


From the Presidency’s acceptance remarks

In his acceptance speech, the re-elected President recalled
how he had been engaged in ALLEA activities since the mid-
1990’s, as delegate to the General Assembly and as Chair of
two Working Groups, before being elected President in
Krakow in 2006. Jiiri Engelbrecht reminded the Steering
Committee of the achievements over the last few years — the
work of the Standing Committees and Working Groups, the
conferences and science policy statements and publications.
He pointed out some of the challenges that ALLEA and its
Member Academies were facing - including the lack of a
common position among academies on many science policy
issues (and even on some scientific matters) and the changing
role of academies in the rapidly evolving science landscape in
Europe and the World. Among the opportunities he counted
the standing that National Academies had in advocating
research integrity and ethics in science, as well as a renewed
impetus in their approaches to intellectual property rights,
evaluation, science education and in the field of “science and
media”. He said he was confident that with the renewed Head
Office, hosted by the Royal Netherlands Academy, ALLEA
will be better placed to carry the voice of its Member
Academies in Europe and beyond and to meet the challenges
at the interface of science and society.

The Vice-President, in his short statement, drew attention to
the need - already articulated by the General Assembly - to
translate Strategy into a clear financial and implementation
plan. He also pointed to the potential of some of the new
projects for the visibility of academies in present-day society,
such as “Towards a European Young Academy”.

Activities Presidency, Office and Steering
Committee (Jan.-March 2009)

Presidency and Office pursue their interactions with Member
Academies in preparation of the new Strategic Plan 2010-
2015. Typically these interaction occur in the sidelines of
other meetings attended by the presidency or the director.

On 16.01.2009, ALLEA President Jiiri Engelbrecht paid an
informal visit to the newly elected president of Académie des
Sciences, Paris (FR), Jean Salengon. The Foreign Secretary
Guy Laval, member of the ALLEA Steering Committee, was

also present. Conversation focused on the global
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engagements of academies (and of networks, such as ALLEA)
in the service of science. Académie des Sciences would also
like to further advance its work on science education in a
European context (committee chaired by Pierre Lena). More

Information.

Also on 16.01.2009, ExDir R. Klein
participated in an inter-academy
expert  workshop of  Union
Académique Internationale on
“China and the Mediterranean”
which was hosted by Royal Danish
Academy of Sciences and Letters,
Copenhagen (DK). In this context, he was received by RDA’s
President Kirsten Hastrup, vice-president Erik Hviid Larsen
(Class of Sciences), and the Head of the RDA Office Pia
Griiner. Klein presented future ALLEA activities and the
process leading up to the Strategic Plan. RDA expressed
appreciation of ALLEA’s work, and welcomed the possibility
of using ALLEA as a platform to discuss, in a European
forum, science policy issues of concern at home: thus, RDA’s
annual science policy seminar on 22 January 2009, with a
hand-picked audience from politics (ministry), academia,
industry, media, critically engaged with the new university
law, and RDA would welcome an ALLEA-wide debate on the
new framework conditions for Higher Education and
research in Europe. The proposed theme of the upcoming
General Assembly conference in Stockholm 2010 (“learning”)
could trigger such an initiative, with a focus on the freedom
and necessary independence of basic science. RDA, as
academic publisher, also mentioned a possible European
inter-academy initiative to discuss benefits and challenges of
Open Access for academy publishers. It was suggested to hold
a joint workshop to explore possibilities for sharing resources
and expertise in production and marketing.

On 19.01.2009, ExDir R. Klein presented the evolving
ALLEA Strategic Plan to the Board of the Royal Netherlands
Academy of Arts and Sciences (KNAW), Amsterdam (NL).
The Board was interested in the linkage between the
development of the Strategic Plan and the financial plan.
ALLEA emphasised the measures to be taken to connect the
generation and completion of projects and reports to the
interests of Member Academies. KNAW was also welcoming
moves to seek closer linkages between ALLEA and EASAC
projects, and welcomed the initiative “Towards a European
Young Academy”.
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ALLEA President and ExDir
attended, on 21-23.01.2009,
the International Conference
celebrating the 80th
Anniversary of the National
Academy of Sciences of
Belarus, Minsk (BY). The
NASB, with its ca. 50 research institutes and many supporting

institutions, is, according to the law, “the supreme state
research organisation”. As such, it leads international joint
ventures, also with other academies, research institutes
(CNRS,
organisations. Academy President M. Myasnikovich

Fraunhofer), and  through  international
emphasised the role that ALLEA could play in bringing
NASB into closer partnership with other institutions in the
European Research Area. On 23 January, the heads of
delegations of academies together with the representatives of
international organisations were invited to the impressive,
new Belarus State Library, for a meeting with State President,

A. Lukashenko.

On 11.02.2009, the ALLEA President met Niceas Schamp,
Secretary-General of the Royal Flemish Academy of
Belgium for Science and Arts (KVAB), Brussels (BE).
Schamp informed about the new umbrella organisation “The
Royal Academies of Science and Arts of Belgium” (RASAB).
ALLEA expressed support for the idea to have KVAB host a
lobbying position to bring EASAC into closer contact with
influential stakeholders in Brussels. The possibility of better
links with the Federation of European Medical Academies,
which has its premises at the Medical Academy of Belgium,
was also discussed. N. Schamp reported about the
implementation of recommendations of the ALLEA Working
Group on Science and Media (see: Biennial Yearbook 2006).
The meeting also discussed possible ALLEA support for the
programme development in the context of the Belgian EU
presidency in 2010.

The ALLEA President attended on 11.02.2009 a working
meeting of the PEOPLE Advisory Group, DG Research,
Brussels (BE) under the new Chair Jean-Patrick Connerade.
The main discussion was around the 2010 People Work
Programme of the 7th Framework Programme. One of the
actions is: Co-funding of Regional, National and
International Programmes (COFUND). Among the
participants listed in the Programme are also “research
academies”. Against the background of renewed interest in

regional networks, it was considered worthwhile that ALLEA
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updates the results of its Working Group on research
cooperation and refreshes the information about
programmes run by the academies which might be supported

also by this action.

Following a recommendation of the Chair of the Standing
Committee on Intellectual Property Rights, Sir Roger Elliott,
ExDir R.Klein met on 11.02.2009 Joseph Straus, member of
the SC IPR, Munich (DE), to discuss possible new activities of
the Committee. It was agreed that ALLEA would invite to a
joint seminar of delegates from Member Academies with
world-renowned experts on new challenges in the field of
IPR.

ExDir R. Klein attended on 12-13.02.2009 the IAP workshop
“Best Practices in Advisory Roles and Fellowship
appointments”, Trieste (IT), co-sponsored and co-organised
by the Council of Canadian Academies (CCA). CCA had
been created by the Canadian government to provide science
advice, with the three academy organisations as members.
The workshop brought together representatives of ca. 40
academies. During the workshop it was suggested that
ALLEA operate as a conduit for the findings of IAC reports
and that ALLEA contribute to the analysis of science policy
advice functions of academies, vis-a-vis national governments
and at EU level. For this purpose, the ALLEA Head Office can
make use of the data gathered for the “Academies in the
ERA” survey. The Young Academy concept attracted
attention, as did activities in the field of science education.
IAP would be interested in engaging with a project on Science
and Media, where it will be able to benefit from the work
done by the homonymous ALLEA Working Group.

On 19.02.2009, the joint ALLEA-ESF Review Panel selected
candidates for the joint brainstorming workshop “Towards a
European Young Academy?”, Vienna 8-10 June 2009
(“From Learned Societies to Knowledge-Based Society:
Towards a European Young Academy?”). The Panel was
chaired by Milena Zic-Fuchs (Chair ESF-SCH; Croatian
Academy of Sciences), and comprised, next to ESF
representatives, Nicholas Mann (VP ALLEA) and Lars
Walloe (President Academia Europaea). ExDir R. Klein had
guided the evaluation process (online submission and
presentation of applications; selection of rapporteurs) and
supported the panel session. Based on their scientific track
record, potential and originality of prospective thinking as
expressed in the statement on the theme of the Call and in
publications, 21 candidates were selected, based in 11




different European countries, including Georgia and
Moldova.

ALLEA VP Nicholas Mann and ExDir R. Klein were received
by Giinther Stock, President of Berlin-Brandenburgische
Akademie der Wissenschaften and President of the Union
of German Academies, Berlin (DE). Giinther Stock outlined
the present situation of the academies in Germany,
characterised by a pragmatic balance between Leopoldina,
BBAW and the Union, and the technical academies (acatech),
and explained the German “Junge Akademie”, jointly
supported by Leopoldina and BBAW. As to the ALLEA
progress towards the Strategic Plan 2010-2015, Giinther Stock
welcomed the envisaged stronger connection between the
work of Standing Committees and concerns of Member
Academies. Delegates and experts should be given a format to
report to and from their g

Academies. He
expressed the desire that
ALLEA play a role as
platform for national
academies to examine
and  influence  the
science policy of the
European Commission.

On 23.02.2009, ALLEA Honorary President Pieter Drenth
and ExDir R. Klein participated in the meeting of the former
Chairs of the MO Forum “Research Integrity”. The meeting
was hosted by KNAW, Amsterdam (NL), as part of the ESF
MO Fora. Under Chair John Marks (former Director of
Science and Strategy, ESF). ALLEA has been asked to lead
Working Group 2 “Develop a code of conduct that can be
used as a template for national codes”, which is chaired by
ALLEA Honorary President Pieter Drenth. WG2 would
analyse national systems as well as existing international
documents (UNESCO, OECD etc.) and devise a set of
philosophical principles and procedural best practices that
can serve as a template for the establishment of compatible
national structures. For this purpose, ALLEA will convene a
meeting of delegates from ethics committees of national
academies or similar structures and involve other
stakeholders, such as university organisations (EUA; LERU)
and UNESCO.

ALLEA was also asked to participate in WG 1 and 3,
respectively tasked to: “Develop and implement activities to
continue raising awareness and sharing information on good
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practices to promote research integrity” and “Develop a
checklist for setting up national structures to promote good
research practice and deal with research misconduct” (ExDir
R. Klein).

ExDir R. Klein attended, on 24.02.2009, the Conference
EUFORDIA “European Forum on Research and
Development Impact Assessment”, Prague (CZ), organized
jointly by the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports of the
Czech Republic and the Technology Centre of the Academy
of Science of the Czech Republic (Link: Eufordia) The
conference witnessed the presentation of the first
comprehensive ex-post evaluation report of any European
Commission Framework Programme (FP6; 2002-2006) by
the Chair of the Expert Group, Ernst Th. Rietschel (Leibniz
Gemeinschaft, Germany). The report, while acknowledging
“room for improvement” and for further expansion, was
overall positive; it comprised a number of specific
recommendations for the development of FP8, incl. a request
to strengthen support for early career scientists, and a more
general section “Vision” which stressed the identification of
“Grand Challenges” (to be addressed through top-down
designed programmes) and “Great Ideas” (selected through a
bottom-up competitions). The expert group suggested that
FP8 be “based upon the objective of ‘European excellence
through global collaboration and competition”. The
presentation of the report was followed by a series of
presentations of national studies on impacts of FP6 (Sweden,
Spain, Czech Republic) and, on day 2, by break-out Working
Groups on the principles of R&D programme evaluation and
the respective indicators.

On 26. 02 2009 VP N1‘cholas Mann and EXDII‘ R. Klein
presented ALLEA, future activities and the emerging Strategic

Plan to the British Academy “International Programme
Committee”, London (UK), chaired by Foreign Secretary
Duncan Gallie, and in the presence of BA President Baroness
O’Neill of Bengarve. Both parties agreed that in order to
facilitate sharing experiences and best practice ALLEA would
be informed about science-policy relevant activities of BA
even when they do not involve the International Department;
in turn, a format should be created in Member Academies for

4.
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their ALLEA delegates to inform relevant meetings of
discussing in Standing Committees, Working Groups etc. BA
suggested that ALLEA lead the way towards a substantial
academy input to prepare FP8, that ALLEA strengthen
academy representation in other international bodies (ESF),
and that ALLEA use the Memorandum of Understanding
signed with NASAC for future joint activities of its Member
Academies.

A short working meeting took

g - THE ROYAL place on 26.02.2009 between
@@ SOCIETY

ExDir R. Klein and Head
EELEBR#‘TIHG 35u TE#RS International Pollcy Tracey
Elliott, Royal Society, London
(UK) (=Secretariat EASAC). After mutual updates of the
respective state of preparations and processes for the

development of strategic and financial plans for ALLEA and
EASAC, discussions revolved around possibilities to better
coordinate emerging activities and science policy plans of
EASAC and ALLEA. The Royal Society’s new science policy
centre aims at addressing science policy issues in Europe and
beyond from a broader perspective than before, international
policy thereby being fully integrated into general strategy.

On 06.-07.03.2009, ExDir R. Klein had been invited to
present during joint meetings in Ottawa (CA) with research
council and FedCan, among other matters, the work of the
academies in the field of evaluation and impact assessment,
notably in the context of the MO Forum Working Group
“Internationalisation” and - in the case of KNAW - as leaders
of the new FP7 project SIAMPI (‘Social Impact Assessment
Methods for research and funding instruments through the
study of Productive Interactions between science and
society’).

On 12.03.2009, ExDir R. Klein paid a brief visit to the
secretariat of Union Académique Internationale, Brussels
BE), aimed at exploring possible areas of closer cooperation.

On 12.03.2009, ExDir R. Klein paid a visit to Niceas Schamp,
Secretary-General of the Royal Flemish Academy of
Belgium for Science and Arts (KVAB), Brussels (BE). N.
Schamp  reported about the implementation of
recommendations of the ALLEA Working Group on Science
and Media (see: Biennial Yearbook 2006) and KVAB’s

interest to see these activities strengthened in ALLEA’s

portfolio. Also discussed was the project proposal, made
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earlier by KVAB, to support a common database
development for Member Academies.

The STOA Conference on “Current Policy Issues in the
Governance of the European Patent System”, Brussels (BE)
on 17.03.2009 was attended by ExDir R. Klein. The Science
and Technology Options Assessment Unit serves the relevant
committees of the European Parliament. The Panel is chaired
by former Commissioner Philippe Busquin. The slides of the
STOA Conference are available here.

On 23-25.03.2009 the Boards of IAP and IAC met at
KNAW, Amsterdam (NL). The governing board of the
InterAcademy Council (IAC) elected Robbert Dijkgraaf,
president of the Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and
Sciences, and Lu Yongxiang, president of the Chinese
Academy of Sciences as its co-chairs for the next four years.
The IAC also elected a new board for 2009-2013. The IAC
agenda for the coming year will focus on, among the more
important issues, the topics of emerging infectious diseases
and water supply and quality. ALLEA President Jiri
Engelbrecht attended the meeting as observer and presented
the project “Towards a European Young Academy?”. ExDir
R. Klein attended a sidelines meeting on joint activities with
African academies, of particular interest since ALLEA has a
Memorandum of Understanding with NASAC.

ALLEA Business Meetings

e o Steering Committee

The British Academy hosted the ALLEA Steering Committee
meeting (London, 31.03.2009). The Steering Committee
composes members from Estonia, France, Ireland, the
Netherlands, Slovakia, Spain, Sweden, the United Kingdom
and Turkey and from the observers (Leopoldina/EASAC and
IAP). The meeting heard the report on election results
presented by the representative of the ALLEA Presidential
Election Committee, Marie-Therese Flanagan (RIA). The
Steering Committee approved the report and declared the
ALLEA president Jiiri Engelbrecht (Estonian Academy of
Sciences) re-elected for a second term (2009-2012). The
Steering Committee followed the recommendations of
ALLEA Member Academies and re-elected Nicholas Mann
(British Academy) as Vice-President. The StComm was
reminded of the fact that the presidency can stand only once
for re-election. This means that at the end of this presidency



http://www.europarl.europa.eu/stoa/events/workshop/20090317/default_en.htm�

mandate an entirely new presidency will need to be elected in
2012. The meeting discussed the preparations for the ALLEA
Strategic Plan 2010-2015, notably a closer interaction with
Member Academies and a more robust financial framework
based on membership fees. Also a better structuring of
partnerships with other inter-academy consortia and the next
steps in the project “Towards a European Young Academy*®
and for the Working Group “Evaluating for Science” were on
the agenda. The Steering Committee recommended to follow
the request of Member Academies and to advocate a closer
interaction between ALLEA Standing Committees, Working
Groups, etc. and the concerns of Member Academies. Also a
closer coordination with EASAC was found useful.
Implementation proposals contained in a detailed report on
partnerships, on a revised publication plan, and on the
further development of the financial plan were adopted.

Program ALLEA Steering Committee Meeting
30 March 2009, London

Ttem 1 Introduction

Item 2 Approval minutes Steering Committee meeting,
Tallinn, 16-17 October 2008
Item 3 Election of the ALLEA Presidency
Item 4 Towards the ALLEA Strategic Plan 2010-2015
Item 4a ALLEA bodies (incl. portfolios of Steering Committee Members)

Item 4b Partnerships

Item 4c Publication plan

Item 4d Draft financial framework

Item 5 Reports, Announcements,Proposals

Item 5a From the President

- Regional Cooperation

- Role of academies during the European presidency
Item 5b From the Vice-President

- European Young Academy

Item 5¢ From the Executive Director
- FP7 Projects under discussion
- WG project: “Science and Education”
- WG project: “Science and Media”

Item 6 Standing Committee Science and Ethics

Item 7 Standing Committee Intellectual Property Rights
Item 8 Workgroup Evaluating for Science

Item 9 Reports from Steering Committee members
Item 10 Any other business

e o Standing Committee Science and Ethics

The Union of the German Academies hosted the 8th meeting
of the Standing Committee Science and Ethics on 26-
27.03.2009 at the premises of the Berlin-Brandenburg
Academy of Sciences and Humanities (BBAW) in Berlin.
The Committee currently composes of delegates from
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Belgium, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, France,
Germany, Italy, the Netherlands (2), Norway, Switzerland
and Turkey.

Program ALLEA Standing Committee Science & Ethics
26-27 March 2009, Berlin.

ITtem 1 Adoption of minutes and agenda

Item 2 The role of the Standing Committees under the ALLEA
Strategic Plan 2010-2015

Item 3 Progress report / planning next stages “Research Integrity”

ITtem 4 Progress report / planning next steps “Palestine project”

Item 5 Committee member reports on relevant developments

(nationally, internationally)

Item 6 Discussion of new topics
o ethics of nanotechnology
e ethics and global warming / climate change
o ethics of evaluation
e cthical challenges: animal experiments; synthetic biology;
“moral machines”.

Item 7 Discussion on relevant partnerships

The meeting was chaired by Ludger Honnefelder (Union of
the German Academies; North-Rhine Westphalian Academy
of Sciences, Humanities and Arts). The meeting heard about
the development of the ALLEA Strategic Plan and discussed
the stronger involvement of the Standing Committees in the
interaction with Member Academy concerns: the Committees
will continue to fulfil an advisory role, will respond to
requests from ALLEA and its members, but would also
develop own projects that respond to needs and requirements
perceived but not dealt with in different sectors of science
and research arenas. On the topic of “research integrity” the
Committee is preparing a conference of delegates in Berne
(CH), 29-30 June 2009. The Committee heard about the
progress in the project to assist Higher Education in Palestine
presented during the previous meeting in Istanbul: the
ALLEA Steering Committee had felt it was appropriate to
approach a Member Academy to host a planning meeting.
The meeting heard a variety of concise proposals for new
initiatives, but requested more detailed background papers
for a decision to be taken. ALLEA will publish, in the second
half of 2009, the proceedings of the working meeting of its
Standing Committee for Science and Ethics, which had been
held in Istanbul on 23-24 May 2008 (editor: Ayse Erzan).

¢ ¢ Standing Committee Intellectual Property Rights
Following discussions with the Chair of the Standing
Committee, Sir Roger Elliott, ALLEA ExDir R.Klein is
preparing with Standing Committee member Joseph Straus,

Max-Planck Institute, Munich (DE) a plan for new activities




to be proposed to the Committee. It was agreed that ALLEA
would invite to a joint seminar of delegates from Member
Academies with world-renowned experts on new challenges
in the field of IPR. Also the participation of ExDir R. Klein in
the STOA Conference on “Current Policy Issues in the
Governance of the European Patent System”, Brussels (BE)
on 17.03.2009, resulted in the identification of a number of

possible future lines of inquiry.

e ¢ Working Group Evaluating for Science

ALLEA and ESF have been requested to jointly conduct a
comprehensive review of the research units of the Bulgarian
Academy of Sciences. The evaluation is being carried out
throughout 2009 with the help of Self-Evaluation Reports,
developed on the basis of the ALLEA template and includes
site visits and discussions on foresight and prospective
planning of the research units. Four international panels of
academicians and other university researchers are involved in
the exercise, which is overseen by a Review Monitoring
Committee (RMC) chaired by Reinder van Duinen, former
President of ESF. ALLEA provides the secretariat to the RMC
and organises the panel meetings at ALLEA Head Office in
Amsterdam. The final report is expected for late 2009.

The Working Group will be asked to meta-review the use of
the ALLEA Self-Evaluation Protocol in this evaluation, in
order to possibly modularise it. They will also be asked to
suggest ways to simplify the reporting in the future and to
include, in future versions, elements that will allow to analyse
the societal impact of the research evaluated.

The meeting of the Working Group on 25.06.2009, chaired by
Peter van der Vliet (KNAW) and comprising furthermore
delegates from France, Germany, Poland, Scotland, Sweden,
Turkey and the UK., will discuss new activities. Topics
suggested include new models for institutional evaluation,
societal impact studies, specificities of evaluation in the Social
Sciences and the Humanities, and university rankings. This
ALLEA Working Group connects its Member Academies
into other networks, supported by ESF (“internationalisation”
in evaluation), the European commission (“societal impact”
in evaluation) and the European University Association
(EUA).

Meetings between Presidency and ALLEA Secretariat have
taken place regularly, either at the KNAW Headquarters in
Amsterdam (10 February; 23 March) or during other
meetings abroad.
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Upcoming ALLEA meetings

08.-10.06.2009

ALLEA-ESF joint young researchers brainstorming
workshop “Towards a European Young Academy?”,
Austrian Academy of Sciences, Vienna (AT)

11.-12.06.2009
Review Panel meetings “Bulgarian Academy of Sciences”,
KNAW, Amsterdam (NL)

24.-25.06.2009
Working Group "Evaluating for Science", KNAW,
Amsterdam (NL)

29.-30.06.2009

Standing Committee "Science and Ethics": National
Academies Ethics Committee Delegates’ Conference on
“Research Integrity”, Swiss Academies, Berne (CH)
21.-22.09.2009 (tbc)

Standing Committee “Science and Ethics”, Amsterdam
(NL)

27.-28.09.2009 (tbc)

Steering Committee, Slovak Academy of Sciences,
Bratislava (SK)

15.10.2009 (tbc)

Open Access Workshop, Polish Academy of Sciences,
Warsaw (PL)

16.-17.11.2009
Extraordinary ALLEA General Strategy Meeting, KNAW,
Amsterdam (NL).

Meetings dates for the Standing Committee "Intellectual
Property Rights" and for other ALLEA Task Forces had not
been set yet at the time of publication.

ALLEA and its Partners

AAAS held the launch meeting for the “AAAS Science and
Human Rights Coalition” on 14.-16.01.2009 in Washington
in the presence of Mary Robinson, former United Nations
High Commissioner for Human Rights, and former President
of Ireland. The Coalition is a network of scientific
organizations that recognizes a role for science and scientists
in efforts to realize human rights. The Coalition aims to
facilitate communication and partnerships on human rights

within and across scientific communities, and between these




and human rights communities. The Coalition’s programs
are being carried out by the following five working groups:
Welfare of Scientists

Science Ethics and Human Rights

Service to the Scientific Community

Service to the Human Rights Community

AR S

Education and Information Resources

The Coalition is also pursuing a joint initiative to realize the
human right to “the benefits of scientific progress” (Article
15, International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights). More information.

ICSU welcomed Deliang Chen as new Executive Director
from 01.02.2009. He will provide critical leadership as ICSU
moves into the exciting second stage of its Strategic Plan
2006-2011. He is an internationally renowned climate
researcher, currently Professor of Physical Meteorology and
August Rohss Professor of Physical Geography at the
University of Gothenburg (SE), where he moved after
completing his PhD under the guidance of Nobel Prize
winner, Paul Crutzen. Already a new Executive Board had
been elected by representatives from ICSU’s 114 National
Members and 29 International Scientific Unions at the 29th
General Assembly in Maputo, Mozambique, 21.-24.10.2008.
President-Elect is Yuan Tseh Lee (chemistry), from China,
Taipei, who will take up the appointment in April 2010 and
will succeed the current ICSU President, Catherine
Bréchignac, in October 2011. Kari Raivio (medicine), from
University of Helsinki, Finland, was elected to the ICSU
Executive Board as Vice-President for Scientific Planning
and Review.

“Future Leaders in European Science Policy and Research”
was a joint seminar of ESF and the German ZWM (Centre
for Research and Science Management, Speyer) which took
place in Strasbourg (FR) on 05-07.02.2009. This short course
was aimed at highly-qualified early-career research
administrators and research scientists from ESF Member
Organisations and similar backgrounds. It was meant to
broaden their understanding and insights, and to reinforce
the skills base available to research organisations and the
ERA, both individually and collectively. Staff and scientists
from ALLEA Member Academies in Austria, the Czech
Republic, the Netherlands, Poland and Sweden participated.

The Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences
(KNAW) hosted on 22-25.03.2009 the spring 2009 sessions of
the TAC Board and of the IAP Executive Committee.
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ALLEA President Jiiri Engelbrecht attended the meetings as
guest and observer. He gave two presentations: on the
developing ALLEA Strategic Plan (and possibilities for closer
interaction with TAC and IAP) and on the ALLEA Project
“Towards a European Young Academy”. ALLEA offered help
in providing information on how Member Academies
support early career scholars in their respective countries (a
report based on an ALLEA survey is forthcoming shortly).

ALLEA ExDir R. Klein attended a meeting on the sidelines
regarding closer cooperation with African academies, notably
in the area of capacity building. He reminded attendees of the
Memorandum of Understanding between ALLEA and
NASAC which has served as background for the current
conference series. In discussions with NASAC academies, it
was found that a survey of existing efforts of European
Academies for cooperation with African partners would be
useful.

On 26.-28.03.2009, Academia Europaea’s HERCULES
Group organised in Torino (IT) an international symposium
"Diversification of Higher Education and the Academic
Profession". Scientific organisers were Alessandro Cavalli
(Pavia, IT) and Ulrich Teichler (Kassel, DE).  The
‘HERCULES’ group (Higher Education, Research and
Culture in European Society) has organised by now a whole
series of symposia on related topics. This event was
sponsored by the Compagnia di San Paolo.

ALLEA and British Academy hosted
the 2nd High-level ESF-ALLEA
meeting in London (UK), 30.03.2009.
The series of ESF-ALLEA meetings
had been launched in response to

dissatisfaction and uncertainty, on the
part of academies, as to the role they

are allowed to play in ESF. As a result
of the first meeting a series of
recommendations had been formulated, and ALLEA had
been asked to reflect the viewpoints of Member Academies in
the ESF governance structure; this series of meetings serves to
monitor the progress. This meeting aimed at making progress
towards a joint ESF-ALLEA roadmap on the role of
academies in the European Research Area. One of the
highlights was the discussion of the project “Towards a
European Young Academy” which featured speakers
presenting the relevant national experiences in Europe

(Germany, the Netherlands, Austria).
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Program 2n ESF-ALLEA High Level Meeting, 30 March, London
First session

Chair: Professor Ian Halliday

e Presentation of the report of the 1 ESF-ALLEA High-Level
Meeting 2008
Speaker: Jiiri Engelbrecht, EstAS/ALLEA

e  “Towards an European Young Academy”
Speakers: Edeltraud Hanappi-Egger (Junge Kurie, Austria);
Matthias Klatt (Deutsche Junge Akademie); Ed Noort (KNAW);
Nicholas Mann (BA)
Discussion

Second session

Chair: Professor Marja Makarow

e  European initiative on “Research Integrity”
Speaker: Chair ESF MO Forum WG 2: P. Drenth

e ESF-ALLEA joint quality assurance initiatives
Speaker: representative of Bulgarian Academy of Sciences: Anguel
Baltov
Comment: Information on ALLEA WG Evaluating for Science

o Updates and discussion: joint approaches / division of tasks on
“science and society” issues, incl. gender issues

Third session

Chair: Professor Nicholas Mann

e ESF Forward Looks: the role of the academies
Speaker: Ian Halliday, ESF
Comment: Science advice prepared through National Academies
(EASAC)

e  European Research Infrastructure strategies
Speaker: Marja Makarow, ESF
Discussion: Role of the academies in European research
infrastructures

Fourth session:

Chair: Professor Jiiri Engelbrecht
e  Engagement with Learned Societies
Speaker: R. Klein, ALLEA
¢ Elements of the ALLEA Strategic Plan 2010-2015
Speaker: Nicholas Mann, BA/ALLEA
Discussion
e Summary by the Chair: Towards an ESF-ALLEA roadmap on
academies in the ERA

The International Social Science Council (ISSC) has chosen
Bergen (NO) to be the venue of the first World Social Science
Forum 10-12.05.2009. The overall perspective of the
conference are: A: The changing world and the challenges it
presents to social science; B: The interface between social
science and the changing world; C: The state of social science
itself, as it seeks to confront the challenges. More
information.

The next EASAC Council meeting will take place at the
Spanish Academy of Sciences in Madrid (ES), 04.-
05.06.2009. The results of EASAC’s increased efforts in the
course of 2007/08 bore fruit, when EASAC published in the
first quarter of 2009 two reports, notably on “Ecosystem

ALLEA Quarterly Newsletter Q1-2009

services and biodiversity in Europe” and on “Drug-resistant
Tuberculosis: Challenges, Consequences and Strategies for
Control”. EASAC is also preparing a short paper on
“Healthcare Associated Infections” .

The Montenegrin Academy of Sciences and Arts will
organize and host the annual meeting of the ICSU European
Members Group in 2009. The meeting will be held on the
premises of the Montenegrin Academy of Sciences and Arts
in the capital Podgorica on 29.-30.09.2009 (contact:
canu@cg.ac.yu).

Academia Europaea will hold its 21st Annual Conference
under the title “Risks, Environment and Sustainable
Development”. The event will take place on 24.-26.09.2009 in
Naples (IT). Local coordinator is Giuseppe De Natale. All
Sessions will be held in the Church of SS. Marcellino and
Festo, Largo S. Marcellino 10, University
Federico II, and interested participants are
advised to register early (there is a
registration fee of €75). A provisional

programme and timetable is available here.

European Science Policy Meetings

The first semester of 2009 will see the Czech Presidency of the
European Union, while in the second semester the presidency
will be passed on to Sweden. Consequently, a number of
important science-policy events will take place in Prague and
other cities in the Czech Republic, and later in Sweden.

16.-18.04.2009
The conference “Role of the Basic Research in the Process
of the Structuring ERA” was organized by The Academy of
Sciences of the Czech Republic ALLEA President will open
the conference with a statement on the role of interacademy
collaboration as one of the mainstays for support for basic
research in the ERA. More information.

21.-23.04.2009
"Science beyond Fiction, The European Future
Technologies Conference”. FET09 is a new European forum
dedicated to frontier research in future and emerging
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information technologies. Leading scientists, policy-makers,
industry representatives and science journalists will convene
over three days to discuss today's frontier science, tomorrow's
technologies and the impact of both on tomorrow's society.
The Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic is one of the
co-organisers. More information.

27.-29.04.2009
The Conference “Research in Europe without Barriers”
(“Building ERA through cooperation with all talented young
researchers”), is mainly dedicated to the mobility of
researchers. The Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic
is involved in organising the conference. The ALLEA
President will present the project “Towards a European
Young Academy”. More information.

07.-08.05.2009
“Research Connection 2009” is a major networking event
mainly dedicated to EU research activities and aimed at the
better integration of “new”
EU member states into

research : %
Programme cennechon

activities. More information.

Framework
join us

13.-15.05.2009
Meeting of the Helsinki Group and Czech Presidency event
on “Women in Science”. The related conference will focus
on how gender management enters into the modernisation
process that is currently being carried out at universities and
research institutions in many countries: tackling gender-bias
in the management of universities and research institutions
could provide the basis for radical change in other fields. It
will also address the role schools play in making science an
attractive career choice. Ten years of EU experience in
analysing the situation of women in science has demonstrated
that the direct commitment of institutions is essential. This
conference will highlight best practices, adopted at European
and national levels and identify which measures could be
promoted in the future.

26.-28.05.2009 (Brussels)
The conference “Sustainable Development: a challenge for

»

European research” is intended to initiate a structured
dialogue on how to reform European research to best
respond to sustainable development challenges. It will also
investigate ways of improving the science-policy link and the

relationship between science and society. More information.
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07.-08.07.2009 (Lund)
As part of the Swedish EU-presidency, the international
conference “New Worlds - New Solutions: Research as a
Basis for Developing Europe in a Global Context” will take
place in Lund (SE). The conference will be “by invitation
only” and will lay directions for research, development and
innovation in Europe in the face of the current economic
crisis. The conference will issue the Lund Declaration.

On 30.01.2009, the President of the Hungarian Academy of
Sciences, Jozsef Palinkas, outlined how best his country could
prepare for Hungary’s EU-Presidency in 2011. Entitled "It Is
Our Turn", the conference hosted by HAS's Institute of
Political Science endeavoured to give structure to the
preparations leading up to Hungary's EU-Presidency in the
first part of 2011. Jozsef Palinkds stressed that far from being
an administrative burden, the EU-Presidency required hard
intellectual preparation. He suggested that it was science that
could and should serve as the primary resource for Europe in
its ongoing effort to stand up to the global challenges of our
time.

Congratulations to new presidents

ALLEA and its Member Academies extend congratulations
and best wishes for a successful leadership and for future
continued close collaboration to the new presidents of
Member Academies recently elected:

Albanian Academy of Sciences
New President: Prof Gudar Beqiraj
Vice President: Prof Myzafer Korkuti

Czech Academy of Sciences
New President: Prof Jifi Draho$

Royal Academy of Sciences, Letters and Arts of Belgium
New President: Prof Marc Richelle

French Academy of Sciences
New President: Prof Jean Salencon

Royal Flemish Academy of Belgium for Science and the
Arts
New President: Prof Dominique Willems

Swiss Academies of Arts and Sciences
New President: Prof Peter Suter

Lithuanian Academy of Sciences
New President: Prof Valdemaras Razumas

10.



http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/events/fet/2009/�
http://www.eramobility.cz/�
http://ec.europa.eu/research/conferences/2009/rtd-2009/index_en.cfm�
http://ec.europa.eu/research/sd/conference/2009/index_en.cfm�

Obituaries

Professor Angeliki Laiou, renowned Byzantinist, Professor at
Harvard University and Member of the Academy of Athens,
died on 11.12.2008, aged 67. She was also, among others, a
corresponding member of the Académie des Inscriptions et
Belles-Lettres and of the Austrian Academy of Sciences,
foreign member of the Serbian Academy of Sciences and Arts
and fellow of the Medieval Academy of America.

We announce with deep regret that honorary Secretary of the
French Academy of Sciences Professor Paul Germain passed
away on 26.02.2009. Paul Germain was the first president of
ALLEA and played a key role in the founding years.

Conferences of ALLEA Member Academies

In this section ALLEA invites its Member Academies to bring
to the attention of their sister academies events and activities
of mutual interest that fall, broadly speaking, within the
science policy remit of ALLEA. Announcements of Assembly
Conferences are also welcome. Events co- organised by
Academies as part of the programme of their country’s
Presidency of the European Union are not listed in this

section.

Berlin-Brandenburg Academy of Sciences and Humanities
19.03.2009
“Wissenschaft heute — Politik von morgen? Was
wissenschaftliche Politikberatung leisten sollte”
(“Today’s science — tomorrow’s policy: what is
required from policy advice?”). Organised
jointly with the group of research institutes,
Leibniz-Gemeinschaft, this panel discussion explores the
problematic relationship between science advice and political
decision-making.

Swiss Academies of Arts and Sciences

23.04.2009

Conference “Wissenschaftskommunikation - Chance und
Grenzen” (Swiss Exchange, Convention Point), Ziirich (CH).
This conference launches, in 2009, a cycle of conferences on
“Dialogue Science - Society” with a focus on science
communication, its opportunities and limitations.
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Polish Academy of Sciences (PAS)

08.05.2009

The International Conference “Public Trust in Science and
Industry - Supported Research and Education: Benefits and
Pitfalls”, Institute of Biocybernetics and Biomedical
Engineering PAS, Warsaw, Poland, addressing problems
concerning science financing (from public and industry
funds) and conflicts of interest between scientific/academic
and industry worlds. The conference will present current
opinions of leading international experts from Europe and
USA. More information.

Polish Academy of Arts and Sciences (PAU)

15.05.2009

The seminar on “European Research Area - Policy and
Implementation” is a follow-up to the recent PAU opinion
on the Green Paper "European Research Area: New
Perspectives” prepared upon request of the ALLEA president.
The seminar is organised together with PAU’s Commission
for European Matters and the Institute for European Studies
of the Jagiellonian University, Krakow. The seminar will
analyse the research policy of the European Union (European
Research Area) and related Polish strategies. More
information.

Swiss Academy of Medical Sciences and Swiss Academy of
Humanities and Social Sciences

17.06.2009

The Symposium "Wandel der Berufsbilder im
Gesundheitswesen", Berne (CH), is a public event sponsored
by two of the four Swiss Academies and brings together
medical doctors and professionals in the nursing sector as
well as researchers in the Human and Social Sciences: they
will provide an insider’s and an outsider’s view respectively,
of the changing image of professions in the health care sector.
The meeting is intended to improve understandings of these
changes, and to better equip professionals and decision-
makers for active participation in change management. More
information.

Heidelberg Academy of Sciences

04.07.2009

Heidelberg Academy of Sciences (a member of the Union of
German Academies) was founded in 1909 and is today the
Academy of Sciences of the German federal state of Baden-
Wiirttemberg. The Academy organised a colourful
programme for the centenary, which will culminate in the
celebratory session on 04.07.2009 at Alte Aula of Heidelberg
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University, preceded by the State Prime Minister’s reception
on 03.07.2009 at Schwetzingen Castle. Heidelberg Academy
of Sciences builds on the Kurpfilzische Akademie der
Wissenschaften, established by Kurfiirst Carl Theodor von
der Pfalz (1742 - 1799) in Mannheim. Today, the Academy
functions as both a Learned Society and as research
performing organisation.

Montenegrin Academy of Sciences and Arts

19.-21.11.2009

-7”‘.-.E International Conference “Values and 21st
E@j Century”. This International Conference, which
¥ has attracted co-sponsorship from EASA and
others, will aim at discussing effects of the creation of new
knowledge on value systems. The Conference will bring

together speakers and participants from the region and
elsewhere.

® International Academy Cooperation

National Academies of Sciences (US)

Transatlantic cooperation

NAS International Office had formed a working consortium
with Royal Society, Académie des Sciences and ALLEA to
draw up a comprehensive directory of transatlantic funding
possibilities for researchers.

Visegrad Group of Academies

Young Researchers Award 2009

The Visegrad Group of Academies has invited young
scientists to take part in Young Researchers Award 2009
competition on "Neurosciences and related behavioral
sciences". The deadline was 15.03.2009. (Information: Office
of International Relations, Chancellery of the Polish Academy
of Sciences, e-mail: Anna.Sienkiewicz@pan.pl)

Académie des Sciences / KNAW

Descartes-Huygens Prize awarded

On 30.03.2009, the Descartes-Huygens Prize was awarded to
Stefan Vandoren (Utrecht, NL) and Pierre Braunstein
(Strasbourg, FR). The Descartes-Huygens Prize is awarded
annually to an excellent scientist from France as well as one
from the Netherlands to stimulate French-Dutch scientific
cooperation. Stefan Vandoren (1968) is associate professor at
the Institute for Theoretical Physics and Spinoza Institute,
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Utrecht University since 2006. He has been working together
with several French research groups on superstring and
supersymmetry theories and supersymmetric black holes.
Pierre Braunstein (1947) is member of the Académie des
Sciences and director of the Laboratory of Coordination
Chemistry of Strasbourg University. He has been a leading
scientist in the field of inorganic and organometallic
chemistry for over 30 years. He was the first to prepare
mixed-metal clusters, small metal particles whose core is
surrounded with organic ligands.

Serbian Academy of Sciences and Arts

Recent Advances in Balkan Endemic Nephropathy
Research

SASA organizes an international meeting on 17.-
18.04.2009 in Belgrad e. The meeting will
summarize current research and decide on

future  collaborative research on major
unresolved problems mainly of the causes of endemic
nephropathy. The work will be carried out through plenary
lectures, round tables, and confrontation of the research
groups that stand up for the following etiological factors:
Aristolochic  acid;  Microtoxins;  Polycyclic  aromatic
hydrocarbons (Contact: Professor Vladisav Stefanovic,
Programme Coordinator; e-mail stefan@ni.ac.yu)

German Academy of Sciences Leopoldina

Climate Change and Infectious Diseases

Leopoldina organises, together with Indian National Science
Academy, Alfried Krupp Wissenschaftskolleg Greifswald, and
Friedrich-Loeffler-Institut, Insel Riems, a Joint Symposium
on 26.-28.05.2009 on the topic: “Climate Change and
Infectious Diseases”. More information.

CO-Reach

European academies participate in first multi-lateral
collaborative research programme between China and
Europe in the social sciences.

Initial results of the CO-REACH Pilot Call in Social Science
Research, launched in August 2008, are very encouraging:
more than 80 Sino-European research teams submitted a full
proposal. The selected proposals will be announced in Spring
2009. The aim of the ERA-Net project CO-REACH is to
stimulate joint research between Europe and China by
supporting collaborative research initiatives in thematic areas
in the social sciences and humanities. This multilateral Sino-
European pilot call is jointly funded by 11 research funding
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organisations from 6 European countries and the Chinese
Academy of Social Sciences. ALLEA Member Academies
participating in this programme include British Academy,
Royal Society, KNAW, Polish Academy of Sciences, Royal
Irish Academy. The outcomes of this pilot call will be
considered in developing future plans for the CO-REACH
network after its initial lifetime, which will end in May 2010.
More information.

KNAW

Academy research into Social Impact Assessment Methods
for research

The Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and
Sciences (KNAW) coordinates a project
awarded for the duration of two years (March
2009 - March 2011) under the European
Commission’s Seventh Framework Programme (FP7) -

SEVENTH FRAMEWORK
PROGRAMME

Science in Society (SiS): the project concerns ‘Social Impact
Assessment Methods for research and funding instruments
through the study of Productive Interactions between science
and society’ (SIAMPI) and provides a common grant of ca.
800,000 Euro to the project participants, KNAW and
Rathenau Institute (coordinator), INGENIO (a joint Institute
of the Spanish Council for Scientific Research [CSIC] and the
Polytechnic University of Valencia [UPV]), Maison de
Sciences de 'Homme (FR), University of Twente (NL) and
the PREST Institute at University of Manchester (GB).

® Fellowships and Grants by Member
Academies and Partners

Royal Irish Academy Mobility Grants Scheme:

Open to non Irish based researchers who wish to undertake
short research trips to Ireland in order to work with an Irish
based collaborator (applications from international scholars
are welcome, but the application must be made on their
behalf by an Irish based host). Applicants must have obtained
postdoctoral level or equivalent status. Applications from
researchers in their first seven years postdoctoral are
particularly encouraged. New application possible in autumn
2009. More information.

Global challenges

The Volkswagen Foundation, with the Compagnia di San
Paolo and the Bank of Sweden Tercentenary Foundation,
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invites applications for its Europe and global challenges
scheme. Projects should address policy issues including
regional conflicts, migration, terrorism, pandemics and
financial instabilities. Teams must include at least two
research environments from different geographical regions,
of which one must be located in Europe. Postdoctoral
research and early to mid career practitioners should play a
major role. Up to 10 groups will receive a maximum of 1 Mio.
Euro over 2-3 years.

E-mail: smidt@volkswagenstiftung.de.

KNAW Visiting Professors Programme

o= V] S The Royal Netherlands Academy of
Arts and Sciences (KNAW) has

ITI launched its Visiting Professors

Programme in the Summer of 2008.

The Visiting Professors Programme
is an Academy initiative to allow
researchers

excellent working

outside the Netherlands to spend

z some time in the Netherlands to
contribute towards strengthening Dutch science. Members of
KNAW and of KNAW's The Young Academy, as well as
researchers at all of KNAW's research institutes, are invited to
submit nominations. More information.

King Baudouin Foundation

The King Baudouin Foundation (BE) offers grants of
annually €10.000 to five universities in the Western Balkans
to organize activities to inform about and to promote
studying abroad among students. These activities could
include information days on studying abroad, scout and
ambassadors’ programmes in which former exchange
students inform interested students about studying abroad
opportunities and support them in their application for
scholarships or other activities. Grants will be given for one
year (extendable to two years based on an evaluation of the
first year and a list of propositions for promotion activities
for the second year). The target group comprises public
universities in the Western Balkans (i.e. Albania, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Macedonia, Montenegro, Kosovo, Serbia).
Selection criteria: Creative and viable ideas for promotion
activities; evidence of a need for promotion activities;
regional diversity among grantees. More information:
download an application form from the website of King
Boudoin Foundation; submission to: gmt@kbs-frb.be;
Deadline: 25.05.2009
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CEI Research Fellowship Programme

The CEI Executive Secretariat offers 10 post-doctoral

fellowships in the context of the CEI Research Fellowship

Programme - CERES, co-funded by FP7 (Marie Curie

Actions). The duration is 12 months, experienced researchers

from CEI Member States (except for Italian nationals) are

eligible. CERES is promoted in cooperation with 5 partner

institutions located in Trieste, namely:

- International Centre for Genetic Engineering and
Biotechnology — ICGEB;

- International Centre for Theoretical Physics - ICTP;

- Cluster in Biomedicine - CBM;

- International School for Advanced Studies — SISSA;

- Synchrotron - ELETTRA.

Fellows will be given the chance to choose the topic of their

research projects. Complete applications must be sent via e-

mail to the following address: ceres@cei-es.org (More

information: www.ceinet.org/CERES or e-mail to Alessandro

Lombardo, lombardo@cei-es.org). Deadline: 28.06.2009

BBVA Foundation “Knowledge/culture awards”

The BBVA Foundation invites nominations for its frontiers
of knowledge awards. These recognise research and creative
work which contributes to a better understanding of the
natural, social and artificial or technological worlds.
Organisations may nominate more than one candidate but
each candidate may only be nominated for one category.
Awards in each category include 400.000 Euro. Contact:
email: awards-info@fbbva.es. Deadline: 30.06.2009; 11pm.

Women in science fellowship

L’Oréal, in association with Unesco, invites applications for
the L’Oréal for women in sciences fellowships. Women
originating from Unesco’s member states involved in the life
and life and physical sciences are eligible to apply. Fifteen
two-year fellowships worth up to $40.000 (31.500 Euro) are
available. Candidates must already be engaging in pursuing
research at the doctoral or postdoctoral level and must be no
more than 35 years old. Contact: UNESCO, Fellowship
Programme Section, email: a.zaid@unesco.org; deadline:
30.06.2009.

Funding for early career researchers from the Black
Sea Region

The German Volkswagen Foundation has granted the
Institute for Advanced Study (Wissenschaftskolleg) zu Berlin
and New Europe College (NEC), Bucarest, a €600.000 grant
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for a fellowship-program ,Black Sea Link®. Excellent early
career researchers from the Eastern Black Sea Region -
Moldova, Ukraine, Georgia, Armenia and Azerbaijan - will be
offered fellowships at New Europe College. Five fellowships
per year will be awarded (also ¥ year fellowships) for a period
of five years. Fellows can work on a topic of their choice,
usually in the Human and Social Sciences and related
interdisciplinary projects. Contact: Wissenschaftskolleg zu
Berlin, Dr. Katharina Biegger, Tel. +49-30-89001123.

ESF 2009 Calls and Awards

European Science Foundation (ESF) announces a series of
calls for proposals for research networking and collaborative
research activities with a European dimension in all research
domains . To a very limited extent researchers based in non-
European countries can also be involved. More information.

Exploratory Workshops

One off the small, interactive, one to three day scientific
meetings in 2010 aimed at opening up new directions in
research and exploring emerging research fields with
potential impact on new developments in science. Awards:
max. €15,000; deadline: 30.04.2009. More information.

ESF Research Conferences for 2011

These conferences usually last 4-5 days at pre-selected venues
across Europe, each venue linked to specific topics. Typical
maximum attendance is 150 participants (incl. invited
speakers, young and early-stage researchers). Awards: max.
€40,000; deadline: 15.09.2009. More information.

Research Networking Programmes [RNP]

These 4-5 year research networking programmes bring
together research groups funded at national level to address
major scientific and research infrastructure issues at a
European level with the goal to advance the frontiers of
science RNP’s are based on funding from ESF Member
Organisations and new RNPs will be launched only if funding
obtained is sufficient for the proposals selected (start in
2011).Budget: ca. €100,000-130,000 per annum (covering:
coordinator; meetings; publications etc.). Deadline:
22.10.2009. More information.

EUROCORES Themes (European Collaborative

Research)
EUROCORES programmes offers a flexible framework for
researchers in Europe and beyond to build collaborative
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research teams and tackle questions which are best addressed
in large-scale collaborative research. Funding comes from
national research funding organisations and supports top
class international teams selected in a single evaluation
process (in the past €4 Mio. and € 12 Mio. per programme).
EUROCORES programmes are based on an annual,
competitive selection of mature theme proposals responding
to this Call: deadline: 29.05.2009. More information.

S Orost

COST

European Cooperation in Science and Technology, is an
intergovernmental initiative that supports scientific networks
in basic and pre-competitive research across Europe. COST
networks — known as “COST Actions” - are centred around
nationally funded research projects in all fields of science. A
selected proposal must be of interest to at least five COST
countries.

The continuous COST Open Call for preliminary proposals is
thematically open, and interdisciplinary proposals are very
welcome. COST Actions can lead up to other European
programmes. Proposals initiated by early-stage researchers
are particularly encouraged. Proposals are assessed in two
stages. The top ranked preliminary proposals then invited to
submit a Full Proposal which will be peer reviewed. The time
between the collection date and the notification of the best
Full Proposals is approximately 9 months.

COST Actions involve an award of ca. €100,000 per annum
for a four-year period, covering: network meetings,
workshops and conferences, short-term scientific missions,
publications and other dissemination activities. The research
activities themselves (staff, infrastructure etc.) must be
supported through other, typically national funds; every year
ca. 50 new Actions are approved. Deadline: 25.09.2009. More
information.

ESOF

Euroscience Open Forum - is the biennial European meeting
dedicated to scientific research and innovation. ESOF2010 in
Torino will be conceived as an open laboratory to explore
scientific, technological and multimedia innovation. The
great questions of science and technology, emerging scientific
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and cultural trends, the ethical social doubts and concerns
that appear on the horizon of society and the scientific
community will be on stage, since 2010 will be the key year
for achieving the goals of the Lisbon Agenda. It would seem
appropriate that ALLEA, its committees and Member
Academies led a number of proposals. The deadline for
submitting proposals to ESOF is 15.06.2009. More
information.

Publications of ALLEA and Member
Academies

The Montenegrin Academy of Sciences and

) Arts had hosted the International
W hiruid (e Conference: Role of National Science
AL OF TIOVIL SO E

manmer o Academies in the 21st Century, on 09-
12.10.2008. The proceedings from the
2009 Conference have been distributed.

ALLEA expects to publish, in the second half of 2009, the
proceedings of the working meeting of its Standing
Committee for Science and Ethics, Istanbul 23-24 May 2008
(editor: Awe Erzan). The 1st half of 2009 will also see the
publication of the ALLEA Biennial Yearbook 2008.
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About ALLEA

Presidency

Steering Committee

Standing Committee Science & Ethics

Standing Committee Intellectual Property Rights

ALLEA Working Groups (current)

ALLEA Working Groups (completed)

ALLEA Secretariat

Contact

KNAW building
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