
Security Concerns in Western Policies toward Iraq and
the Wider Region, 1918-2010”, convened at the Academy’s
premises on 17-19 March 2010. In analysing the interactions
of regional and outside (mostly Western) powers in the Middle
East, this comparative and interdisciplinary conference
brought together political practitioners and historians, political
scientists, and international relations scholars. Political
scientists and historians assessed the foreign policies of
important external powers towards Iraq and the wider regions
as well as the constructions and  narratives
accompanying/justifying specific policies, with a particular
focus on EU-Middle East relations and US policies. The
conference also examined the policies of influential domestic
Iraqi political actors and other regional powers, whose
international role has been affected by the political
developments in Iraq. More information. The management of
the British Institute for the Study of Iraq (established as British
School of Archaeology in Iraq in 1932) is based at the British
Academy; it supports research collaboration with and in Irag.
More information.

The Royal Society of London hosted an interdisciplinary
meeting under the title “Handling uncertainty in science”
on 22-23 March 2010. The meeting discussed how scientists
from a range of disciplines handle the issue of uncertainty in
their area of specialisation: i.e. how uncertainty can be
characterised, estimated, predicted and communicated. The
meeting also addressed the question of how decisions are
made, and should be made, in the light of scientific
uncertainty. Audio recordings of the meeting are available to
download, and the proceedings are scheduled to be published
in a future issue of Philosophical Transactions A.
Programme and abstracts.

The newly elected IAP Executive Committee (EC) held its first
meeting in Amsterdam on 23-24 March 2010 at KNAW
(Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences), incl. a
joint session with the IAC Board. IAP have given themselves
a new name “IAP: the global network of science academies”.
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A symposium on Islamic Studies was organized by the
British Academy and the Higher Education Funding Council
for England on 23-24 March 2010. Organised in response to
a request from the Prime Minister to investigate the idea of
setting up in Britain a ‘European Centre for Excellence for
Islamic Studies’, it was envisaged that the conference would
facilitate inter-disciplinary connections across the European
Islamic Studies community, and raise awareness and the
profile of Islamic Studies in the UK. Topics discussed
included: Islam’s relationship with other faiths; unity and
diversity in Islam; adapting Islam to the modern world; Muslim
identity; the future of Islamic Studies. The symposium ended
with a public lecture by Dr Dalia Mogahed, a key adviser to
Barack Obama, on Muslim attitudes to terrorism and
extremism under the tite Who Speaks for Islam?. Link to
programme and report on symposium.

On 24 March 2010, the renewed format for the research
information portal “NARCIS” managed by KNAW (Royal
Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences) was revealed.
The portal www.NARCIS.nl provides access to information
about researchers based in the Netherlands , their institutes
and projects, as well as to ¥2 million publications, incl. Open
Access full texts. The portal now includes features that allow
updates in certain scientific fields.

In a joint statement issued on 24 March 2010, KNAW, the
national research councili NWO and the universities’
conference VSNU, supported the currently existing Dutch
system for inter-university collaboration in graduate and
doctoral education, whether as graduate schools (often
grown out of and based on local priorities) or research
schools. They emphasised that better governance and
stronger financial support are required to maintain quality and
competitiveness. The inter-university collaboration is crucial in
many fields to achieve critical mass of teachers and students
alike; they should be considered an adequate structural
response to a characteristic of the Dutch higher education
system and hence be seen by funders as a long-term
institutional engagement. The evaluation of such research
schools will be supported, in the future, by the use of the
modified Standard Evaluation Protocol (SEP), in use for years
in other research institutions in the country. The Working
Group was chaired by Pieter van der Vliet, who is also Chair
of the ALLEA Working Group Evaluating for Science,
where he leads the efforts to adapt the Dutch experience with
modifiable Standard Evaluation Protocols (SEP) into the
European context. The report is available (in Dutch) on the
KNAW_ website, witness to the Academy’s leading role in
meta- and systems-evaluations in the country.

8 The British Academy was venue

| to the UK launch on 27 March
&/ 2010 of the report “Frameworks
for Africa-UK Research
= Collaboration in the Humanities
and Social Sciences”. The
writing of the report was funded
' by the British Academy. Next to
leading figures from the UK Africa policy circles, the launch
was attended by Prof. Goolam Mohamedbhai, secretary
general of the Association of African Universities (download

his presentation here). The Nairobi Report synthesises 2
years of reflection and discussion amongst UK and African
scholars across the humanities and social sciences. Graham
Furniss, Chair of the British Academy's Africa Panel and Pro-
Director at London’s School of Oriental and African Studies,
summed up "The Nairobi Process" in his keynote (download
here). The process has helped to sustain a timely debate
about the future of the humanities and social sciences in
African universities, and to ensure that these disciplines are
not forgotten in the drive to scale up STEM training and
research. Html version of the report (with links).

The African launch of the Nairobi Report, as it is also known,
had been on 18 March 2010 at the British institute in Eastern
Africa in Nairobi, Kenya. Programme of the launch event.
The BIEA exists to promote and undertake research in all the
disciplines in the humanities and social sciences within the
wider region of eastern Africa. Based in Nairobi, it maintains a
library and research facilities. It is supported by the British
Academy. More information.

During Ingvar-Lindqgvist-day 2010 on 29 March 2010 the
Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences continued with its
programme of debating with science teachers how best to
introduce the latest advances in science into classrooms.
Award-winning teaching schemes were presented and, wider
ranging discussions also touched upon the dangers of
pseudo- and anti-science. Video recordings of the event.

A new EASAC statement on “Climate change and
infectious diseases in Europe” was released on 30 March
2010; the statement confronts decision-makers with the need
to identify and support the necessary adaptation responses to
new patterns of infectious disease propagation. From 1 April
2010, the EASAC secretariat is no longer be based at the
Royal Society in London, but has moved to Leopoldina in
Halle/S. in Germany. EASAC is composed of delegates from
science academies in EU countries and provides science-
based policy advice for decision-makers within the EU, based
on current research results, and compiled science-based
recommendations on politically relevant topics. The EASAC
portfolios are energy, biosciences and the environment. The

current chairman is the former
President of Leopoldina, Volker
ea ter Meulen, who will be replaced
by Brian Heap of Academia
Europaea.
The Belarusian Republican Foundation for Fundamental
Research (BRFFR) and the Academy of Sciences of
Moldova (ASM) will be supporting 19 joint research
projects from 1 April 2010 to 31 December 2011. The
projects were selected and approved for funding after the
recent call for proposals jointly carried out by BRFFR and
ASM. The call has been organized for the 2nd time in line with
the agreement on cooperation signed by the two parties in
2007. The thematic area of the call was quite wide and
included such topics as: using the human, material and
information  resources for sustainable development;
biomedicine, pharmaceutics, health promotion; agricultural
biotechnologies, soil quality and food supply security;
nanotechnologies, industrial engineering, new materials;
energy efficiency and security. The projects presented to the
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call correspond to the top-priority areas of the basic research
plans in Belarus and Moldova and are able to make a
considerable contribution in expanding and deepening of the
scientific knowledge.

ICLTT

On 1 April 2010, the Austrian Academy Corpus project was
transformed into a new research institute of the Austrian
Academy of Sciences, “institut_fiir Corpuslinguistik_und
Texttechnologie (ICLTT)”. It is initially established for three
years and will be led by the linguist Gerhard Budin. The
linguistic corpora managed by the institute have their focus on
Austria-/Habsburg-related German language texts from the
19th and 20th century. Corpus linguistics and text
technologies are highly internationalised fields of research,
also because standardisation is highly developed in view of
the ,semantic web“. The field has received further impulses by
the inclusion into the ESFRI Roadmap of the European
project CLARIN (Common Language Resource and
Technology Infrastructure), a consortium with which ICLTT is
seeking closer cooperation.

Institut fiir
Corpuslinguistik und
Texttechnologie

On 6 April 2010 the German Academy of Sciences
Leopoldina, Deutsche Akademie der Technikwissenschaften
(acatech), and Berlin-Brandenburgische Akademie der
Wissenschaften (BBAW, for the Union der Deutschen
Akademien der Wissenschaften) issued a joint statement on
the revision of EU Directive 86/609/EEC on the protection of
animals used for scientific purposes. The academies
appeal to policy-makers (the European Parliament, the
European Council of Ministers, the European Commission) to
achieve a balance between animal protection and research
when developing the directive, in the interests of effective
health protection. They asserted that the draft, which plans for
drastic limitations and blanket bans, created an imbalance
and was disadvantageous to basic research and biomedical
research. The use of nonhuman primates for scientific
purposes, they said, must be regulated in a manner which is
geared towards the purposes of the experiment and does not
impede biomedical research and the development of
medicines. Full text statement.

On 7-8 April 2010, G8 Academies [Canada, France,
Germany, ltaly, Japan, Russia, UK, USA] met in Ottawa in the
run-up to the G8 summit to prepare joint statements
designed for the heads of government. The Academies
agreed on two joint statements prepared in advance by two
working groups. These were the on “Innovation for
Development” and “Health of Women and Children”. They
should be published during the run-up to the G8 meeting,
which is to take place on 25-26 June 2010 in Muskoka,
Canada, so that they can influence the final communiqués of
the heads of state and government. The Canadian Deputy
Foreign Minister and G8 Sherpa Leonard Edwards confirmed
that the main priorities of the Canadian government for the
2010 G8 Summit included the areas of the two statements.

The Ethiopian Academy of Sciences was launched in on 10
April 2010 with a one-day conference for 300 international
scientists and politicians. Speeches were given by the new

President of the EAS, Prof. Demissie Habte, the President of
Ethiopia, Girma Wolde-Giorgis and the Foreign Secretary of
the Royal Society of London, Lorna Casselton. Plans for a
national academy of science in Ethiopia have been developed
by Ethiopian scientists since 2008. Since 2006, the Royal
Society Pfizer African Academies Programme, run in
partnership with the Network of African Science Academies
NASAC, had supported the development of the strategy and
structure of the Academy. The following priorities have been
identified for the Academy: 1) to provide the Government with
evidence-based scientific advice; 2) to encourage the
development of science and technology in Ethiopia; 3) to help
with science education. The African Academies Programme
will continue to support the EAS until the end of 2011.

Leopoldina, Deutsche Akademie der Technikwissenschaften
(acatech) and Berlin-Brandenburg Academy of Sciences
and Humanities (BBAW), representing the Union der
Deutschen Akademien der Wissenschaften jointly convened a
conference on 12 April 2010, looking at “the future of
energy”. Scientists held a public discussion on workable
paths towards an energy system of the future, a format that
was described as “a new element of policy advice”.
Participants emphasised: “Energy research needs to open up
possible courses of action for energy policy”. In the course of
the conference, Sven Kullander, vice-president of the Royal
Swedish Academy of Sciences, referred to the work of the
Swedish Academies’ energy panel and to the work of the
EASAC Energy Steering Panel. See
also:.“Recommendations for an integrated energy
research programme for Germany”.

Following an often controversial debate about the Weissbuch
«Zukunft Bildung Schweiz» (White Book “Future, education,
Switzerland”), produced by the Swiss Academies in 2009,
the Academies convened on 21 April 2010 an expert
workshop jointly with the Swiss association for pedagogical
research (Schweizerischen Gesellschaft far
Bildungsforschung). After a first public debate in Biel on 25
September 2009, this workshop brought together researchers,
representatives from the world of education, politics, business
and industry, and the trade unions, and underscored the
urgency of the debate. The White Book had sketched some
scenarios about the development of the national educational
system until 2030 and had sparked a very lively debate also in
the media. Issues at stake that were discussed included
social inequalities, governance and globalisation. One of the
challenges for the educational system is to offer more
opportunities to all, and to support social upward mobility. The
results of the meeting will be published. More information.

A conference “The Royal Society and Science in the 20th
Century” on 22-23 April 2010, brought together leading
scientists and historians of science to examine the
development of the Royal Society of London during the 20th
century and the Society's impact on science in the UK and
beyond. Topics discussed during the sessions included the
question of how the Society sought to influence national
science policy and its role in scientific relations with post-war
Europe, Africa and the Commonwealth. The role of women in
the Royal Society and how the Society has been portrayed on
film were also considered. The final session discussed ways

22.



http://www.oeaw.ac.at/icltt/
http://www.oeaw.ac.at/icltt/
http://www.leopoldina-halle.de/cms/fileadmin/user_upload/Statement-Animal_testing-EN.pdf
http://www.rsc.ca/media.php
http://www.rsc.ca/media.php
http://www.bbaw.de/veranstaltungen/archiv-2010/100412_perspektiven_energieforschung/BBAW_100412_Perspektiven_Energieforschung.pdf.pdf
http://www.bbaw.de/veranstaltungen/archiv-2010/100412_perspektiven_energieforschung/BBAW_100412_Perspektiven_Energieforschung.pdf.pdf
http://www.acatech.de/fileadmin/user_upload/Baumstruktur_nach_Website/Acatech/root/de/Aktuelles___Presse/Presseinfos___News/Energiepapier_final_1_.pdf
http://www.acatech.de/fileadmin/user_upload/Baumstruktur_nach_Website/Acatech/root/de/Aktuelles___Presse/Presseinfos___News/Energiepapier_final_1_.pdf
http://www.akademien-schweiz.ch/zukunft_bildung_schweiz/Debatte_ZBS.php
http://www.akademien-schweiz.ch/zukunft_bildung_Schweiz/

in which an organisation like the Royal Society can have
demonstrable impact on modern science, and what can
emerge from scientists and historians working together to
address these issues. Papers will be published in a special
edition of Notes and Records of the Royal Society later in the
year.

The Health Committee at the Royal Swedish Academy of
Sciences has initiated two State of the Science Conferences.
On 12-14 April 2010, the first conference dealt with “Trends
in child and adolescent mental health”, while the second
conference on 26-28 April 2010 covered “Relationships
between the school system, teaching, school children’s
cognition and their mental health”. The two conferences follow

the model for “State of the
KUNGL. Science and  Consensus

VETENSKAPS- Conferences” set up by the
AKADEMIEN NIH, the National Institute of

Health at the US Department
of Health and Human Services.
Under the NIH-model, an independent panel of experts
evaluates the current level of knowledge related to questions
formulated in advance in order to produce a formal written
statement based upon systematic literature reviews, expert
statements and open discussions. See here for a link to the
programme and the report and the video recording.

THE ROYAL SWEDISH ACADEMY OF SCIENCES

On 30 April 2010 the proceedings of a major conference held
in 2009 went online on the e-doc sever of the Berlin-
Brandenburg Academy of Sciences and Humanities
(BBAW). The symposium “Research and Reunification”
(“Wissenschaft und Wiedervereinigung”), held on 24
November 2009, looked at the effects of the transformations
after the end of the German Democratic Republic (DDR) on
the science institutions in the country. Much of the former
East German Academy of Sciences was dismantled,
universities were radically restructured, but it remained
unclear whether, at the time, opportunities were also lost to
look critically at the West German HE and R&D system.
Some 20 years after the events, the symposium — and now
the volume — bring together unique testimonies and studies of
leading participants in the processes. Link to the

programme

A joint research project in collaboration
between Academy of Sciences of
Moldova (ASM), and the Swiss Federal
Institute of Technology in Lausanne (EPFL)
and funded by the SCOPES Programme of
the Swiss National Science Foundation
(SNF) and the Swiss Agency for
Development and Cooperation (SDC) was
officially launched on 30 April 2010. The
project aims to “Connect the scientific diaspora of the
Republic of Moldova to the scientific and economic
development of the home country”. The overall objective of
this research project is to advance knowledge about the
Moldovan scientific diaspora in the main destination countries
and to offer a number of recommendations for the Moldovan
Government and the scientific community, that can be useful
to leverage the potentialities of the scientific diaspora, and to
enable ways of establishing a permanent mechanism of

cooperation between all interested actors, in order to get
involved in the development process of the home country.

The Pontifical Academy of Social Sciences devoted its
16th Plenary Session on 30 April-4 May 2010 at Casina Pio
IV in Vatican City to an examination of the current global
economic crisis under the title: “Crisis in a Global
Economy. Re-Planning the Journey”. The session
considered many political, cultural, and ethical, as well as
economic, dimensions, and paid special attention to its
different manifestations in developed and developing
countries and explored some of the new challenges the crisis
poses for Catholic social thought. More information.

In the framework of the S&T cooperation programme between
the National Authority for Scientific Research of Romania
(ANCS) and the Academy of Sciences of Moldova (ASM),
24 joint research projects were approved for funding to be
implemented from 1 May 2010 to 11 November 2012. The
aim of the programme is to strengthen the cooperation, links
between the researchers of the two countries in all scientific
fields and the implementation of scientific results in fields of
common interest. An important criterion in the selection of the
projects was the potential to further develop the research
cooperation within European and international R&D
programmes, especially the European Commission’s 7th
Framework Programme. The list of selected projects.

On 5 May 2010, the Royal Swedish Academy of Letters,
History and Antiquities KVHAA (Kungl. Vitterhets Historie
och Antikvitets Akademien) organised a conference on
university rankings and bibliometric measurements. Both
themes are of crucial importance for many fields covered by
KVHAA and will constitute the subject of a special sub-group
of the ALLEA Working Group on evaluation. Link to the

programme.

Joze Trontelj, President of the Slovenian Academy of
Sciences and Arts, visited the Serbian Academy of
Sciences and Arts in Belgrade, on 6-7 May 2010. The
meeting reviewed some of the previously existing and newly
emerging areas for collaboration. There might also be some
benefit in jointly applying for European funds. President
Trontelj acknowledged that the Slovenian side would be ready
to restore the cooperation between the two Academies while
the focus should rest on the implementation of concrete
projects. The Slovenian Academy’s Center for Scientific Work
could mobilise its members to submit concrete cooperation
projects. There was also agreement on the need to look for
new ways to support young talented researchers; the
Academies could, for example, establish centers for education
of the young. JozZe Trontelj delivered at the Academy a lecture
entitled “The Role of the European Academy in Education,
Science and Ethics”.

The Polish Academy of Sciences continued its tradition of
convening international conferences on topical issues in
scientific publishing with the international conference
organised in Warsaw on 7 May 2010 under the title
“Transparency in Science, Open Access, and Scholarly
Publishing”. Sessions with international and domestic
speakers focused on national policies (Canada, China,
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France, Poland) and on discipline-specific issues (medicine,
humanities).

The French Académie des Sciences offered training in
hands-on science education to 50 trainers and decision-
makers from non-European educational systems during a
week-long course held on 17-22 May 2010, at Sévres near
Paris. Participants got acquainted with the methods and tools
developed in France under the heading La main a la pate.
Organized in collaboration with the French Ministry of Foreign
and European Affairs, this was the first international seminar
on science and technology education; it was held at the
International Centre for Educational Studies (CIEP) and
addressed inquiry-based science education (IBSE) issues and
strategies for innovation in educational practices. ALLEA’s
Working Group on Science Education, also led by
Académie des Sciences, is working towards spreading the
inquiry-based science education approach through the
European network of Academies on science education.
Detailed information about the seminar.

18 May 2010 was celebrated as the «Franco-Chinese day
on science education» during the World ExPo in Shanghai.
The event at the French pavilion was organised by
I’Académie des Sciences and their programme “La main a la
pate”, together with its Chinese counterpart Zuo zhong xue,
promoted by South-Eastern University at Nanking and the
Chinese Association for Science & Technology. On the
Chinese side participants included Wei Yu, former vice-
minster of education, vice-president of the Chinese
Association for Science and Technology and founder of Zuo
zhong xue, and Li Jinghai, vice-president of the Chinese
Academy of Sciences. Chinese and French teachers and
students presented some of their projects.

A workshop on 24-25 May 2010 at the Royal Swedish
Academy of Sciences marked the start for the Beijer
Institute’s new research programme “Behavioral Economics
and Nature Network — BENN”. The purpose of BENN is to
serve as a clearing house for behavioral research around the
globe in economics and related disciplines for improved
stewardship of our life-support ecosystems. Initial plans were
made for a conference in the fall of 2011. The Beijer Institute
is an international research institute with a focus on ecological
economics under the auspices of the Royal Swedish
Academy of Sciences. More information.

On 26 May 2010, the latest issue of the newsletter «La Lettre
des Académies» produced by Royal Academy of Sciences,
Letters and Arts of Belgium (Académie Royale des
Sciences des Lettres et des Beaux-Arts de Belgique) focuses
on the scientific and cultural analysis of the recent
catastrophic earthquake in Haiti. Academy experts from the
fields of medicine, geosciences, engineering, economics and
cultural studies seek to illuminate the situation and propose
some ways forward.

The Committee for Science and Education of the Royal
Swedish Academy of Sciences held, on 27 May 2010, an
international seminar ‘“Learning, assessment _ of
knowledge, and grading”. The organisers say: “In the public
debate very different views on knowledge and teaching

situation in the Swedish school system is presented. Both
critics and advocates seek support for their positions in
various examinations. One of the most charged issues relates
to knowledge assessment and grading, not least in the
perspective of teaching long-term results. The aim of the
seminar is to shed light on the actual state of knowledge
together with leading international researchers.” Experts from
Canada, Norway, the UK and the USA presented the
developments and envisaged future trajectories in those
countries by way of comparison.

Berlin-Brandenburg  Academy of Sciences and
Humanities (BBAW), Accademia Nazionale dei Lincei and
Accademia delle Scienze di Torino jointly convened an
international symposium La teoria dell'evoluzione: modelli
e sviluppi in Turin to continue the celebrations of the Darwin
year 2009 on 27-29 May 2010. More information.

The Austrian Academy of Sciences hosted the 10th
Austrian conference on critical technology assessment
(“Technikfolgenabschétzung”) on 31 May — 1 June 2010 in
Vienna. This year’s conference had the focus on ethics and
technology assessments, thereby acknowledging that the
ethical debates had taken on political dimensions and that
they entail the quest for new forms and the integration of new
actors in technology governance. Programme.

The German Academies united
in the Union der deutschen
Akademien celebrated their
4th Day of the Academies in
Berlin on 2 June 2010 under
the heading Quest for
meaning. Religions across
the world”. The general
public, but especially
secondary school students and
teachers were invited to attend
lectures, musical and artistic
performances and debates.
Next to the presentation of 13
large scale Academy research projects in the field of religious
studies there were also exchanges on politically urgent topics,
such as a discussion with architects who had designed both
Christian and Muslim spaces of worship (church; mosque).

The Swiss Academy of Humanities and Social Sciences
(SAGW) held a public debate at Neuchatel on 4 June 2010
on the consequences of the Bologna process of HE
reform from the point of view of the Humanities and Social
Sciences. Speakers looked at the record of the process over
ten years, notably at the effects on research activities.
Questions debated included whether the intentions of the
reform (increase of mobility; reduction of the duration of a
course of study) had been reached. Critical issues are the
acceptance of the bachelor's degree in the traditional
professional outlets for SSH students and the overall concept
of efficiency underlying the ECTS structures, given the
increased administrative support needed. More information.

The issue also became the lead subject of the SAGW
bulletin.
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On 4 June 2010 the Serbian Academy of Sciences and
Arts (SANU) published an overview of cooperation among
academies of arts and sciences in South East Europe by
Ljubisa Rakic, Vice President of the Serbian Academy of
Sciences and Arts (SANU). More information.

Scientists from the Institute of Botany of
the Academy of Sciences of the Czech
Republic published on 7 June 2010 a
new study of biological invasions in
Europe. In an the article in Proceedings of
the National Academy of Sciences
(PNAS) they reported as lead authors the
key results of the 3-year project DAISIE
(Delivering Alien Invasive Inventory for Europe) funded under
FP6 and encompassing 26 researchers. Wealth and
population density, along with an increase in international
trade and commerce, were the forces most strongly
associated with invasive species that can disrupt ecosystems
and cause severe ecological or agricultural damage, scientists
said; for the article see: “Disentangling the role of
environmental and human pressures on biological
invasions.” (PNAS, doi/10.1073/pnas.1002314107,
published online early on 7 June 2010).

The Swiss Academy of Sciences (SCNAT) published on 8
June 2010 a report on the role of the Academies in the early
detection of educational, scientific and technological
challenges. The report was developed in collaboration with
SCNAT’s td-net for Transdisciplinary Research. The td-
network was launched in 2000 by the Swiss Academic
Society for Environmental Research and Ecology, taken over
by SCNAT in 2003, and since 2008 the td-net for
transdisciplinary research has been a project of the Swiss
Academies of Arts and Sciences. The notions underlying the
work of td-net imply that access is granted to scientific
information to the larger public. Often, however, it is also
necessary to look into socially-relevant problems in an
interdisciplinary manner and to develop effective strategies for
politics, economy and society. For this purpose extensive
space- and time-dependent processes of different scales
need to be investigated and the related problems of
controlling and the possibilities of forming and structuring
have to be evaluated.

On 10 June 2010 the centre for technology assessments of
the Swiss Academies presented a report on origins and
uses of indicators in politics. The presentation of the study
attracted representatives  of statistical departments, and
experts from the fields of education, health, finance and
politics. Issues discussed included the credibility challenge,
and the multiple uses of indicators (controlling; monitoring;
evaluation); participants agreed that the discussion on quality
control of indicators deserves a wider and more public
debate.

The Research Centre for the Study of Modern Greek
History of the Academy of Athens organized a two-day
Conference on "Agricultural Cooperatives in_South and
Central Europe, 19th-20th Century: a Comparative
Approach", on 10-11 June 2010. The conference aims at
redefining a further analysis of agricultural cooperatives in the

context of a renewed research interest in the primary sector.
Examining how cooperatives could constitute alternative
economic structures for the agricultural sector is a key issue,
since cooperatives are systemically connected to the
entrepreneurial social liability; the evolution of agricultural
cooperatives must be studied in its historical context, the
agricultural reforms of the inter-war period and World War |I;
the conference aims to bring to prominence new source
material now accessible and related to agricultural
cooperatives.

On 10-11 June 2010 a young scholars’ conference on
Alpine Studies was organised by the Interacademic
Commission for Alpine Studies (ICAS) of the Swiss
Academies and Universita della Svizzera Italiana in
Mendrisio. During the event young researchers from all
disciplines presented their graduate and doctoral research.
On 25 June 2010, the national conference on mountain
research discussed Swiss contributions to international,
notably EU-wide, Alpine research from the point of view of
providing benefits for policy and administration. Programme.
The Swiss Academy of Humanities and Social Sciences
(SAGW) in their bulletin reported on the joint work with the
Swiss Academy of Sciences under the title “Alpine research
and Alpine politics".

On 11 June 2010 it was revealed that the Grand Prix of the
European Heritage Award in the category “research” was
given to the Van Gogh Letters project, jointly supported by the
Van Gogh Museum and KNAW’s Huygens Institute. The
European Heritage Awards are presented by the European
Commission and “Europa Nostra” to projects that maintain
Europe's common heritage. The 2010 winners were selected
from close to 140 submissions from 26 countries. The Van
Gogh letters project comprises a complete and commented
English-language edition of the letters, a three-language book
edition and an exhibition at the Van Gogh Museum in autumn
2009. The project is the result of 15 years of joint research by
a team of experts from the museum and KNAW (Royal
Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences).

(_’ ll\ ] On 12 June 2010 Royal
olleoe dles Academy of Sciences,
V‘(') : (= . v Letters and Arts of
¥1| ';Al““]nl Belgium (Académie

: royale des Sciences,

des Lettres et des Beaux-Arts de Belgique) had an alumni
meeting on the somewhat provocative title «Publish or
perish... and relish!». The meeting compared approaches in
different science fields, and addressed in particular the
concerns of younger scholars. Issues dealt with included
rankings, multiple authorship and the prevalence of English in
scholarly communication and notably in the frequently used
journal databases. Proceedings have been registered and are
accessible in the Academy’s “audiothéque”.

A new secretariat for global environmental and natural
resource issues was opened at the Royal Swedish Academy
of Sciences on 15 June 2010 in cooperation with several
Swedish funders of scientific research. The Swedish
Secretariat for Environmental Earth System Sciences
(SSEESS) aims to facilitate Swedish researchers’
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~, ¢ v participation and leadership in
P international research programmes
Y, _ , about sustainable development.
SWEDISH SECRETARIAT The participation of  Swedish
FOR ENVIRONMENTAL researchers in internationally
“ARTH SYSTEM sciENcEs  hetworked research efforts has
long been limited even though they
are conducting cutting-edge research in many relevant fields,
due partly to traditional disciplinary and nationally-focused
approaches to research funding. SSEESS also intends to be
a reliable and accessible source of information for Swedish
decision makers. Kevin Noone will be directing the new
secretariat, and the Executive Board consists of researchers
as well representatives from Swedish research funders.
SSEESS'’s first initiative will be a campaign to inform Swedish
researchers about the international programs as well as
informing the programs about the scientific competence that
exists in Sweden.

Science Academies from the Southern EU member states
warn about the state of groundwater in the region in a new
EASAC report issued on 16 June 2010. The report presents
evidence on the current status and use of groundwater in
the Southern EU member states, on sustainability issues
and future development, in agreement with Water Framework
Directive. The WFD of 2000 (200/60/EC) contains measures
designed to protect groundwater as a valuable resource.
However, the considerable differences across the EU in the
availability of groundwater and in demand patterns are not
explicitly recognised in the Directive. As a consequence there
are different levels of its implementation. The science
academies from the southern EU member states have
collected evidence in country reports that helped to compile
the main report.

Drastic funding cuts to university and
research budgets will imperil the
contributions to the UK’s economic, social
and cultural life made by the humanities
and social sciences. This was the
warning made by the President of the
British Academy Sir Adam Roberts on
17 June 2010 upon launching a new booklet “Past, Present
and Future” in the UK's House of Commons as part of
Universities Week. Issues such as climate change,
international security, economic recovery and cultural heritage
cannot be addressed without economists, lawyers, historians,
linguists, philosophers, critics, archaeologists, geographers,
saociologists, anthropologists and psychologists. The booklet
also highlights the direct economic impact of these disciplines
at UK universities: a 7-year period has seen a rise of over
60% of international students coming to the UK to study these
subjects, and live (and spend) there.

The EASAC Council met on 17-18 June 2010 in Budapest,
hosted by the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, and decided
on its work programme until the end of 2011. Meeting
participants also heard a short speech by the recently
appointed Hungarian Minister for Human Resources Prof.
Réthelyi Miklés about priorities of the Hungarian EU
presidency in the first half of 2011. This was the last Council
meeting to be led by the outgoing Chairman Volker ter Meulen

(Leopoldina), who will be succeeded by Sir Brian Heap of
Academia Europaea, a European, non-governmental
association acting as an Academy and composed of individual
scientists and scholars.

The science education project, “Following in the
Footsteps of Eratosthenes” ,organized annually by La Main
a la Pate in collaboration with Académie des Sciences took
place on 21 June 2010. School children from ten countries
participated in classroom activities to measure the Earth's
circumference by observing the shadow of a vertical stick at
noon. The children used the same simple technique
introduced by the Greek scientist Eratosthenes more than
2,000 years ago.

The 3rd Mediterranean scientific conference of the
Parmenides network and the 1st assembly of Euro
Mediterranean Academic Network was held on 21-24 June
2010 in Alexandria, Egypt, at Bibliotheca Alexandrina. As part
of the efforts to build a Mediterranean science area, the
conference under the title "Mediterranean Wealth and
Diversity; Biology and _Culture" brought together
representatives from 21 academies of the Mediterranean
area. The initiative owes a much to the energetic
chairmanship of André Capron, President of GID, the Inter-
academic Group for Development, member of the Academie
des Sciences - Institut de France.

Uers un Espace Méditerranéen de la Science
Towards a Medsterranean Science Area

3¢éme (onférence scientifique méditerranéenne GID - Parmenides

3rd Mediterranean Scientific (onference GID - Parmenides

On 28 June 2010, the Royal Society launched the position
paper “A new golden age? The prospects for science and
innovation in the Islamic world”, as part of a project aimed
at profiling some of these advances in science and innovation
across the Islamic world, and reviewing the barriers to further
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and faster progress. The paper also introduces the project
Atlas of Islamic-World Science and Innovation which builds in
a practical way on the themes discussed in the paper, and
which the Royal Society is coordinating in partnership with the
Organisation of the Islamic Conference (OIC) and a range of
international partners, including the Qatar Foundation. Over
the next 3 years, the project aims to map key trends in
science and technology-based innovation across the 57 OIC
Member Countries. Looking in detail at 15 geographically and
economically diverse countries, the Atlas project will offer an
independent and authoritative assessment of how their
innovation capabilities are changing, and the opportunities
and barriers to further progress; and explore new
opportunities for partnership and exchange. Country studies
of Malaysia, Pakistan and Qatar are already underway in what
promises to be a fascinating journey exploring these dramatic
changes in the geography of science. More information.

In 2010, UNESCO’s Regional Bureau for Science and
Culture in Europe published, as part of the so-called
“Venice-Process” of rebuilding scientific co-operation among
Southeast European countries, the volume “Science and
Education Policies in Central and Eastern Europe,
Balkans, Caucasus and Baltic Countries” which presents
results of the International Conference for the Central and
Eastern Europe, Balkans, Caucasus and Baltic States on
Science and education policies, held on 18-21 September
2008 and hosted by the Academy of Sciences of Moldova
in Chisinau, Moldova. The conference had addressed several
challenges affecting science and higher education policies
today, mainly: strengthening international impact of national
research and education programs; strengthening research in
higher education; developing a knowledge-based economy;
stemming and reversing brain drain. Presentations made
during the sessions are also available online.

VAN
W Répertoire International des Sources Musicales

Since June 2010 the “Répertoire International des Sources
Musicales” (RISM), a project of the Academy of Sciences
and Letters Mainz with collaborators in over 30 countries,
offers free access to a new online-catalogue of 700.000
mainly manuscript sources of music history. They contain the
oeuvres of some 30.000 composers. RISM cooperated
closely with the state libraries in Berlin in Munich to produce
this tool. Even though printed scores have been in existence
for five centuries, much of European music remained
handwritten until well into the 19th century. In many countries,
cataloguing of those sources was done for the first time in the
context of this project. More information.

In order to promote a better participation of Slovak scientists
in FP7 projects, the Slovak Academy of Sciences has
listed its proposals for participation in FP7 projects online
in blocks according to the FP7 priority theme structure. The
Slovak Academy of Sciences (SAS) is the leading institution
which carries out basic and strategic applied research in
Slovakia. SAS supports those scientific disciplines which have
attained international level and which are deemed necessary

for the advancement of Slovakia. SAS is subdivided into three
scientific sections, that encompass 57 scientific research
institutes, and 13 adjunct organisations that provide for
support activities. During FP6 there

were 110 participations of the SAS
research groups in 96 EC-contracted - ‘
FP6 projects. The SAS now presents - ‘*’
56 offers of thematic proposals by -

which the SAS research groups could

enter FP7 project consortia oriented to %
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solve particular priority research aims. Ty g
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The inauguration ceremony of the new President and Vice-
President of the Academy of Athens, took place on 19
January 2010. The former President, Panos A. Ligomenidis,
will present the work of the Research Centers and Research
Offices of the Academy of Athens for the year 2009 and,
afterwards, the new President, Constantinos Svolopoulos will
give a speech entitled "A Century from the Goudi Coup". The
inauguration of the new President, Constantinos Svolopoulos
and the Vice-President, Apostolos S. Georgiades, took place
during a public session of the Academy of Athens.
Constantinos Svolopoulos was President of the Department of
History and Archaeology from 1995 to 1997 and from 2001 to
2003, 1981 to 1990 he was Director of the Institute for Balkan
Studies in Thessaloniki. Since then, he has been General
Director of the "Constantinos G.Karamanlis Foundation”. He is
also Vice President of the Hellenic Foundation for Culture. He
has published over 200 monographs and articles, concerning
the contemporary Greek history of 19th and 20th century.

On 14 April 2010 the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences
decided to appoint Staffan Normark as new Permanent
Secretary from 1 July 2010. He will succeed Professor
Gunnar Oquist who has held the position since 2003. Staffan
Normark is Professor of Medical Microbiology at Karolinska
Institutet and The Swedish Institute for Infectious Disease
Control (SMI). Lately, his research has been focusing on
pneumococcal bacteria, which causes 1-2 million deaths by
pneumonia per year worldwide. Since the 1970s he has
performed pioneering work on both genetic engineering and
molecular biology in Sweden.

ALLEA Standing Committee member Joze Trontelj, President
of the Slovenian Academy of Arts and Sciences, was
nominated to the UNESCO International Bioethics Committee
on 17 May 2010 as one of the 35 worldwide members of its
International Bioethics Committee for 2011-2013. The IBC
promotes reflection on the ethical and legal issues raised by
research in the life sciences and their applications, and
encourages the exchange of ideas and information. It also
encourages action to heighten awareness on bioethics
matters among wider public, expert and decision-making
stakeholders audiences. IBC co-operates with the
international governmental organizations and NGO’s
concerned with those issues and more especially with
national and regional bioethics committees and similar bodies.
IBC contributes to the dissemination of the principles set out
in the UNESCO Declarations in the field of bioethics, and to
the further examination of issues raised by their applications
and by the evolution of the technologies in question.

On 25 May 2010, John Torrence Tate received the Abel
Prize from King Harald at an award ceremony in Oslo,
Norway, for his «for his vast and lasting impact on the theory
of numbers.» The president of the Norwegian Academy of
Science and Letters, Nils Chr. Stenseth, emphasized in his
speech that the Abel Prize and similar prestigious prizes help
strengthen the position of and regard for science and basic
research in the society: “Basic research work is a long-term
endeavor. ... The Abel Prize helps to call attention to these
institutions as bearers of the long-term perspective of basic

research”. One of the goals of the Abel Prize is to strengthen
the interest in mathematics among children and young
people. To support the Holmboe Prize, which is a prize for
math teachers, and also the two school competitions — Kapp
Abel and the Abel Competition - are important means to
achieve this aim. As part of the annual Abel celebrations the
Abel Laureate visits one Norwegian university in addition to
Oslo University where the Abel Lectures are presented. This
time Agder University, the youngest university in Norway,
could welcome Abel Laureate John Tate. He gave a public
lecture and met some of the 1200 schoolchildren who had
come to the university campus to learn about mathematics in
a playful way.

John Torrence Tate mottar Abelprisen for 2010. Foto: Scanpix

On 3 June 2010, the names of the 2010 Kavli Prize Winners
were announced by Nils Chr. Stenseth, President of the
Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters. Eight scientists
whose discoveries have dramatically expanded human
understanding have been recognised with the award of the
million-dollar Kavli Prizes. In astrophysics, they are Jerry
Nelson (University of California, Santa Cruz), Ray Wilson
(formerly Imperial College London and European Southern
Observatory), and Roger Angel (University of Arizona,
Tucson), who share the prize for their respective innovations
in the field of telescope design that have allowed us glimpses
of ever more distant and ancient objects and events in the
remote corners of the Universe. The nanoscience prize was
awarded jointly to US scientists Donald M. Eigler of IBM’s
Almaden Research Centre, San Jose/CA and Nadrian
Seeman, of New York University. Three more US-based
scientists - Thomas Sudhof, of Stanford University School of
Medicine, Richard Scheller, of the biotech company
Genentech, and James Rothman, of Yale University - are the
joint recipients of the neuroscience prize for their work to
reveal the precise molecular basis of the transfer of signals
between nerve cells in the brain. The laureates will each
receive a scroll, a gold medal and share of the $1M. prize for
each of the three fields. The winners were selected by
committees of leading international scientists in the three
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fields appointed by the Norwegian Academy of Science and
Letters after receiving recommendations from international
academies and scientific organisations including the Chinese
Academy of Sciences, the French Academy of Sciences, the
Max Planck Society of Germany, the US National Academy of
Sciences and the UK’s Royal Society.

KAVLI - PRIZE

The Swiss Academy of Humanities and Social Sciences
(SAGW) elected on 5 June 2010 a new president, Heinz
Gutscher, professor of social psychology at Zurich University.
He succeeds the linguist Anne-Claude Berthoud from
University of Lausanne, who had served as president since
2004, and who had been instrumental in promoting the
dialogue among the four Swiss Academies.

The President of the Republic of Finland Tarja Halonen
presented the €800,000 Grand Prize and the prize trophy
"Peak" to the Winner of the 2010 Millennium Technology
Prize, Michael Grétzel, on 9 June 2010 at the Grand Award
Ceremony at the Finnish National Opera, Helsinki. One of
mankind's greatest challenges is to find ways to replace the
diminishing fossil fuel supply. The most obvious energy
source is the sun, origin of most energy found on Earth.
Michael Gratzel, Director of the Laboratory of Photonics and
Interfaces at Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne
(EPFL), has responded to the challenge with his low-cost,
dye-sensitized solar cells. Gratzel cells, which promise
electricity-generating windows and low-cost solar panels,
have just made their debut in consumer products. The two
other 2010 Millennium Laureates were awarded each prizes
of €150,000 and "Peak" trophies for their answers to some
other challenges of sustainable development and energy
consumption: Sir Richard Friend’s organic Light Emitting
Diodes (LEDs) were a crucial milestone in plastic electronics.
Friend is Cavendish Professor of Physics at the University of
Cambridge. Stephen Furber, Professor of Computer
Engineering at the University of Manchester, is the principal
designer of the ARM 32-bit RISC microprocessor, an
innovation that revolutionised mobile electronics. In the past
25 years nearly 20 billion ARM based chips have been
manufactured. The prize is awarded by Technology
Academy Finland, an independent fund established by
Finnish organisations, industry and the Finnish state in a
partnership which promotes applied technology and research
leading to new technologies with a positive impact on the
quality of life and that are based on humane values. The
organisation of Technology Academy Finland includes the
Finnish Academy of Technical Sciences (TTA), Svenska
tekniska vetenskapsakademien i Finland (STV), and the
Industry Council, of which many Finnish industrial enterprises
are members.

On 18 June 2010 it was announced that mathematician and
member of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences Laszl6
Lovasz has been awarded the Kyoto Prize, also known
informally as the Japanese Nobel Prize. The jury granted the

award to Lovasz for his creating connections among the
various branches of mathematics and the impact his work has
had on other disciplines related to mathematics. The Kyoto
Prize was founded in 1984 by Kazuo Inamori, founder of the
Japanese Kyocera-syndicate. The will of the founder is clearly
reflected in his words: the awardees shall be such people
whose achievements significantly contribute to the cultural,
scientific and spiritual advancement of humankind. The 50
million yen accompanying the award and a 20 carat fine gold
medal will be given to the winners during a ceremonial event
in Kyoto in November.

The «Grande Médaille de I'Académie des sciences», the
highest distinction of the French Academy of Sciences, was
awarded on 23 June 2010 to Sir Michael Francis Atiyah, for
his scientific work in mathematics. He had become director of
the Isaac Newton Institute in Cambridge and president of the
Royal Society of London, which had elected him as member
at the age of 32, in 1990. He had served the profession and
the scientific community at large in many ways, and was one
of the fathers of the Inter-Academy Panel on International
Issues (IAP) and of ALLEA.

ALLEA and its Member Academies extend congratulations
and best wishes for a successful leadership and for future
continued close collaboration to the new presidents of
Member Academies elected in the first half of 2010:

Professor Jorg Hacker succeeded Professor Volker ter
Meulen as President of the German Academy of Sciences
Leopoldina.

Professor Nils Christian Stenseth succeeded Professor
@yvind Psterud as President of the Norwegian Academy of
Science and Letters.

Professor Adriano Moreira succeeded Professor E.R. de
Arantes e Oliveira as President of the Academy of Sciences
of Lisbon.

Obituaries

We announce with deep regret that Secretary General of the
Academy of Athens Professor Nicolaos Matsaniotis passed
away on 06 May 2010.
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On 14 January 2010, the ERC Scientific Council published
its contribution to the consultation on the future “EU
2020”_ strategy. In response to the recent insistence on
addressing (global) “Grand Challenges”, the statement says:
“Most of these thematic challenges are of interest to all
countries in the world, although as Europeans we logically
want to contrlbute significantly and singularly to their solution.
But there is another category, which
includes those we have spelled out
above, that has a generic and
transversal character. Make no mistake
about it: raising the European Scientific
Infrastructure, in the inclusive sense we
adopt in this text, to the best world class
level shall not be an easy task and it is in
itself also a Grand Challenge. And in contrast to all the others,
this one is specifically European: nobody will do it for us.”
ALLEA supports this position of the ERC: continued
commitment to ensure excellence and independence of the
ERC and its awarding principles is necessary to further
strengthen this cornerstone of the strategy for moving the EU
zone towards a more central position in the global competition
for talent and innovation.

On 14 January 2010, a report was issued by the ESF
Member Organisations Forum entitled “Research Careers in
Europe Landscape and Horizons”. The structure of the
report follows the three main topics examined by three
working groups, on 1) research career structure and
development, 2) gender issues, and 3) human resources
development and transferable skills. Recommendations are
stated at the beginning of the report which calls notably for a
development of a Joint Taxonomy for Research Careers.
Other recommendations include improving the attractiveness
and competitiveness of European research careers through
“Flexisecurity”, providing ‘equal playing fields’ for researchers
of all backgrounds through a new ‘scientific quality’ approach,
supporting the development of ‘portfolio careers’ by
introducing a joint skills statement and developing and
implementing European policies for research career
development by establishing a European Alliance for
Research Career Development. ALLEA welcomes the work
of the working groups, but would have liked to see a stronger
involvement of young scientist organisations.

On 15 Jan 2010 the European University Association
(EUA) launched the project “Promoting Collaborative
Doctoral Education for Enhanced Career Opportunities”
(DOC-CAREERS ll). The project has been conceived as an
exploratory action to test the feasibility of regional workshops
as an instrument to foster university-business/enterprise
collaboration. DOC-CAREERS | project confirmed that many
views on opportunities, challenges and barriers hindering
university-industry cooperation are shared by both partners.
As follow-up project, DOC-CAREERS Il will look exclusively at
how universities work with their partners in doctoral education
across Europe in diverse regional contexts, be they local
SME, large R&D enterprises, RTD performers, NGOs and
other industries (health care, cultural, etc.). The project
received FP7 funding for a 28-month period as Support Action

within the 2008 “People” Work Programme. The ALLEA
Standing Committee on _Intellectual Property Rights had
been established out of the chief concern that the
management of IPR will be a crucial issue in a changing
regulatory regime for universities, with increased pressure for
private and public sector research to collaborate more closely.

The conference “Mapping the future of the EU-US
Strategic Partnership: Policy and research perspective”
was held on 25-26 January 2010 in Brussels. The conference
was intended to provide a forum for dialogue between
research and policy across the Atlantic at a time when the
European Union is defining its new roles and modes of
operation following the coming into force of the Lisbon treaty
and when President Obama's Administration entered its
second year facing complex and difficult choices and
challenges. The proceedings are also available in print.
of Sciences, called for a joint effort U s c
by experts and the public to tackle

current threatening issues. Such issues include climate
change, resource shortage, population problems, poverty, and
the loss of biodiversity, among which there are, he insisted,
many interconnections and feedback loops. During the five-
day conference, attendees heard lectures and participated in
thematic sessions organised around such topics as
biodiversity and development, long-term ecology and
conservation science, science policy and mainstreaming
biodiversity into decision-making. Palinkas used the occasion
in Paris also to discuss the future of the World Science Forum
series held biannually in Budapest. ALLEA supports the
scientific advisory role of Academies in Europe (EASAC) and
beyond (IAC) who have both worked on biodiversity issues.
ALLEA supports the notion of a science-society dialogue on
“grand challenges”, where choices on large-scale societal

investments are expected, and which therefore require a solid
scientific evidence base.

In the opening panel of UNESCO’s
Biodiversity and Science Policy
Conference held on 25-29 January
2010 in Paris Jozsef Palinkas,
President of the Hungarian Academy

)

| -

On 28 January 2010 it was reported that
= — the League of European Research
|___: \_ Universities (LERU) had released a new

S report “Harvesting talent - Strengthening

“ research careers in_Europe” which sets

out the priority issues that need to be

addressed to improve the attractiveness and

excellence of research careers. It is crucial that some of the
best intellects in each generation continue to be attracted to
research careers, and are given every opportunity to grow in
ambition and creativity. To realise that potential, researchers
must be immersed in a research-rich and well-equipped
environment with stimulating local and international
connections to other researchers, disciplines and
organisations. They also need to be given independence and
responsibility at an early stage. The investigation of research
careers among the 22 LERU members has produced a four-
stage career framework and a set of academic career maps in
nine different national settings, which graphically demonstrate
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the maze of options that researchers need to navigate in
building a research career. In addition, the initiative has
resulted in a Model Code of Practice for research employment
through which LERU institutions show their shared
commitment to provide research staff with optimal working
conditions in a stimulating and challenging professional
environment. Many of the principles and practices here
emphasised coincide with the thrust of reflections on science
policy in the ALLEA project “Towards a European Young
Academy”.

On 31 January 2010 it was reported that three different
networks of ecological expertise in interdisciplinary Alpine
studies will cooperate more closely in the framework of a
think tank of ISCAR (International Scientific Committee on
Research in the Alps) coordinated at the Swiss Academy of
Sciences. The networks include, the Platform Ecological
Network of the Alpine Convention, which fosters the
cooperation of alpine territories to implement the protocol
“Conservation of nature and the countryside” (since 2007), the
Ecological Continuum Initiative, which works more
conceptually, developing long-term and Alps wide strategies
for linking protected areas and biodiversity hotspots, and the
Interreg-funded project “ECONNECT - Restoring the web of
life”, fostering reliable Alps-wide data and implementation
projects in pilot areas (2008-2011). The think tank will bring
together a wide range of experts from science and practice at
an international level for developing new projects on
ecological networks in the Alps and for providing advice to the
implementation of existing and future projects. The think tank
will therefore aim on one hand at fruitful synergies between
practitioners and scientists, and on the other hand at
providing knowledge and advice to policy. ALLEA welcomes
the closer cooperation of the networks under the leadership of
a Member Academy and hopes that this can be a model for a
better coordination of inter-academy activities in regional
contexts.

A new EU publication based on work in FP6-funded ‘Science
in Society’ projects was issued in February 2010, entitled
“Understanding Public Debate on Nanotechnologies:
Options for Framing Public Policy”. It consists of a series
of research articles on the nature of public debate on
nanosciences and nanotechnologies, and the ways in which
deliberative approaches could lead to better governance of
these technologies. The authors of these articles were
involved as coordinators or participants in a number of now
completed FP6-funded ‘Science in Society’ projects. Of these,
the project FRAMINGNANO involved the development of a

governance plan for nanotechnologies; NANOCAP was a
capacity building exercise, through which European Trade
Unions and Environmental NGOs adopted resolutions and
positions on the governance of nanotechnologies; the
DEEPEN project elaborated the ethics of nanotechnologies
and investigated the narratives which underlie public
discourse, while NANOPLAT proposed a new deliberative
platform for consumers of nanotechnologically-enabled
products and, in the course of doing this, evaluated a number
of different approaches to deliberation.

The European Commission’s DG Research has published the
findings of an expert group report ‘Assessing Europe’s
University-Based Research’ in February 2010. The Group
had been set up in 2008 to identify the framework for a new
and more coherent methodology to assess the research
produced by European universities. The report presents the
outline for a multi-dimensional assessment matrix; it
emphasises that the assessment of university-based research
should be designed in relation to purpose, combining
quantitative indicator-based data with gualitative information,
and that assessments should be undertaken at the level of
“knowledge clusters” that could be further aggregated to
institutional level. The report cautions against rankings or
similar assessment systems which seek to compare whole
universities only on the basis of an aggregated score and
which lack validation through expert peer assessment. The
ALLEA Working Group Evaluating for Science is working
on a European Evaluation Protocol for institutional
evaluations; the protocol will present guidelines for
institutional evaluations and ALLEA will convene in June 2010
a consultative meeting for Member Academies on the topic of
adequate indicators for such assessment and evaluation
processes.

The EUA Newsletter of 5 February 2010 announced a new
EUA report “Institutional Diversity in European Higher
Education: tensions and challenges for policymakers and
institutional leaders”, comparing the situation in five national
higher education systems: England, France, Norway,
Slovenia, and Sweden. The report analyses the complex
interplay of the factors driving diversification or convergence
(such as legal frameworks, funding incentives, QA procedures
etc).

In their newsletter of 5 February 2010 the European
University Association (EUA) announced they intend to
publish an annual review of worldwide university rankings,
due to appear for the first time in 2011. Universities are
increasingly confronted by a plethora of ranking and
classification initiatives — both at the national and international
level. Research has also shown that despite the
acknowledged shortcomings of their criteria, rankings are
having an increasing impact on decision-making and activities
within and regarding universities across Europe. The aim of
this new pilot project will be to provide universities with
transparent information about international rankings by
critically evaluating their methodologies, assessing potential
biases and suggesting improvements. The review will also
help universities to develop strategies to cope with rankings,
as well as encouraging alternative approaches to enhance
transparency. The annual review will include a compendium
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of different international ranking initiatives with a thorough
critique and analysis, and will be complemented by a series of
critical articles by leading experts in the field. The ALLEA
Working Group Evaluating for Science will convene an
information and consultation meeting on university rankings
for Member Academies on the topic.

On 8 February 2010, the International Council for
Scientific and Technical Information (ICSTI) held a
workshop “Interactive Publications and the Record of
Science” at Université Pierre et Marie Curie in Paris.
Publishers, publishing service providers, librarians, editors
and authors surveyed the most challenging new
developments in the field of online journal publishing. They
identified the necessary infrastructure for including interactive
content within the record of science, as browser technologies
leap forward, dynamic visualization and presentation tools
proliferate, and primary data are linked to research articles.
Session topics were: () Interactive visualizations; (II) Adding
value with enriched content and semantic links; (lll) The
archival problem and infrastructure for solutions; (IV)
W(h)ither journals? ALLEA is committed to promoting, among
its members — whether scientists or science publishers - an
active debate about the future of scientific communication,
both within expert communities and beyond.

On 9 February 2010 the European Parliament approved the
new Commissioner for Research, Innovation & Science,
Maire Geoghegan Quinn (IE); prior to her new role, she was
member of the European Court of Auditors. ALLEA looks
forward to working with the new Commissioner.

A scientific forum workshop on 9-10 February 2010 in
Geel (BE) was arranged by the European Commission’s
Joint Research Centre for the 40 Community reference
laboratories of the European Union to identify and address
topics of common interest, including new challenges
(programme). These CRLs, together with the national
reference laboratories, lead the harmonisation efforts across
the EU for analytical methodology within a given field. The
CRLs cover three main areas: feed and food law, animal
health and animal welfare rules. While each topic is specific,
CRLs do face a number of common issues. The forum gave
leaders of CRLs the opportunity to share experiences and
exchange views, with each other as well as with
representatives of the Commission. The focus was on
identifying approaches, common and general problems the
CRLs face in the scientific part of their work, and priority
setting for the future. ALLEA has argued for inviting also the
JRC (representing also the reference laboratories) to join a
broad platform of European research organizations that would
aim at reflecting on the major challenges facing European
framework for scientific research.

On 20 February 2010 it was reported that OpenAIRE (Open
Access Infrastructure for Research in Europe), a 3-year
FP7-funded project has been launched to implement Open
Access on a pan-European scale. This ambitious effort unites
38 partners from 27 European countries. Its main goal is to
support the Open Access pilot of the European Commission
launched in August 2008, which covers about 20% of the FP7
budget and commits researchers from 7 thematic areas

(Health, Energy, Environment, Information & Communication
Technology, Research |Infrastructures, Socio-economic
sciences & Humanities and Science in Society) to deposit
their research publications in an institutional or disciplinary
Open Access repository, to be made available worldwide in
full text. OpenAIRE will establish underlying structures for
researchers to support them in complying with the pilot
through European Helpdesk System, build an OpenAIRE
portal and e-Infrastructure for the repository networks and
explore scientific data management services together with 5
disciplinary communities. ALLEA is committed to promoting,
among its members — whether scientists or science publishers
- an active debate about the future of scientific
communication, both within expert communities and beyond.

> 1CSU

International Council for Science

ICSU completed its open consultation on “Grand
Challenges in Sustainability Research”, which had been
open from 21 December 2009 to 21 February 2010.
Reactions had been invited to the proposed Grand
Challenges in Global Sustainability Research: A Systems
Approach to Research Priorities for the Decade and on what
international research coordination is needed. ICSU’s “Grand
Challenges in Sustainability Research” is centred on five
grand challenges that must be addressed over the next
decade if society is to manage global environmental change.
The initiative was part of the Earth System visioning
process the online consultation yielded more than 300
research priorities and contributions from more than 1000
people from 85 countries. The second step in the visioning
process will begin on 22 June 2010, with an Open Forum in
Paris to discuss the institutional structures that will facilitate a
new strategy on sustainability research. ALLEA congratulates
ICSU for implementing this process of researcher-driven
identification of “Grand Challenges”; the process was featured
at ALLEA’s Young Academy workshop on Grand Challenges
(see above).

On 26 February 2010, the League of European Research
Universities (LERU) released a paper “Doctoral degrees
beyond 2010: Training talented researchers for society”
The paper argues that a doctorate in the 21st century needs
to take into account society's needs — the challenges of
climate change, an ageing population, sustainable living, etc.:
“Gone are the days that a doctorate was an entrance ticket for
an academic career. Instead it has evolved into a top level
qualification that trains people to be highly creative, critical,
autonomous, intellectual risk takers who push the boundaries
of knowledge and innovation whatever their employment
destination may be.” PhD graduates have much to offer:
competence and expertise to conduct research within and
across disciplines, personal effectiveness, a problem-solving
attitude as well as leadership and social skills (team work;
communication). The development and take up of these skills
does not happen spontaneously; it requires a strong vision,
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forward looking investment and concerted effort by
governments, employers, universities and by talented bright
minds to make it happen. Governments, employers and
universities should work together ensuring that rigorous
research remains the cornerstone of the doctorate and that
doctoral training is a suitable preparation for work in the 21st
century, encouraging talented young people to develop the
creativity, curiosity and rigour needed by society. ALLEA is
committed to supporting efforts that aim at creating
stimulating research environments for young talents; ALLEA,
through its Young Academy project, also seeks to ensure that
the best of the young researchers be given a stronger voice in
science policy debates about their own and the wider science
environment.

Helga Nowotny took office as new President of the
European Research Council (ERC) on 1 March 2010, after
the ERC Scientific Council unanimously elected her. The
Austrian social scientist and Professor emeritus of Social
Studies of Science, ETH Zurich, was vice-president of the
ERC Scientific Council until now. Her election followed the
resignation of the first ERC President, Fotis C. Kafatos,
announced in January, after three years of intensive and
highly respected leadership of the ERC. ALLEA looks forward
to continued close cooperation with the ERC under its new
President.

On 1 March 2010, the European Commission’s Joint
Research Centre (JRC) launched the internet version of its
publications repository. Bibliographic data of almost 10,000
articles and papers representing a wealth of knowledge are
now available to the public. In addition, more than 1,700
technical reports (EUR series) are freely available for
download. Publications can now be found by free-text search,
or advanced search based on bibliographic data. The
publications can be browsed by JRC Institute, publication
year, author, or title and cross-links are supplied to find all
works of a particular author. The JRC Publications Repository
is based on the open source software DSPACE, which has
been developed at MIT and is already used by more than 500
organisations for building open repositories. ALLEA is
committed to promoting an active debate about the future of
scientific communication; this applies also to the accessibility
of science policy—related work both for experts, policy makers
and the general public.

In the first of their advice papers issued on 1 March 2010, the
League of European Research Universities (LERU) makes
recommendations on the issue of “Improving the social
security of internationally mobile _researchers”.
Researchers face some daunting obstacles when they decide
to spend time abroad as part of their research career. Correct
information about social security issues is hard to come by,
and they risk losing benefits. The situation is particularly
difficult for early stage researchers, because of the particular
employment conditions they tend to work in. The suggestions
in this paper include a proposal to grant at least a minimal
social protection to early stage researchers who do not have
the professional status of employee. Another recommendation
asks EU member states to make sure that the implementation
of new EU regulations which will come into force in May 2010
will take into account the ways in which the world of research

is organised. Improving conditions for researchers could serve
as a test case with conclusions later to be applied to other
classes of highly mobile workers. ALLEA Member Academies
that operate highly specialised research institutes requiring
staffing from a globally limited pool of expert labour force and
often run doctoral programmes together with universities are
facing many of the same challenges, and are expected to
engage in this debate.

The EU Competitiveness Council at its meeting in Brussels
on 2 March 2010 came to conclusions reacting to the review
of the European Research Council's structures and
mechanisms in 2009. It calls on the European Commission to
carry out by July 2011 an independent evaluation as a follow
up to the Review recommendations. The evaluation should,
inter alia, deal with the question as to whether the ERC's
structure is sufficiently tailored to achieve its mission or
whether an alternative structure is called for, and, if
necessary, make recommendations on this point that could be
implemented by the start of FP8. ALLEA is delighted to see
the commitment of the Competitiveness Council to ensuring
excellence and independence of the ERC, one of the
cornerstones, in ALLEA’s view, of moving the EU zone
towards a more central position in the global competition for
talent and innovation.

The annual conference of the European Network of
Indicator _Producers (ENID) took place in Paris on 3-5
March 2010 on the theme STI Indicators for Policymaking
and Strategic Decision (programme). The conference was
organised by Institut Francilien pour la Recherche,
I'Innovation et la Société (IFRIS) with the support of the
Université Paris-Est Marne-la-Vallée and of the Observatoire
des Sciences et Technigues. Besides scholarly presentations,
the conference series aims also to promote networking and
cooperation between researchers, international organisations
and users of STl indicators, and to highlight their relevance for
policy making. The ENID indicators conference series had
been organised since 2005 and had grown out of the EU-
funded Network of Excellence PRIME which gathered 65
research groups from 19 countries. It was announced that
ENID and the Centre for Science and Technology Studies
(CWTS) of Leiden University will organise from 2010 onwards
a conference twice a year in the STI Indicators Conference
Series: the aim of the conference series is to provide a forum
for discussion of advances in STI indicators around the notion
of positioning indicators and focusing on new emerging areas,
as well as on the development of advanced methodologies for
STI indicators. The ALLEA Working Group on Evaluating
for Science is committed to advancing insights into
appropriate indicators also for fields so far poorly understood,
such as internationalisation and societal impact.

The first General Assembly of the IREG Observatory on
Academic Ranking and Excellence met in Warsaw on 8
March 2010. This new global organization based in Warsaw
was established in October 2009; its goal is the improvement
of the quality of international and national ranking of higher
education institutions. Considering the increasing importance
of rankings among future students, and the fact that rankings
influence financial decisions of government bodies
responsible for higher education, the organization decided to
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carry out, on request, audits of some leading international and
national rankings in order to find out if they meet the highest
methodology standards. Following the General Assembly,
IREG Observatory members and rectors from Poland debated
at the ,round table’ on: «What should be done to improve
standing of humanities and social sciences in academic
rankings?», organized with the support of Warsaw School of
Social Sciences (SWPS) and ELSEVIER BV. The ALLEA
Working Group Evaluating for Science will convene an
information and consultation meeting on university rankings
for Member Academies on the topic.

Ministers of Education from the 46 Bologna Process
signatory countries gathered on 11-12 March 2010 in
Budapest to mark the official launch of the European Higher
Education Area (EHEA) and to assess the progress of the
last decade. Launched in 1999 by Ministers from 29 countries,
the so-called “Bologna Process” is described by its supporters
as having had as one of its principal objectives to provide
tools to connect national education systems and to facilitate
recognition of degrees and academic qualifications, mobility
and exchanges between institutions. The Ministerial
conference will also include once again a Bologna Global
Policy Forum where European politicians will be joined by
Ministers or heads of delegation from different regions of the
world.

The European University
Association reported on 11
March 2010 that it had
launched its “Trends 2010”
report, which analyses the
implementation of  the
Bologna Process and its
impact over the last decade
on higher education across
Europe in the context of broader reform processes affecting
European higher education Based on questionnaire
responses from 821 universities, 27 National Rectors’
Conferences, and site visits to 16 countries — the report was
presented at a meeting held at the University of Vienna to
mark the official launch of the European Higher Education
Area and the end of the first phase of the Bologna Process.
The launch was held in parallel to the Ministerial meeting
taking place in Budapest and Vienna. The report presents
detailed analyses of the implementation of the Bologna ‘tools’
in universities (e.g. new degree structures, credit transfer and
accumulation systems, and diploma supplement) and
progress towards the underlying aims of the Bologna Process,
such as improving quality of teaching, graduate employability,
and mobility of students and staff. The meeting acknowledged
also that a number of challenges remained for the decade
ahead, notably: sharpening the profile of the Bachelor’s
degree, promoting vertical mobility between different degree
cycles, and improving lifelong learning provision. ALLEA
believes that the successful linking of European Higher
Education and European Research Area is fundamental for
realising the ambitions of the vision for a European knowledge
saociety. This implies an appropriate support for basic research
and appropriate forms for close collaboration between market-
driven and pre-competitive research throughout the continent,
taking into account that any such complex structure would

require beacons to emerge, as much as infrastructures for the
easier sharing of knowledge.

The governing body of the ICSU World Data System,
created through a decision of the 29th ICSU General
Assembly in 2008, met for the second time in Paris on 22-24
March 2010. The scientific committee worked on finalizing the
criteria for membership and approved the draft constitution of
the system. The Committee agreed to establish an
International Programme Office (IPO) to support its work and
facilitate the building of the ICSU WDS. The project builds on
the 50-year legacy of the ICSU World Data Centre system
(WDC) and the ICSU Federation of Astronomical and
Geophysical data-analysis Services. Over 100 WDCs and
Federation Services, as well as numerous other data centres,
services and activities, have already expressed interest in
becoming part of the new system. The WDS concept aims at
a transition from existing stand-alone WDCs and individual
Services to a common globally interoperable distributed data
system, that incorporates emerging technologies and new
scientific data activities. The new system will build on the
potential offered by advanced interconnections between data
management components for disciplinary and multidisciplinary
applications. Having participated in the first meeting on 21-22
March 2010 of the Polar Information Commons (PIC) initiative
led by ICSUs Committee on Data for Science and
Technology (CODATA), ICSU WDS has committed to support
the implementation of the Polar Information Commons (PIC),
including taking the necessary steps to archive all IPY data.
ALLEA welcomes WDS as a step in the direction of global
data sharing and research infrastructures, which are important
framework conditions for effectively tackling many of the
Grand Challenges.

The annual ERA-NET event brought together on 23-24
March 2010 more than 200 new and old stakeholders in the
ERA-Net process. Organised by the JRC as part of the Net-
Watch programme, this has become a major event for policy
makers and funding bodies involved in the building of the
ERA, helping to keep them abreast of the latest policy
thinking, to review progress in terms of the development of
the platform, and to elicit their views on future activities. A
strong emphasis was put on interaction and mutual learning
by offering eight parallel workshops dealing with issues at the
heart of the current discussion on the coordination and
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cooperation of national and regional research programmes.
Launched on 1 February 2010, Net-Watch is a European
Commission information platform on transnational R&D
programme collaboration with an initial focus on the ERA-NET
scheme. ALLEA President Juri Engelbrecht is member of the
advisory board of the NETWATCH project.

ALLEA was invited to participate in Spanish EU Presidency
conference on research infrastructures, held on 23-24
March 2010 in Barcelona. Discussion among ALLEA
members and in the run-up to the ECRI conference Barcelona
2010 have revealed that there is consensus that research
infrastructures are essential tools to develop the European
Research Area and address “Grand Challenges” under the
EU 2020 strategy. A European policy has been emerging in
the field of RI's over the last decade and notably the work of
ESFRI had provided a good basis for prioritisation,
implementation and further policy development. Participants
at the conference felt that it was still a long way to reach
sustainable funding for both the construction and long term
operation of pan-European RI’'s. Other challenges identified
include the following: Governance: support the approach
“form follows function”; Human Resources: train the next
generation of Rl managers; Applications: involve industry from
early stage; Internationalisation: involve global partners in a
timely fashion; Data: store, manage and secure access to
data; Science and Society: make a case for socio-economic
benefit. Prioritization is essential and requires a transparent
and open process that must involve all actors. It must be
based on scientific excellence and technological maturity, and
consider “grand challenges” and societal needs. It should be
driven by national priorites and EU-wide roadmaps and
comprise clear budget commitments. Science and society
demand a plan also for dealing with changing priorities, given
the scale of investments concerned. ALLEA is concerned that
also distributed and medium-sized research infrastructures
and consortia that would bring together similar RlI's in
networks are reflected appropriately in the EU-level
discussions. Notably the approach “one size does not fit all”
(vide: Humanities vs. ice-breaker or LHC) needs to be fully
respected. Academies as operators of RI's need to take
action on making sure that their institutions feature on the
respective national roadmaps.

On 29 March 2010, a regional documentation centre on
bioethics and ethics of science and technology (RDIC-
BEST) was inaugurated in Cairo with support from UNESCO.
The centre will be based at the Academy of Scientific
Research and Technology of Egypt. The ALLEA Standing
Committee on Science and Ethics has proposed a debate
on science and ethics with all countries in the wider
Mediterranean region.

On 31 March 2010 Jane Rovins (USA), currently Associate
Professor at the American Military University, where she
teaches risk analysis, mitigation and disaster management,
was appointed as Executive Director of the new Integrated
Research on Disaster Risk (IRDR) programme. The
programme’s co-sponsors— the International Council for
Science (ICSU), the International Social Science Council
(ISSC) and the United Nations International Strategy for
Disaster Reduction (UN-ISDR)— had decided that the

programme office will be located in Beijing at the Center for
Earth Observation and Digital Earth (CEODE) of the Chinese
Academy of Sciences.

The 2nd science and technology stakeholders conference of
countries of the EU, Eastern Europe and Central Asia
under the title “Best practices in _science, technology and
innovation policies” was held in Moscow on 7-8 April 2010.
The meeting aimed to highlight challenges in science,
technology and innovation (STI) policies; to present and
discuss contribution of scientific communities of EU, AC and
EECA countries to development of STI policies; to analyze
EU-EECA S&T cooperation framework and outline the way
forward.

Following a “road mapping event” in July 2009 at the French
National Centre for Scientific Research (CNRS), which had
discussed the specific steps ESF should take to help the
scientific community improve its relations with the different
publics in society, the 1st workshop of the ESF MO Forum on
“Science in Society Relationships” took place on 7-8 April
2010 in Brussels. This Forum aims to improve practices of

engagement of SiS  relationships, make  policy
recommendations for ESF members, and propose
places/interfaces for dialogue.

The 6th meeting of the International Scientific Unions of
ICSU, was held on 7-8 April 2010 at Institut Pasteur in Paris
under the heading “Strengthening the Involvement of Unions
in ICSU Activities”. Included in the agenda were also
discussions of the “Visioning Process” and “Foresight
Analysis”. Both, the Earth System visioning process and the
foresight exercise contribute to development of the next ICSU
strategic plan and are complementary: the foresight exercise
takes a longer view (20 years or more, versus the next
decade for the visioning process), its outlook is across the full
breadth of science rather than on global environmental
change in particular, and its purpose is to test and inform
decisions on the fundamental role of ICSU rather than guiding
ICSU’'s engagement in a specific area of science. The
foresight process is expected to be completed around
February 2012. Contribution from individuals into the foresight
process were sought in phase 1 until March 2010; after that,
the more formal perspectives of ICSU Member organizations,
partner organizations, and of other stakeholder organizations
were collected.

Leading researchers from across Europe gathered on 15
April 2010 in Stockholm to develop a European-wide
research _strategy to tackle neurodegenerative diseases
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such as Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s Disease. This is the first
of the new Joint Programming Initiatives (JPI) which are
designed to address ‘grand challenges’ which cannot be
tackled effectively and efficiently by any one Member State
acting alone. JPI's aim to confront these common challenges
through publicly funded research, by bringing together
researchers, existing research evidence and national funding
bodies and by sharing tools, techniques and other resources
more efficiently among Member States. The goal of the Joint
Programme on Neurodegenerative Disease (JPND) is to
accelerate progress in understanding the causes of these
debilitating conditions, leading to not only early diagnosis, and
the development of new treatments and prevention, but also
the provision of more effective medical and social care to
improve the quality of life for patients and care givers. To
achieve this goal, 25 European countries will seek to align
funding, scientific competencies, medical strengths and social
approaches. ALLEA is convinced that such efforts can make
a substantial contribution to achieving the objectives of the
Commission’s “Europe 2020” strategy, which focuses on
research and innovation as the key means of delivering both
improved quality of life and new sources of growth. Mobilising
national resources in a continent-wide coordinated fashion is
key, as is the necessity to engage leading scientists
continent-wide in a debate about the right balance of strategic
investment in blue-sky research.

The European University
Association EUA announced on 7
May 2010 the launch of a new
beyond 2010 publication "Creativity and
diversity: Challenges for quality
assurance beyond 2010” which
assembles a selection of
presentations and papers from the
4th European Quality Assurance
Forum held in Copenhagen on 19-
21 November 20009. The
contributions discuss how current
QA practices might leave enough
space for creativity and innovative
changes, review developments in QA practice and includes a
number of national and institutional case studies building.

Creativity and diversity:
Challenges for quality assurance

=
=UEUA E

The first workshop of the ESF MO Forum on Evaluation:
Indicators of Internationalisation took place in Stockholm
on 10-11 May 2010, hosted by the Swedish Research Council
(VR) and the Swedish Council for Working Life and Social
Research (FAS). The Forum is undertaking a pilot study to
design a set of indicators that could account for the
internationalisation of European research activities and
programmes. As part of the ESF-EuroHORCs roadmap, this
exercise includes a review of current policies and practices in
the member organisations with respect to internationalisation
in view of the ERA ambitions.

14 May 2010 was announced as the date for a launch for a
peer review questionnaire, developed by the ESF Member
Organisation Forum on Peer Review, and aiming, primarily, at
mapping the activities of member organisations in ex-ante
(pre-funding) peer review. The intention is to develop peer
review systems profitable for all funding agencies involved.

Consensus is aimed for for developing peer review criteria at
the European level and according to international standards.
The Forum is working towards peer review coordination to
enable benchmarking of national peer review processes,
possibly even standardisation of peer review processes to
make outcomes of nationally conducted peer review
comparable. The forum is to produce a “Peer Review Guide
for practitioners” in funding agencies, highlighting good
practice in a ‘tool box’ format, seeking to establish a common
terminology for peer review. The guide will be published on
the ESF website and maintained by ESF staff. ALLEA
welcomes this exercise, which can serve as a building block
for creating the European Research Area; with its focus on
ex-ante peer review it complements ‘the work of the ALLEA
Working Group Evaluating for Science which addresses
ex-post institutional evaluations.

On 17 May 2010, Academia Europaea issued its
commentary on_the Commission document "Europe
2020". It emphasises the critical need to ensure a maintained
and strong commitment to financial support for basic
research; for higher education capacity building in all
disciplines including the Humanities, and flexibility in the ERA
to ensure sustained economic development within Europe.
The paper advocates the idea of replacing the current sectoral
approach with a much more synergistic one, that sees
research, education and innovation as a balanced and
integrated portfolio of a “REI European Space”, that would
help assure long-term goals. It urges for measures to be
taken to stop the continuing outflow of young talented
Europeans overseas, and sees one way forward in a stronger
emphasis on 'cohesion' by using a significant portion of the
structural funds, which ought to be better coordinated with
Framework Programme funds. The Framework Programme
itself ought to rest on three pillars: 1) a smaller number of
drivers, expressed as significant European "Grand
Challenges"; 2) leading blue skies research with the ERC
being responsible for its implementation; and 3) assistance to
member states in stimulating joint undertakings via goal-
oriented networking, joint research infrastructure and
dedicated mobility actions.

The ESF-based Marine Board issued position paper No.14
on “Science Dimensions of an Ecosystem Approach to
Management of Biotic Ocean Resources (SEAMBOR)”
was launched during the European Maritime Day Stakeholder
Conference 2010 on 19 May 2010 in Gijon. Jointly prepared
by the Marine Board, the International Council for the
Exploration of the Sea (ICES) and the European Fisheries
and Aquaculture Research Organisation (EFARO), the
position paper contains priority recommendations for closer
interaction  between science community, programme
managers and European policy makers to facilitate and
support the implementation of a proper ecosystem-based
approach to management of living marine resources. The
paper calls for a clearer view of links between changes in
ecosystems, human use and human well-being. Such
understanding can improve long-term, sustainable and
integrated management of marine living resources such as
fish. An “Ecosystem Approach to Management” can enable
sustainable development, supporting environmental
protection, social equity and cohesion and economic
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prosperity. Science support is critical to underpin and
implement the EAM of ocean resources in the context of
climate change.

On 21-22 May 2010, high-level officials with responsibilities
for science and higher education met in Tirana to discuss
ways of enhancing the competitiveness of Southeast
European countries in the European and international
research arenas. The high-level round table and expert
meeting were organized by the Ministry of Education and
Science of Albania with the support of UNESCO’s Regional
Bureau for Science and Culture in Europe. In time for the
meeting ROSCE published the report “Science and
Education Policies in_Central and Eastern Europe,
Balkans, Caucasus and Baltic Countries”. The close
cooperation between UNESCO and the Albanian Ministry had
already yielded good results in 2009, when the Government of
Albania launched the “Cross-cutting Strategy for Science,
Technology and Innovation in Albania” covering the period
2009-2015.

The FP7-publication “Communicating research _ for
evidence-based policymaking: A practical guide for
researchers in socio-economic sciences and humanities”
was published on 25 May 2010. The guide offers practical
advice on how to build a functional communications interface
between researchers and policymakers. Advocating a
cooperative approach to the policy design process, it is
specifically tailored to meet the needs of those involved in EU-
funded socio-economic research projects. The report provides
essential help in creating policy briefs, project websites, flyers
and brochures. It offers insights into dealing with the press
and contains valuable suggestions on how to organise a final
conference. With this guide, researchers should be better able
to develop and implement a successful dissemination
strategy.

The European Union’s Competitiveness Council at its
meeting on 26 May 2010 took decisions with regard to Joint
Programming Initiatives. It had already confirmed the first
themes for Joint Programming Initiatives, identified by the
High Level Group for Joint Programming (GPC: “Groupe de
haut niveau pour la Programmation Conjointe”) in November
2009: 1) Agriculture, food security and climate change; 2) A
healthy diet for a healthy life (formerly known as "Health, food
and prevention of diet-related diseases"); 3) Cultural heritage
& global change: — A new challenge for Europe (formerly
known as "Cultural heritage, climate change and security"),
and expects now to be able to give the go-ahead soon. The
Council welcomed the progress made in substantiating a new
set of themes for JPIs and confirmed the following: 1)
Connecting Climate Knowledge for Europe (CIik'EU); 2)
Healthy and Productive Seas and Oceans; 3) More Years,
Better Lives - The Potential and Challenges of Demographic
Change; 4) The microbial challenge - An emerging threat to
human health; 5) Urban Europe - Global Challenges, Local
Solutions; 6) Water Challenges for a Changing World. The
aim of Joint Programming is to increase the value of relevant
national and EU R&D funding by concerted planning,
implementation and evaluation of national research
programmes. Even common financing could be considered in
this context. Member States shall coordinate national

research activities, bundle resources, benefit from
complementarities and develop common research agendas,
in order to face the grand societal challenges — all in variable
geometry and therefore on a voluntary basis. Joint
Programming intends to tackle the challenges that cannot be
solved solely on the national level and allows Member States
to participate in those joint initiatives that seem useful for
them. ALLEA had discussed the notion at its recent Young
Academy brainstorming workshop in Turkey (“Grand
Challenges of interdisciplinarity: science policy choices and
societal responsibility”) and has been called upon to
participate in the finalising of guidelines for the
implementation of JPI's.

The science policy briefing

UHDPEHN ‘Human_Stem_Cell Research
ElENEE and Regenerative Medicine:

A European Perspective on
DUNDHT]DN Scientific, Ethical and Legal
Issues’  was released by the
European Medical Research Councils of the ESF on 2 June
2010. It explores the current ethical concerns, particularly with
clinical application, and analyses how the legislative
landscape has altered in Europe within the previous six years.
Regenerative medicine promises to be one of the most
fascinating and controversial scientific developments of the
21st century, but the different ethical or religious beliefs in
individual countries in Europe means each has different
policies for human stem cell research, and some are not
willing to develop human stem cell-based therapies. The
authors recommend that public funding at the national and
European level is needed to support human embryonic stem
cell research. Given the variable situation in different
European countries, progress toward therapies would be
faster if researchers across Europe were given equitable
research opportunities, provided that balanced facts about the
risks and benefits of research were understood. If therapies
become available, all patients across Europe should have
equitable access to such therapies. The report also highlights
a particular issue with the complexity of patenting human
embryonic stem cell technologies in Europe. The ALLEA
Standing Committee on Intellectual Property Rights, at its
upcoming meeting, will look more close into the IPR-
dimensions of stem cell research, see also the presentation at
the workshop during the World Science Forum 2009.

ALLEA was invited to join the European Institute of
Innovation and Technology (EIT) for its conference
'‘Launching the KICs - Delivering new solutions to the
European innovation landscape' in Barcelonaon 2 - 3 June
2010. The event celebrated the designation of the first three
“‘Knowledge and Innovation Communities” (KICs), namely
Climate-KIC, EIT-ICT-Labs and KIC-InnoEnergy. The
conference allowed participants to draw initial lessons from
their set-up process and provided EIT stakeholders from the
European innovation landscape with an excellent opportunity
to meet with KIC representatives as newcomers in the wider
EU “innovation ecosystems”: it afforded an opportunity to
better understand this new kind of integrated knowledge
communities.
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The European Universities Association’s “Council for
Doctoral Education” held its annual meeting on 4-5 June
2010 at Freie Universitat Berlin. Participants heard that there
has been a major shift in doctoral education in Europe, with
new administrative structures - doctoral schools — being
established at more than half the universities to manage this
part of their activities, and the traditional master-apprentice
model being replaced with structured PhD programmes.
Since the doctorate is based on original research and not on
teaching, many of the existing Bologna tools (such as credit
systems) were found not to be directly applicable to the
doctoral cycle; there are implications also for the recruiting
process: university leaders were encouraged to promote risk-
taking in the recruitment of doctoral candidates — by focussing
more on the research potential of the candidate rather than
past academic record; also a development of specific, peer-
review based Quality Assurance systems that would be
suitable for doctoral education was considered. The idea of a
special certificate for doctoral holders (to improve recognition,
mobility and access to the workplace) was also raised at the
meeting.

On 7 June 2010, Scientix,
a new, multilingual web
portal, was launched. It
aims to help those involved
at different levels in
science  education -
teachers, researchers,
policymakers, parents and
young people - to share
materials, resources and
experiences. Set up with
FP7-funding, the initiative
is managed by European
Schoolnet (EUN), a network of 31 European education
ministries. It provides access to teaching resources and
reports resulting from projects financed under FP6 and FP7,
the Lifelong Learning Programme of DG Education and
Culture, and several national schemes. Crucially, registered
users can request that a resource be translated into any of the
23 official languages of the EU. In addition, teachers can also
suggest new projects or events, and share their ideas and
experiences with colleagues across Europe. The site is
already available in six languages (German, English, Spanish,
French, Italian and Polish).

@ Shutterstocks

On 7 June 2010, the League of European Research
Universities (LERU) presented its new advice paper
‘Towards an_effective 8th Framework Programme for
Research’. The paper states that if Europe wants to meet the
targets of the new Europe 2020 strategy, the EU needs to
significantly increase its investment in research, notably
through the Framework Programme.

The International Polar Year 2007-2008 (IPY), the largest
polar research and education venture ever, formally came to a
close at a ceremony in Oslo on 12 June 2010, the final day of
the Oslo Polar Science Conference (7-12 June 2010). This
was an occasion also to insist on the need to secure the
legacy of this important initiative. With more than 2300
participants registered, many of whom had participated in

multi-year, multidisciplinary IPY-endorsed collaborations, the
conference showcased the broad range of science and
education activities stimulated by the IPY. ICSU as one of the
sponsors of the IPY issued a statement on the universality
of science in the polar regions, calling on the international
community notably to support “1. continued and responsible
access to all areas of the Arctic and Antarctic for research
purposes; 2. full, open, and timely access to polar research
data and information for research and educational purposes
and for sustainable development of polar regions; 3.
continued development of international research capacity,
coordination, and collaboration, including sharing of data and
information and pooling of national research capabilities; 4.
development of and adherence to policies, procedures, and
regulations— and provision of resources—to ensure the long-
term effectiveness of the mechanisms that are necessary to
deliver 1-3; and 5. continued recognition among polar
scientists of their responsibilities toward sharing and
stewardship of data and information.”

8 June 2010 saw the launch of the Polar Information
Commons during the final conference of the International
Polar Year, IPY, in Oslo. The Polar Information Commons
(PIC) aim to establish the framework for the long-term
stewardship of polar data and information. Inspired by the
Antarctic Treaty of 1959 that established the Antarctic as a
global commons to generate greater scientific understanding,
PIC asserts that data and information about the polar regions
are themselves "public goods" that should be shared ethically
and with minimal constraint. PIC would function as an open,
virtual repository for vital scientific data and information, and
would provide a shared, community-based cyber-
infrastructure  fostering innovation, improved scientific
understanding, and encourage participation in research,
education, planning, and management in the polar regions,
building on the legacy of the International Polar Year. PIC is
a CODATA-led initiative seeded by the ICSU Grants
Programme, and ICSU bodies such as the Scientific
Committee on Antarctic Research and the International Arctic
Science Committee played key roles.

As reported on 11 June 2010, the “IPCC for nature gets
green light”, as delegates from 90 countries approved in a
meeting in  Busan (Korea) the proposal for an
Intergovernmental  Platform on  Biodiversity and
Ecosystem Services (IPBES). The independent panel
largely modelled on the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
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Change will bridge the gulf between the wealth of scientific
assessments on the decline of biodiversity worldwide and
government action required to reverse this trend. It is meant
to bring consistency to assessments, conduct scientific
assessments of its own to fill gaps in knowledge and carry out
peer reviews of the wealth of science on biodiversity and
ecosystem services emerging from research institutes around
the globe, UN bodies, NGOs and the private sector in order to
provide ‘gold standard’ reports to governments. It will also act
as an early warning system, alerting governments to fresh
topics identified by science and indicating where greater
research efforts are needed. IPBES will support capacity-
building in developing countries and catalyse funding to assist
scientists in these countries in preparing national
assessments. Participants welcomed the offer by UNEP and
UNESCO to sponsor the IPBES; Brazil and a number of
European countries offered to host the permanent secretariat
or a technical support unit in a structure that would mirror the
IPCC. The United Nations General Assembly will take a
decision on whether to establish the independent panel
formally at its next session in New York on 22 September
2010.

The EU-China Science and Technology week at the Shanghai
World Expo from 14-19 June 2010, also saw the launch of the
report “World and European Sustainable Cities. Insights
from EU research”. It presents a sample of research projects
funded under FP6 and FP7 and UN-Habitat activities, and
addresses questions related to the concentration of urban
needs and services, migration and settlement patterns and
new forms of poverty and exclusion in Europe, as well as
urban welfare and social innovation, and green urban
planning.

The European Council adopted on 17 June 2010 the
European Commission’s strategy “Europe 2020: A strateqy
for smart, sustainable and inclusive growth”, which
addresses the necessities for moving Europe forward which
had been exacerbated by the recent financial crisis. The
Europe 2020 strategy put forward by the Commission sets out
a vision of Europe's social market economy for the 21st
century. It shows how the EU can come out stronger from the
crisis and how it can be turned into a smart, sustainable and
inclusive economy delivering high levels of employment,
productivity and social cohesion. To deliver rapid and lasting
results, stronger economic governance will be required.

The 16th annual conference of the European Association of
Research Managers and Administrators (EARMA) took
place in Ljubljana 20-23 June 2010 under the title ”Grand
Challenges in Research Management and Administration
in__Europe” Sessions included topics such as FP7
management and Finance, research office services, and
research strategy & policy — funding strategies, industry-
university collaborations, and building research capacity

On 21-23 June 2010, Northumbria University hosted the 4th
International Plagiarism Conference “Towards and
Authentic _Future”, a biennial event on plagiarism and
authentic assessment run by plagiarismadvice.org. It featured
contributions covering regulatory, legal, international and an
emerging technology stream which had papers on “similarity

identification between images using an image based search”,
translated and paraphrased plagiarism, and natural language
processing, forensic linguistics and semantic analysis text
based detection. Many research papers looked at changes to
teaching practices, efficacy of detection technology, contract
cheating, and the use of preventative pedagogic approaches.
The ALLEA Standing Committee on Science and Ethics
has identified for its future activities the need to further
explore the topic of plagiarism, including plagiarism in
textbooks. A workshop on the notion of plagiarism will be
convened in the course of 2011.

On 22 June 2010, Francesco Fedi, who had served as
President of the COST Committee of Senior Officials since
2004 and who ended his Presidency on 21 June 2010, was
succeeded by Angeles Rodriguez Pefia. Already on 8 June
2010 Fedi had been elected president of the General
Assembly and of the Administrative Board of the COST Office
Association.

On 22 June 2010, ICSU in cooperation with the International
Social Science Council (ISSC) and as part of the Earth
Visioning process hosted an Open Forum meeting in Paris.
The meeting explored institutional frameworks that could
effectively and successfully support the research and delivery
of the Grand Challenges in global sustainability research.
This Open Forum provided a platform to facilitate exchange of
information and perspectives also on funding perspectives
and policy relevance, but also addressed regional
perspectives. Following the Open Forum, the co-sponsors of
the four major global environmental change programmes
(IOC, ISSC, IUBS, SCOPE, UNESCO, UNU, WMO), the four
global environmental change programmes (DIVERSITAS,
IGBP, IHDP, WCRP), ESSP, UNEP and funding bodies met
on 23-24 June 2010, to absorb the discussions from the Open
Forum and the results of the web consultations.

The World Social Science Report 2010 was released on 25
June 2010 at UNESCO Headquarters in Paris. Produced by
the International Social Science Council (ISSC) and co-
published with UNESCO, the Report is the first
comprehensive overview of the field in over a decade.
Hundreds of social scientists from around the world
contributed their expertise to the publication. It shows that
social science from Western countries continues to have the
greatest global influence,
but the field is expanding s e
rapidly in Asia and Latin | —= i
America, particularly in
China and Brazil. In sub-
Saharan Africa, social
scientists from South Africa,
Nigeria and Kenya produce
75% of academic
publications. In South Asia,
barring some centres of
excellence in India, social
sciences as a whole have
low priority. These are a few
of the findings from World
Social Science Report,
2010: “Knowledge divides”.

Knowledge Divides
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The European Association for Population Studies (EAPS) and
the Vienna Institute of Demography (VID) of the Austrian
Academy of Sciences will hold the European Population
Conference (EPC in Vienna on 1-4 September 2010.
“Population and Environment” is the topic for the EPC 2010
as the conference will consider the interactions between
global climate change and demographic trends to be among
the greatest challenges of our modern times.

{%3\ European Population Conference 2010

1-4 Seprember 2010 Vienna, Austria

The inaugural Kavli Prize Science Forum, a partnership of
the Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters, the Kavli
Foundation and the Norwegian Ministry of Education and
Research, will be held on 6 September 2010 in Oslo. The
Forum is a biennial event aimed at facilitating high-level,
global discussion of major topics on science and science
policy. This years topic: “The Role of International
Cooperation in Science”. The inaugural forum will bring
together some of the most influential science policy figures in
the world. Among them will be John P. Holdren, science
advisor to President Barack Obama, and Ernst-Ludwig
Winnacker, the first head of the European Research Council
and now Secretary-General of the International Human
Frontier Science Program Organization (HFSPO). Also joining
a panel discussion will be the presidents of the Royal Society,
the U.S. National Academy of Sciences, the Science Council
of Japan, the Chinese Academy of Sciences and the
Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters. Officials from the
U.S. Department of Energy and the Max Planck Institute will
also be panelists. These are the key organisations involved in
the Kavli price process. Moderating the event will be Charles
M. Vest, former president of MIT and now president of the
U.S. National Academy of Engineering. The Forum is part of
Kavli Prize Week, 6-9 Septembner 2010, which includes the
Kavli Prize Symposia and the Kavli Prize Ceremony and
Banquet, held in honor of the 2010 Kavli Prize laureates.

The university of Leuven will host the annual conference of
Academia Europaea held under the title "Beyond Lisbon:
Europe a Knowledge Intensive Society" on 9-11
September 2010. The conference will have a mix of science
and science policy sessions. Next to the section and business
sessions, side meetings will be convened, such as the one on
8 September 2010 on protecting scholarship capacity on
smaller and highly specialised subjects, notably in the
Humanities; some of these are under threat as they are often
considered economically costly for university administrations
(the programme uses the German term “Orchideenfacher”). A
gradual erosion at national level risks undermining the
capacity throughout Europe to train and support future
scholars and custodians for these essential fields of
knowledge. AE intends to establish an expert group to
analyse the current situation across Europe and to produce a
'memorandum’ that can be presented to European and
National authorities and that describes possible options for
"preserving the future" in these fields.

Following the review of nominations received by IAP from
Academies, 60 top young scientists from 41 countries have
been selected to be offered participation in the Young
Scientists Conference to be held in conjunction with the
World Economic Forum’s annual meeting of the "New
Champions” in Tianjin, China, on 13-15 September 2010.
For the first time, participants will have an opportunity to
present posters to showcase their work. Several posters will
be placed on public display in the Tianjin Convention Centre.
This year's themes are “Building Successful Business-
University Partnerships” and “Advancing Green Technologies
for Sustainability.”

On 15-18 September 2010, Acadéemie Royale des
Sciences, des Lettres et des Beaux-Arts de Belgique will
organise an international symposium under the title «The
spirit of adventure and the principle of precaution».
Numerous critical scientific areas, subjected to intense public
debates and often requiring regulatory regimes and political
decision-making, such as nuclear energy, GM foods,
neurosciences, climate sciences, jurisprudence and
economics will be addressed in a deliberately interdisciplinary
approach.

The first conference of the FP-7 funded project Fibonacci
will be held on 21-22 September 2010 in Bayreuth, Germany.
Fibonacci aims at a large dissemination of inquiry-based
science and mathematics education (IBSME) in Europe. It is
coordinated by the French La main a la pate project
supported by Académie des Sciences, and brings together
38 partners in 24 European countries. Entitled “Raising
awareness about Inquiry-Based Science and Mathematics
Education in_European countries” the conference will
address a target audience of educationalists, researchers,
scientists, policy makers and stakeholders.

Fibonacca
project

An exhibition of the Institute of Organic Chemistry and
Biochemistry (IOCHB) of the Academy of Sciences of the
Czech Republic at Shanghai’'s EXPO 2010 is one of the
biggest lures of the event in Shanghai. Prof. Holy's successful
work on a treatment for AIDS will give rise to a special
scientific seminar on 23 September 2010 in the Expo forum.
and which will be presenting Czech science, especially a
research at the Institute of organic chemistry and
biochemistry. More than 200 Chinese scientists from Institutes
of Academy of Science in China and from the University of
Shanghai will attend. The following day IOCHB will be again
presenting its work at the prestigious Shanghai Institute of
Organic Chemistry. Considering that science and research
are otherwise not presented outside national pavilions by
other countries, the IOCHB received an unique opportunity.

The Royal Society of London will host on 27-28 September
2010 an interdisciplinary meeting under the title “Web
science: A new frontier”. This interdisciplinary meeting will
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present the components of a Science of the Web, discussing
the many ways in which the World Wide Web has changed
almost every aspect of modern life, offering as it does access
to the largest information fabric in history. Yet the Web is
rarely approached as an object of scientific study. Questions
this meeting will address include: what processes have driven
the Web's growth, and will they persist? How does large-scale
structure emerge from a simple set of protocols? How does
the Web work as a socio-technical system? What drives the
viral uptake of certain Web phenomena? What might fragment
the Web?

Sachsische Akademie der Wissenschaften zu Leipzig is
the main sponsor for an international workshop as part of their
academy project on “Scientific relations between Germany
and Russia in the fields of chemistry, pharmacology and

medicine”, to be convened on 30 September - 1 October
2010 at University of Leipzig's Karl-Sudhoff-Institute for the
history of medicine and the natural sciences. A series of
publications with sources on individual scientists was
launched in 2008. Three volumes are expected in 2010 and
also the proceedings of this workshop will be published in
2011.

Martin Dominik and John Zarnecki will convene at Kavli Royal
Society International Centre a meeting “Towards a
scientific and societal agenda on extra-terrestrial life” on
4-5 October 2010. Should extra-terrestrial life exist, upcoming
efforts will provide living generations with a realistic chance of
its detection. Even more than the scientific agenda, a
corresponding complementary societal agenda needs to be
debated. With a mix of invited talks and panel debates, the
detection of life, the communication with potential extra-
terrestrial civilizations, the implications for the future of
humanity, and the political issues for the UN agenda that are
required will be addressed.

Leopoldina in co-operation with “The Young Academy” will
host a symposium “Human Rights and Science” in Berlin on
6 October 2010. Leopoldina joined the “International Human
Rights Network of Academies and Scholarly Societies” in
2003, but found that neither the activities of the IHRN, nor the
many human rights violations suffered by academics, are well
known to the general public or even to academic institutions.
This symposium aims to provide information on human rights
norms and institutions and will allow representatives of
European academies to discuss the human rights situation in
various parts of the continent. In May 1993 the “International
Human Rights Network of Academies and Scholarly
Societies” (IHRN) was established at the U.S. National
Academy of Sciences. The IHRN assists scientists and
scholars around the world who are subjected to repression
solely for having non-violently exercised their rights as

promulgated by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. It
also promotes and protects the independence of academies
and scholarly societies worldwide and the free exchange of
ideas. Currently, science academies and scholarly societies in
70 countries are affiliated with IHRN. ALLEA Hon. President
P. Drenth had attended previous meetings of the network,
including the last one convened in Rabat, together with many
other members of the ALLEA Standing Committee on
Science & Ethics. He will attend this symposium and provide
the link to the relevant ongoing activities of the Committee.
Lately, the Committee had worked notably on mobilising
support for higher education and research in Palestine,
and in particular of efforts to end the isolation of researchers
based in Gaza.

Berlin-Brandenburg  Academy of Sciences and
Humanities (BBAW) will host on 6-8 October 2010 an
international symposium in Berlin, organised together with the
Russian  Academy of Sciences, on “Molecular
Neurobiology Today And Tomorrow”. Life scientists,
biomedical researchers and geneticists will discuss topical
and emerging issues, such as the neuropathologies currently
in the focus of cutting-edge genetic research. One of the
purposes is to create opportunities for the building of
collaborative research projects, notably among younger
researchers.

The Bavarian Academy of Sciences and Humanities will
host the “ForumAlpinum 2010: Metropoles and their Alps”
on 6-9 October 2010 in Munich. Jointly organised with the
International Scientific Committee on Research in the Alps
(ISCAR), this ForumAlpinum will be held in the city of Munich
to highlight the many links and connections between the
Alpine Arc and its adjacent cities and agglomerations,
reflected also in current EU-wide discussions of macro-
regions and spatial policies. The 2010 ForumAlpinum will
explore the relationship between the Alps and large cities
along the Alpine Arc from the angles of different scientific
fields and diverse political perspectives. Plenary talks and
workshops will focus on topics such as urbanisation, mobility,
biodiversity, climate change and geo risks. The
ForumAlpinum 2010 will culminate in a discussion that will
bring together mayors from cities along the Alpine Arc and
emissaries from Alpine regions, the EU and the Alpine
Convention to address essential requirements and
perspectives for joint strategies to achieve a European macro-
region in the Alpine Arc.

The trilateral symposium between Acadéemie des Sciences,
Leopoldina and the Chinese Academy of Sciences on
“Future of sciences, sciences for the future: Chemistry
and its interfaces with biology and physics” will be held on
7-9 October 2010 in Paris. As developments in science and
technology grow ever more rapid, faster and more effective
communication of the scientific results from the international
academic community to peers, to application-oriented
institutions and industries as well as to policy- and decision-
makers represents a real challenge and is therefore a global
issue. Chemists from the three countries will share most
recent advances in their fields, thereby promoting
international scientific exchanges. A round-table discussion
will focus on the various approaches, existing or to be
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implemented, for promoting sciences, with chemistry being in
the focus, aimed at decision-makers in scientific institutions
and science management and at younger scientists
representing the next generation.

The Polish Academy of Sciences will
host the international conference P N
“Current _challenges in___medical

communication: diagnosing __and
curing unethical _practices” in
Warsaw on 8 October 2010. Despite
the pressure to publish and due to lack
of time, it has been estimated that two thirds of medical
research remains unpublished. Questions emerge about the
propriety of the participation of professional writers in
producing papers. Another common phenomenon in scientific
reporting is ghost-writing (a substantial contribution to a
manuscript without mentioning the role of the actual author,
but naming as authors those whose contributions are
questionable, if they exist at all). These and other dilemmas of
scientific communication will be discussed. The scientific
committee of the conference is chaired by Andrzej Gérski,
vice-president of the Polish Academy of Sciences.

POLSKA AKADEMIA NAUK

On 10-12 October 2010, the Faculty of Science and the
Deanship of Postgraduate Studies & Scientific Research of Al
Azhar University, Gaza, Palestine will organise the 1st
International Conference On Basic & Applied Sciences
(ICBAS). The ICBAS program will consist of plenary and
keynote lectures, oral, poster, and videoconferencing
sessions with scientists and researchers from Palestine and
other countries. The conference aims to strengthen
relationships and ties between Palestine and academic
institutions and researchers based elsewhere, and to facilitate
joint scientific endeavours and visits. More than 200
participants are expected, and members of the ALLEA
Standing Committee for Science and Ethics, as part of its
engagement to support higher_education and research in
Palestine, and in particular to end the isolation of researchers
based in Gaza, will attend. ALLEA has also offered support
for European young scientists to participate in the conference.

The 22nd International CODATA
Conference "Scientific Information
for _Society: From Today to the
Future" will take place in Cape Town,
South Africa on 24-27 October 2010.
Recent spectacular achievements in
information technology have changed
the way scientific research is being
carried out; similarly, modes of storage,
dissemination, archival and management of data have
undergone a sea change. Online collaborative research and
long-distance data sharing and analysis are among the best
known results of the accessibilty of new research
infrastructures, grid computing etc. By the same token,
challenges for the scientific community have grown, too,
ranging from data management to data quality, data access,
and data archiving. As scientific development depends on
increased cooperation between scientists from the global
North and South, this conference will build on the vision of the
ICSU African Regional Office, with two core tenets:

N

CODATA 22

CAPE TOWN

excellence in science is to be linked to policy making and to
the sustainable socio-economic development in Africa.
Equitable access to scientific data and information is a
prerequisite for the establishment of scientific capacity that
can be used to contribute to the production of new scientific
knowledge for the sustainable benefit of society.

On 26 October 2010, the Czech Ministry of Education, Youth
and Sports in cooperation with the Technology Centre of the
Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic will organize
the 8th “Czech Days for European Research” conference
(CZEDERS8) under the theme Further perspectives of
European Research (and innovation) Area at Masarykova
kolej in Prague. The conference programme will comprise
three sections, with talks on directions of European R&D&l,
the FP7 midterm evaluation, and strategies for the preparation
of the future programming period. Technology Centre is a
consortium of institutes of the Academy of Sciences and
Technology Management Ltd. and operates as the National
Information Centre for European Research, it works on
analytic and perspective studies in RTD and innovation and it
is involved in transnational technology transfer. It also
produces studies for research and innovation policies and
priorities and foresight and is engaged in advising on regional
innovation strategies.

The 12th Baltic Conference on Intellectual Cooperation
will be held in Vilnius on 4-5 November 2010. The conference
is usually biennially hosted by the Academies of Sciences in
one of the three Baltic countries, Lithuania, Latvia and
Estonia, and often includes the participation of Finnish and
other academies in the states bordering on the Baltic Sea.
This year’s conference, hosted by the Academy of Sciences
of Lithuania, will concentrate on science and society issues.
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The European Institutes for Advanced Study (EURIAS)
Fellowship Programme, which includes a number of
institutes run by ALLEA Member Academies, is an researcher
mobility programme offering in its 1st round of competition 33
fellowships for the academic year 2011-2012. It proposes 10-
month residencies in one of the 14 participating Institutes. The
Programme builds on the strong reputation of the Institutes for
Advanced Study for promoting the concentrated, self-directed
work of excellent researchers within the stimulating
environment of a multi-disciplinary and international group of
fellows. EURIAS Fellowships are mainly offered in the fields
of the humanities and social sciences but may also be
granted to scholars in natural and exact sciences, if their
proposed research project does not require laboratory
facilities. The 14 very diverse institutes have agreed on a
common selection procedure. The Programme welcomes
applications worldwide from promising scholars at an early
stage of their careers, as well as from established senior
researchers. During their fellowship, EURIAS fellows benefit
from the high-quality research environment and working
conditions provided by the host Institute. The deadline for
application is 10 September 2010.

The Ludvig Holberg Memorial Fund is inviting nominations for
the Holberg international memorial prize. The prize is for
internationally recognised contributions to research in the
fields of humanities, social sciences, law or theology. The
prize is worth ca. €575.000. The deadline for nominations is
15 September 2010.

The Singapore National Research Foundation invites
applications for its fellowship scheme. The fellowship will
provide funding to exceptional, young scientists and
researchers to carry out independent, cutting-edge research
in Singapore. Research proposals in the following cluster
areas are considered: computer science (infocomm
technologies and interactive digital media), engineering (all
branches), life sciences and natural/physical sciences. The
deadline for nominations is 15 September 2010.

cocostE

EURCPEAN COOPERATION
IM SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

COST (European Cooperation in Science and
Technology) is one of the longest-running European
instruments supporting cooperation among scientists and
researchers across Europe. With an Open Call, COST invites
researchers throughout Europe to submit proposals for
research networks. The Open Call follows a two-stage
process whereby applicants, after registering, submit a
preliminary proposal by a set collection date. This preliminary
proposal provides an overview of proposed Action's goal and
its foreseen impact. After assessment, approximately 80 of
these preliminary proposals are selected for the second
phase. Successful applicants are then invited to submit a full
proposal. Awarded networks will receive support to cover the

costs of networking activities such as meetings (e.g. travel,
subsistence, local organiser support), conferences,
workshops, short-term scientific exchanges, training schools,
publications and dissemination activities. However, COST
does not fund the research itself. The next “collection date”
(deadline) is 24 September 2010 at 17:00 Brussels time.

European Science Foundation (ESF) has postponed its
Call for Research Networking Programmes (RNP’s), originally
scheduled for 1 July 2010, has been postponed. This decision
was taken in the context of the current discussions about an
institutional realignment of ESF and EUROHORCS (European
Heads of Research Councils). While the new organisation is
expected no longer to function as a funding organisation, final
decisions have not yet been taken about the way to proceed
with the Call for RNPs. All depends on the outcome of further
discussions regarding the future mission and activities of the
new organisation. This decision has no bearing on the request
for contributions from ESF Member Organisations for the
launching of proposals that had emerged successful from the
2009 RNP Call.

The Human Frontier Science Program (HFSP) supports
novel, innovative and interdisciplinary basic research focused
on the complex mechanisms of living organisms; topics range
from molecular and cellular approaches to systems and
cognitive neuroscience. A clear emphasis is placed on novel
collaborations that bring biologists together with scientists
from fields such as physics, mathematics, chemistry,
computer science and engineering to focus on problems at
the frontier of the life sciences. Postdoctoral Fellowships
are available for scientists who wish to work in foreign
laboratories, with emphasis on individuals early in their
careers who wish to obtain training in a different field of
research. Fellows who return to their home countries are
eligible to apply for a Career Development Award. Cross-
Disciplinary Fellowships: Cross-disciplinary fellowships are
intended for postdoctoral fellows with a Ph.D. degree in the
physical sciences, chemistry, mathematics, engineering and
computer sciences who wish to receive training in biology.
The reqgistration for 2011 long-term, career development
and cross-disciplinary fellowships is open.

The Max Planck Research Award
will  be conferred on two
internationally renowned scientific
researchers — one of them working
in Germany and another one
working abroad. Nominations of

qualified female scientific
researchers are especially
welcome. On an annually

alternating basis the call for nominations addresses areas
within the natural and engineering sciences, the life sciences
and the humanities. By choosing these areas, the Max Planck
Society and the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation wish to
give an additional impulse to disciplines which have not yet
established themselves in Germany or which should be
developed further. The award for 2011 will be in the area of
engineering sciences, and more specifically in the field of
"Intelligent  Systems". Intelligent systems integrate
information acquisition and processing, as well as target-
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oriented action, also under diffuse boundary conditions.
Research in engineering science that deals with intelligent
systems focuses on, among other things, making rational and
human cognitive performance and procedures available for
artificial inanimate and bio-hybrid systems by machines. The
deadline for nominations is 20 October 2010.

The RELATE project (REsearch LAbs for TEaching
Journalists) seeks to improve scientific communication by
strengthening the relation between scientists and journalists.
The project (funded for the period 2009-2011) gives young
journalists an opportunity to spend a week side by side with
scientists in research laboratories and to work as real science
journalists, interviewing and filming researchers, attending
press conferences, learning from their work and also taking
part in some interesting experiments. For the hosting
laboratories, typically those involved in FP6 and FP7 research
projects, RELATE represents a good opportunity to get in
touch with young, dynamic and enthusiastic journalists, eager
to understand and to communicate about their researches.
The established media relations at European level could
boost visibility and create a preferred communication channel
between those laboratories and journalists. The initiative has
already involved about 50 European journalists and 20
laboratories and is about to launch its 3rd and last round of
training sessions in November 2010.
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