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Origin 

• 1991: Art. 3 and 4 of the Alpine Convention: 
   transnational cooperation in Alpine research 

• Swiss Academies begin informal cooperation with 
  partners from all Alpine countries 

• 1994: 1st ForumAlpinum (international conference on 
   Alpine research) 

• 1999: Scientific Board of the ForumAlpinum is 
   transformed into ISCAR (ISCAR Convention) 
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          Composition 

• ISCAR Partners (1 from each Alpine country) 
  - Academies: ÖAW, BAdW, a+, SAZU 
  - FR: Pôle Grenoble, IT: formerly EIM  

• 12 members, 2 per partner -> attempt to 
   represent various disciplines (interdisciplinarity) 
   Observer: Alpine Convention (DG Research) 

• Office funded a+ / hosted SCNAT 
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Objectives 

ISCAR Convention 1999 

• promote interdisciplinary research on the Alps as well as the 
   transfer of scientific knowledge to relevant authorities and the general 
   public 

• ensure the continuity and the scientific quality of the bi-annual  
  ForumAlpinum to promote international cooperation in Alpine 
  research 

• stimulate scientific research of relevance for the Alps as well as their 
  implementation within international or mountain research 
  programmes 

• take up research topics in the interest of the Alpine Convention and 
  advises the responsible authorities for that Convention 
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Successes, Actions 

• Official Observer of the Alpine Convention (2000)  

• 9 issues of the ForumAlpinum (1994-2010) 
   rotation among Alpine countries  
   establish national committees / working groups for 
      Mountain Research (CH, AU, Bavaria, IT) 

• Research Agenda to the Multi-annual work  
  programme of the Alpine Convention (2005-10) 

• Cooperation with Alpine networks:  Ecological 
  Continuum Initiative; Research on Alpine Protected 
  Areas (journal eco.mont, Kaprun Symposium)    
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Future plans 

• ISCAR: become scientific advisory board of the Alpine 
  Convention (scientific versus administrative expertise) 

• Suggestion to ALLEA: Academies from countries with 
  mountain areas could build up a European network for 
  mountain research. Use the Mountain Research 
  Initiative (MRI) as structure (as Alps or Carpathians) 

www.iscar-alpineresearch.org 

http://www.iscar-alpineresearch.org�
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