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Essentially a society of scholars, the “Académie des Inscriptions et Belles-Lettres” brings its 
members together because of their common interest in research in the humanities. The Academy 
represents a very long tradition of scholarship whose international influence has inspired invaluable 
support. It plays an essential role in the advancement of historical, archaeological, and philological 
scholarship. According to its charter, the Academy "is primarily concerned with the study of the 
monuments, the documents, the languages, and the cultures of the civilizations of antiquity, the Middle 
Ages, and the classical period, as well as those of non-European civilizations." The active involvement 
of the Academy as well as that of its individual members in the progress of the humanities through the 
study of everything that is related to human activity and creativity, places it in a privileged position within 
the current academic community. 
 
The Academy, as set forth in its charter, plays an important role in fostering scholarship, both through 
the awards it bestows, as well as through the presentation of scholarly papers during its meetings. 
During these meetings, scholarship and discoveries of international and national importance are 
presented and discussed. The Academy is also distinguished by its constant publishing activities that 
render it one of the great sources of French scholarly publication. As a national authority, it also serves 
as the guardian and evaluator of various important French institutions. It is also considered as an expert 
to be consulted by government authorities on questions within its domain. 
 
Thus, one can justifiably consider the “Académie des Inscriptions et Belles-Lettres” both as a 
"conservatory" (a place where human memory is "saved" and kept alive) and as a "laboratory" (a place 
that is alive and flourishing where research on human societies and cultures is taking place). 
 


