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Preliminary assumptions: 

 

Digital form of preservation and dissemination will 

replace paper 

 

Substantial distinction of raster reproduction  

vs. encoding of text 

 

Only encoded text allows for automatic analysis/treatment 

 

Principles governing Turing Universal Machine are the 

basis for automatic treatment of information 



Objects of treatment: 

 

Manuscripts, ancient - medieval - modern 

 

Printed books, Renaissance - modern - 

contemporary 

 

At first glance it is clear that the preservation of 

information in digital form has problems 









Text and information 

 

Text as vehicle of information (Textlinguistik, Dressler). 

Content, layout, script, graphematic idiosyncracies 

 

The original object (book) contains more information 

than the alphanumerical sequence 



Technical (digital) aspects 

 

Invisible source file 

 

Representation of graphemes/glyphs/alphabemes 

 

Standards for text composition: 

ASCII - SGML - TEI - XML [ + related software] 

TeX, troff vs. wysiwyg  



0000000 111 156 040 164 150 151 163 040 160 141 160 145 162 040 111 040 

          I   n       t   h   i   s       p   a   p   e   r       I 

0000020 167 151 163 150 040 164 157 040 160 162 145 163 145 156 164 040 

          w   i   s   h       t   o       p   r   e   s   e   n   t 

0000040 164 150 145 040 162 141 164 151 157 156 141 154 145 040 141 156 

          t   h   e       r   a   t   i   o   n   a   l   e       a   n 

0000060 144 040 164 150 145 040 146 151 162 163 164 012 162 145 163 165 

          d       t   h   e       f   i   r   s   t  \n   r   e   s   u 

0000100 154 164 163 040 157 146 040 141 040 163 164 165 144 171 054 040 

          l   t   s       o   f       a       s   t   u   d   y   , 

0000120 164 150 145 040 147 157 141 154 040 157 146 040 167 150 151 143 

          t   h   e       g   o   a   l       o   f       w   h   i   c 

0000140 150 040 151 163 040 156 157 164 040 151 155 155 145 144 151 141 

          h       i   s       n   o   t       i   m   m   e   d   i   a 

0000160 164 145 154 171 012 143 154 145 141 162 054 040 151 164 040 155 

          t   e   l   y  \n   c   l   e   a   r   ,       i   t       m 

0000200 141 171 040 145 166 145 156 040 163 145 145 155 040 117 132 111 

          a   y       e   v   e   n       s   e   e   m       O   Z   I 

0000220 117 123 117 054 040 164 150 145 162 145 146 157 162 145 040 151 

          O   S   O   ,       t   h   e   r   e   f   o   r   e       i 

0000240 164 040 156 145 145 144 163 040 163 157 155 145 012 160 162 145 

          t       n   e   e   d   s       s   o   m   e  \n   p   r   e 

0000260 154 151 155 151 156 141 162 171 040 167 157 162 144 163 040 157 

          l   i   m   i   n   a   r   y       w   o   r   d   s       o 

0000300 146 040 152 165 163 164 151 146 151 143 141 164 151 157 156 056 

          f       j   u   s   t   i   f   i   c   a   t   i   o   n   . 

0000320 040 106 151 162 163 164 040 157 146 040 141 154 154 054 040 111 

              F   i   r   s   t       o   f       a   l   l   ,       I 

0000340 040 167 157 165 154 144 012 162 145 143 141 154 154 040 164 150 

              w   o   u   l   d  \n   r   e   c   a   l   l       t   h 

 



Organization of research 

 

Taxonomy of disciplines 

Is Digital Humanities independent? 

Is it necessary or useful? 

 

Academic teaching 

Training of DH specialists 


