
The National Academy of Sciences of Belarus 

 

 

The National Academy of Sciences of Belarus (NAS of Belarus, or NASB) is the highest 

state scientific organization of the Republic of Belarus, which carries out the organization and 

coordination of fundamental and applied research performed by all subjects of scientific 

activities, provides fundamental and applied research and developments in the main directions of 

natural, engineering, social sciences, the humanities and arts with the purpose of obtaining new 

knowledge about human, society, nature and artificial objects and increasing the scientific and 

technical, intellectual and spiritual potential of the Republic of Belarus. The National Academy 

of Sciences carries out the organization, conduction and coordination of the state of scientific 

expertise, pursues common state policy, coordination and state regulation of activities of 

organizations in the exploration and use of outer space for peaceful purposes, serves as an 

umbrella organization of Belarus on scientific and methodological support of informatisation 

development, and also carries out some functions of a republican body of state management in 

the field of science. 

 

History 

 

The Academy of Sciences of Belarus was founded in October 1928 and officially 

inaugurated on January 1, 1929 under the name of the Belarusian Academy of Sciences. 

Professor Vsevolod M. Ignatovsky, Academician (History), was called the first President of the 

Academy. At first there were only 128 specialists working at the Academy, with 87 researchers 

among them. But from the very onset the Academy became the leading scientific centre 

influencing the economic, engineering, social and cultural development of the Republic of 

Belarus. In early 1941 the number of the Academy personnel increased up to 750. There were 12 

research bodies, including 9 scientific institutes, in its organizational structure. 

The normal research and development activities of the Academy were interrupted by 

World War II. A part of scientists continued their work in Russia or other regions of the former 

Soviet Union. Many specialists of the Academy took part in military actions against the Nazi 

invaders. The biggest tragedy brought about by the war was the loss of scientific staff. The 

whole number of the Academy personnel was about 360 in 1945. The scientific laboratories, 

equipment, buildings, the library’s funds were burnt oк robbed. 

After Minsk liberation in July, 1944, by the beginning of 1945 eight Academy’s institutes 

renewed their activities, and 1951 twenty nine research institutions were restored or created 

anew. The number of researchers, technicians and supporting personnel increased up to 1234, 

among them were 33 Academicians, 27 Corresponding Members, 55 Professors and Doctors of 

Sciences, and 165 Candidates of Sciences working at the Academy. The structure of further 

research activities was developed under the influence of changes in the structure of the national 

economy of Belarus, the requirements of science development, national traditions and the 

existing scientific potential. 

In 1997 the Academy of Sciences was transformed into The National Academy of 

Sciences of Belarus with the status of the highest state scientific organization of the Republic of 

Belarus, responsible for the coordination and the conduction of the fundamental scientific 

research. 

In order to enhance the status and increase the responsibility for the development of 

science, in 2002 the National Academy of Sciences of Belarus assigned some functions of the 

republican body of state administration in financing research and innovation, the development of 

information systems and scientific and technical information, control of the effective use of 

public funds to finance research and development, as well as carrying out scientific and technical 

expertise..  



During its 85-year history, the well-known and authoritative scientific schools were 

formed in the NAS of Belarus. The Academy scientists achieved significant success in R&D 

activities, a series of the large scale theoretical and practical problems in the field of mathematics, 

physics, chemistry, biology, Earth science, social sciences and the humanities are solved by them. 

 

Mission 

 

The NAS of Belarus has the following main objectives: 

 

- the scientific support of the economic, social, legal and state development of the 

Republic of Belarus, its culture, the protection and rational use of nature; 

- the organization, performing and coordination of the fundamental and applied 

scientific research and developments in the most important directions of natural, technical, 

humanitarian and social sciences in order to gain new knowledge about human, society, 

nature and artificially created objects, and increase the scientific and technical, 

intellectual and spiritual capacity of the Republic of Belarus; 

- the determination and submission for the approval in the established by 

legislation order the lists of the priority directions of the fundamental and applied 

scientific research oа the Republic of Belarus; 

- the identification of the fundamentally new ways of scientific and technological 

progress, participation in the development of recommendations regarding the use of 

domestic and world science achievements in practice; supporting the development of 

science in the regions of the Republic of Belarus; 

- the creation of conditions for the development of scientific schools, training of 

scientists of the highest qualification, increasing the qualification of scientists and 

specialists, including heir training in the foreign scientific centers; 

- the submission in accordance with established procedure proposals for funding 

of scientific and innovation activities of the Republic of Belarus due to the means of the 

republican budget and other centralized sources; 

- ensuring the development of the system of scientific and technical information; 

the organization of conducting the monitoring of plant world and geophysical monitoring; 

- conducting the scientific and technical expertise of proposals on acquisitions 

abroad of high technologies and expensive equipment due to the means of the republican 

budget; 

- controlling in accordance with established order the effective use of public 

funds allocated for the fundamental and applied scientific research and developments. 

 

Staff and governance 

 

The National Academy of Sciences of Belarus is the guiding research center of Belarus, 

which unites the highly skilled scientists of different specialties and dozens of research, 

scientific-production, design and inculcation organizations. The staff of the Academy of 

Sciences includes more than 18,000 researchers, technicians and supporting personnel. There are 

about 5,870 researchers, 482 Doctors of Sciences and 1,822 Candidates of Sciences (equivalent 

to PhD), 247 Professors and 506 Associate Professors among them. 

The activities of the National Academy of Sciences of Belarus are achieved on the basis 

of the combination of one-man management and collegiality of examination and resolution of 

issues by the Academy of Sciences governing bodies with the personal responsibility of their 

members for putting into action the decisions taken and the state of matters in the assigned 

sections of work. The NAS of Belarus governing bodies are the General Meeting of the 

Academy of Sciences, the Presidium of the Academy of Sciences and the Bureau of the 

Presidium of the Academy of Sciences.  



The General Meeting of the Academy of Sciences is the supreme collegiate governing 

body of the Academy of Sciences. Its members are: Chairman of the Presidium of the Academy 

of Sciences; members of the Presidium of the Academy of Sciences; Academicians and 

corresponding members; heads of scientific organizations administered by the Academy of 

Sciences; representatives of research organizations administered by the Academy of Sciences, 

elected by scientific (scientific and technical) councils of these organizations by secret ballot for 

a term of five years with the right of withdrawal and replacement; as well as representatives of 

scientific organizations, ministries and other republican authorities, institutions providing higher 

education (up to 20% of the General Meeting), elected by secret ballot by scientific (scientific 

and technical) councils of those organizations of the Republic of Belarus for a period of five 

years with the right of withdrawal and replacement. 

 

Structure 

 

The main research and scientific-organizational units of the National Academy of 

Sciences of Belarus are the Departments of the Academy of Sciences which unite Academicians 

and Corresponding Members of the Academy of Sciences from one or more areas of science, 

coordinate the activities of scientific and other organizations in the relevant fields of science 

allotted for the departments by the Presidium of the Academy of Sciences. The Department is 

headed by Academician-Secretary, who is a member of the Presidium of the Academy of 

Sciences and appointed to the post by the Presidium of the Academy of Sciences decision. 

At present NASB has in its organizational structure seven Departments: 

 

- The Department of Agrarian Sciences 

- The Department of Biological Sciences 

- The Department of Humanitarian Sciences and Arts 

- The Department of Medical Sciences 

- The Department of Physics, Mathematics and Informatics 

- The Department of Physical-Engineering Sciences 

- The Department of Chemistry and Earth Sciences 

 

Scientific councils and committees of the NASB which work under the NASB Presidium, 

the Departments or Research Institutes of the Academy, play an important role in the system of 

coordination of scientific activities. There are also the NASB Ecological Commission, the 

Belarusian Committee on the UNESCO Programme "Man and the Biosphere", National 

Committee of Belarus on the International Program of Geological Correlation, the NASB 

Commission on a History of Science, the Republican Toponimical Commission, and the 

Republican Terminological Commission in the Academy. Together with scientific councils they 

carried out the control on performance of the programs of scientific research, rendered scientific-

methodical, consulting and expert help to high educational institutions, branch research institutes 

and other organizations of the Republic, participated in realization various scientific-

organizational measures. 

 

Activities 

 

The National Academy of Sciences of Belarus concentrates its scientific and 

technological potential on the most important national problems within the framework of state 

priorities of scientific and technical and research activities. The financing of these research 

works is carrying out from the state budget of Belarus. 

Organization of the National Academy of Sciences of Belarus carried out a considerable 

volume of research and developments within the framework of the presidential, national 

economic, social, scientific and technical, international programs, innovative projects, as well as 



within the framework of research grants of some domestic and foreign funds and foundations 

(The Belarusian Republican Foundation for Fundamental Research (BRFFR), United Nations 

Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO), The International Science and 

Technology Center (ISTC), The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), etc.). 

Besides, the Academy's organizations make contracts with industrial and agricultural 

enterprises, health services and other branches of national economy, which play a prominent role 

in financing the research and developments. 

 

International relations 

 

NASB develops scientific and scientific-technical cooperation and fruitful business 

relations with foreign partners all over the world and represents Belarus in such international 

scientific bodies as the International Council for Science (ICSU), the All European Academies 

(ALLEA), the InterAcademy Panel on International Issues (IAP), the International Association 

of Academies of Sciences (IAAS), the International Centre for Scientific and Technical 

Information (ICSTI), the International Union for Pure and Applied Biophysics (IUPAB), the 

International Congress of Mechanical Engineering Societies (ICOMES), the International Centre 

for Heat and Mass Transfer (ICHMT). 

The Academy has bilateral agreements on scientific cooperation with Academies of 

Sciences or similar scientific institutions of Arab Republic of Egypt, Armenia, Austria, Bulgaria, 

Cuba, Czech Republic, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Finland, France, Germany, 

Great Britain, India, Kazakhstan, Lithuania, Republic of China, Republic of Korea, Republic of 

South Africa, Macedonia, Poland, Russia, Serbia, Slovak Republic, Slovenia, Sweden, Ukraine, 

USA, etc. 

 

http://fond.bas-net.by/
http://www.unesco.org/
http://www.istc.ru/
http://www.iaea.org/

