"Openness Is a scientifically

and socletally relevant part of
a published article's quality”

Jan Velterop 1 Vienna i April 2016



Openness IS rarely
seen (yet?) as a crucial
element when judging a
] our nal qualityt |



Quality Is mostly what
journal editors and peer
reviewers deem an article
to have T however
arpitrary and subjective.



How right are they?
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lleal-lymphoid-nodular hyperplasia, non-specific colitis, and
pervasive developmental disorder in children

A J Wakefleid, S M Murch, A Arthorry, J Unnall, O M Casson, M Mabk, M Beralowitz, A P Dhillon, M A Thomson,

P Harvey, A Valentine, S E Daves, J A WakerSmith

Summary

Boackground We investigated 3 consecutive seres of
chiltren with chvonic  emerocolitis ard  fegressive
cavelopmertal Csdrder.

Methods 12 cnilcren [mean age 6 yoors [range 3-10], 11
20ys) wore foferres 10 3 paeciateis gastroenteroiogy unit
with & Nstory of normal developmect followed by loss of
acquired skills, Including language, 1ogether with Ciarmoed
e abdomiral 2N, Chilron unSerwon
gastroentenniogical, nouoiogcdl, ane  developmental
assessment anc  review of Cevelopmental  foCoe0s.
Heocolonoscopy and Dicpsy sampling. MAagnetic1escnante
imagrg (MR}, slecteoencophaicgraphy (EEG), an¢ lumbar
puncture were done under sodation. Sarium follow theough
mocgrachy was cone where possibie, Blochemicyl,
Faemstoiogical, &¢ Immundicgical  profiles  wore
examined.

Findings Crsat of bonpvioutal symatoms was asscch
by the porents, with messies, mumps. and
voccination in eight of the 32 children, with
infociion In one child, and olitis media In a2

childeon Pac  irtestingl  abaormalile
ymphoid noduiar hyperpiasia to
Higtology showod patchy chronic in

tiam (nine), Cisintegrat
postviral or yxcinal ¢
focal meurciogkal of

Ss0cioted gastromtesting
8! regression in o growp of
L which was genraly associates
possitie emvdronmental triggers.

efarmatory Bowel Disease Study Geausd, University Departments
of Medicine and Histopathology (A J Wokefiala mos, A Anthony v,
) Unegil o, A P Ollicn wacr e, § € Dinies wacr o) and the
Ualversity Degartiments of Pasdistric

(S M Murch ve, DM Casson wacr, M Madix wacr,
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m
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pochlatnc  asenments  were dooe by
(PH, MB) with HMS+4 cnoena. Developmental
8 review of prospective developesenaal recoeds
health vigton, and general peacttionen. Four
children d nes undergo payseh o hospnal; B
mmmw«wum« $0 Thise FMOMTMES
were wied as e basils for e dehuvioursd disgnoss,

After Dowel prepanation, ieocoloaoscepy wis performed by
SHM o¢ MAT under sofanon with sidarclam and pethadine.
Paired frozen and foemals-fived myocosal biopay sasiples were
mken from e ormioal  Srums  Cending,  TTANSYENe,
descending, «nd sgmoad colons, and from e rectum. The
procedure was reconded by wideo or wull images, and were
mcvcrd with mages of e pmmm sven  Cotmecutive

P 3 pacs (foas pocs and G
on child with m).mmmm
reporsod I 0 the % | eum B
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Also usder sed
(MRI}, o Salograpty (EEG) mxdoding viesal braes
nmudnm.ndmm&:dm[mm
made theee posaible), and Jembar puncture were done.

Laboratory irvastigations

Thyreed  funcuon, serum  loog-chain  fasty  aokds, aod
cercbrospinab Ouid Jactate were memsured 10 exchade known
ovses  of ldhood  neurodepencrative  dincase.  Urnaey

methyimalosic scud was me din doen urine e fhoe
wdmu:uammu hed and hed
g dification of 3 techniqee descrbod

previously,! Chromasograms  were  soanodd  digrally <o
computer, 0 analyse the methyimalonic-acsd zones Bom Cascs
nnd c\nm)h Uninary sseOnlnalonioeacid cosdemrations o
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Radiology (A Valerane racx), Roywl Free Hospital and Sohool of
Medicine, Lendon NW3 200, UK
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In the same blogpost by Prof Curt Rice mentioned before: Surely a measure

of quality?

Commenting on an observation on replicability In
The New Yorker:

NThe most I

strength of evidence] Is az jre:; regression to

the mean. As the exp4 cpeated, that Is, an
earl vy l cal fl uke get
Curt:

nNYert | spectasukardytot statisticdl feukes

that Increase the odds of getting published in a high
prestigpej our nal . o



Or Is quality, illusionary or
not, just a bureaucratic
necessity In the scientific ego-
system??



NNot everything t hi;
counts, and not everything that counts
can be counted

Quote often attributed to Einstein, possibly apocryphally




naturesort of agrees ; but Naturedidn ao irony in 2006

Indeed!



