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             The National Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Armenia recently completed 

seven decades of extensive achievement.  During those seventy years, the principal academic 

institution of our country has crossed a difficult but meaningful path leading to major scientific 

accomplishments and global recognition. 

  In 1935, the Armenian branch of the USSR Academy of Sciences (ArmFAN) was 

created and directed by academician F. Yu. Levinson-Lessing, a prominent geologist engaged in 

several research projects in Armenia. 

In 1938, the brilliant Armenologist academician Hovsep Abgar Orbeli was elected 

President of ArmFAN.  Aside from research in Armenian studies, the Armenian branch of the 

USSR Academy of Sciences expanded its research activities into other fields of science, 

including physics, mathematics, geology, natural sciences, and others. 

The Academy of Sciences of Armenia was founded by decree of the USSR Government 

in November 1943, in the years of the Great Patriotic war.  Twenty-three distinguished scholars 

constituted the Academy staff then, with academician H. Orbeli elected as president of the 

newly-established Academy of Sciences.   

Since H. Orbeli was also serving as Director of the world renowned Hermitage Museum, 

in 1947he returned to Leningrad and continues the activity as the director of a world famous 

museum the Hermitage, in every way promoting development of this center..  

The next elected president of the Academy was Victor Hamazasp Ambartsumian, founder 

of theoretical astrophysics. 

At the time of the Academy’s founding, the social sciences constituted the institutes of 

History, Language, and Literature.  To further promote scientific research in other fields, the 

institutes of Art, Oriental Studies, Economics, Philosophy and Rights, Archaeology and 

Ethnography were created during different periods of time. 

Special attention was paid to the advancement of pure and applied sciences through the 

creation of the Institute of Natural Sciences and the promotion of contemporary research in 

applied sciences. 

With academician V. Ambartsumian at the helm for half of century, the Academy of 

Sciences of Armenia gained considerable distinction with its solid track of accomplishments, 

earning a leading role among the academies of science across the Soviet states and also attaining 

recognition abroad.  NAS President V. Ambartsumian was elected chairman of the International 

Council for Scientific Unions, and twice awarded the title of ‘Hero of Socialist Labor’ for 

superior performance in scientific, organizational and public spheres. 

In the 20th century, the notable Victor Ambartsumian led the glorious roster of highly 

regarded scientists whose achievements have contributed to the recognition of Armenians 

worldwide.  His scientific discoveries essentially changed the way in which we viewed the 

universe around us and transformed our understanding of the evolutionary processes in the 

universe, including the peculiarities related to the creation and dynamics of cosmic particles.  V. 



Ambartsumian was a gifted scientist, capable of quickly changing course in anticipation of the 

need for new scientific discovery.  Thus every few years, new centers of science and research 

were launched.  By the 70s Armenia had a robust academic system duly recognized throughout 

the USSR and the world. In 2008, the Armenian nation celebrated the 100th anniversary of the 

renowned scientist and Armenian patriot presenting his works and discoveries in the sciences 

throughout the global scientific community. 

In 1992, after the proclamation of Third Republic, Academy of Sciences of ArmSSR was 

renamed the National Academy of Sciences of  RA. 

The next leader to assume the presidency of the National Academy of Sciences in 1993 

was Fadey Tachat Sargsyan, a recognized state official renowned for his efforts in the 

organization of science and scientific discovery.  He assumed the position at a time of turmoil, 

during the formative years of the third republic of Armenia.  The 1991 demise of the Soviet 

Union had given way to instability and hardship in most sectors of the economy, including 

science and culture.  As a result, the economy collapsed, cooperation with former Soviet states 

ended, and collaborative efforts with other academies of science were interrupted.  In those times 

of total chaos the situation in the Republic of Armenia was even worse because of the war in 

Karabakh, the blockade, and the earlier devastating earthquake. 

Parallel to dealing with recovery from the severe economic situation, it was important to 

pay attention to science – to preserving key scientific programs, upholding the existing capacity 

and the earlier ties and collaborative efforts.  Agreements were reached with the academies and 

the scientific centers of Russia, Ukraine, and those of other countries.  The NAS RA became a 

member of the International Association of Academies of Sciences thus reestablishing past 

connections and forming new ones.  Parallel to establishing association with international 

organizations (INTAS, ISTC, NATO and CRDF) collaboration with international scientists 

gained renewed momentum.     

Thus, through the use of modern information and communication technologies, the 

information blockade was lifted and connections were set up with global networks. 

Some progress was also evident in enhancing scientific-research in higher educational 

institutions and in devising joint programs.  New scientific centers were established, including 

the Armenian Genocide Museum-Institute, the international scientific-educational and Centers of 

Ecological-Noosphere Studies, Microbial Depository, and Molecule Structure Research. 

In 2006, the rector of Yerevan State University academician Radik Martiros Martirosyan 

was elected president of the NAS RA.  

The Academy of Sciences was facing growing concerns related to strengthening the hard-

earned accomplishments, along with gaining more depth and adopting new approaches for 

dealing with the challenges of advancing science.  But, facing those challenges required the 

implementation of comprehensive reforms that would contribute to the advancement of science. 

 For the past 60 years, the NAS was a part of the robust scientific establishment of the 

powerful Soviet Union, which supported a large number of organizations dedicated to science 

and technical or applied science. The number of people working in this field has significantly 

and dramatically dropped.  For example, if on January 1, 1990 there were 7,500 people working 

in the NAS system, that figure had dropped to 3,750 by 01.01.2007, of which only 2,200 were 



researchers. 

Generally speaking, science has come across many obstacles that have required reforms 

aimed at curtailing the barriers to advancement, but not for creating new difficulties.  Despite 

those problems, researchers working in the NAS system have achieved significant outcomes in 

the years of independence and in the last 5-6 years– outcomes that have been recognized by 

international scientific circles. 

As a result of optimization of system of the academic institutes on the basis of earlier 

separately operating 18 scientific organizations three scientific centers and three institutes with 

wider scientific subject were organized. 

In order to increase the role of science as a key contributor to the development of society, 

the interrelationships among scientific organizations, government, and society were to be 

reconsidered.  

The RA  bill on ”National Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Armenia" was drafted, which 

establishes the legal grounds for the organization and activities of NAS RA, their guarantees, and ratified 

on  04.14.2011 y the National Assembly of Armenia.  

One of the key objectives of the departments and institutions under the NAS is to foster 

research projects staffed by young scientists.  As at 12.12.2013, the number of young researchers 

involved in NAS activities represents 29% of the total. 

The activities of the International Scientific-Educational Center were improved 

significantly in recent years.  Thus, with such academic and scientific programs, the Center could 

become a research university. 

NAS RA activities in the international sphere aim at increasing participation of Academy 

scientists in research grant programs and other international activities.  During the past 5-6 years, 

international collaboration by the academy has become significantly more dynamic.  New 

collaborative agreements were signed with the academies of science of the Russian Federation, 

Belarus, Ukraine, Lithuania, Romania, and Hungary.  Also, NAS has reached agreements with 

the CNRS Center of France, and the Max Plank Company of Germany.  As a result of such long-

term shared arrangements, science laboratories were created jointly with the Institutes of 

Physical Science, Geology, Archaeology, and Ethnography.  

The proposal was accepted on October 31, 2007 and the Unit was tasked with managing 

the process of selecting the NAS members from abroad and setting the path for further 

collaboration.  The Diaspora Unit coordinates and establishes direct ties among local members of 

the NAS and members of Armenian origin from abroad, promoting collaboration among them, 

both individually as well as institutionally within the NAS system. 

Publishing is one of the important functions of the Academy.  It includes publications of 

the scientific council, scientific periodicals, and the diverse publishing orders of the printing 

house.  Three new electronic periodicals were launched, in 2003 in the field of Natural Sciences 

and in 2010 - in the Physics and Mathematics, adding onto existing 14 periodicals of the 

Academy. 

Today the structure of Academy includes 56 academicians, 58 corresponding members, 

40 scientific-research organizations in which work 4021 employees, including - 2462 scientists, 

325 doctors and 1113 candidates of science. 


