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About EMBO 
 

• European Molecular Biology Organization 

(Maria Leptin, Director) 

• Founded 1964, Heidelberg, DE 

• Funded by the European Molecular Biology 

Conference 

– 31 Member and Associate Member States 

– 2 Cooperation Agreements 

• Advancing policies for a world-class European 

research environment 

 



Programmes 
 

• Members 

• Fellowships 

• Young Investigators 

• Courses and Workshops 

• Science Policy 

• Scientific publishing: EMBO Press 

 





Scientific publishing 

The publication of scientific 

information is intended to 

move science forward. More 

specifically, the act of 

publishing is a quid pro quo in 

which authors receive credit 

and acknowledgment in 

exchange for disclosure of 

their scientific findings. 



1. Transparent review 

2. Scooping Protection 

3. Referee Cross-Commenting 

4. Single Round 

5. Fast Process 

6. Source Data 

7. Approachable Editors 

8. Informed Evaluation 

9. Manuscript Transfers 

10. Flexible Formatting 

11. Pre-publication screening 

Core principles and services 











What it does not say 
 

• Metrics based research assessment is wrong 
• JIF is useless 
• Citations are a flawed metric  
• There is a simple alternative 
• Publishers are to blame 
• Metrics providers are to blame 



 

 

 

 

Publishing/policy interface  

• Preprint servers 
- ArXiv/BioArXiv 

- ASAPbio 

• Assessing contributors of data 

(microattribution) (extend DORA?) 

• Identification of authors and 

contributors 

• Formal and informal post-publication 

review 

 









EMM submission 

Fraud or Beautification? 



Pre-publication image screening 

pre-pub 

check  

% ‘issues’ 

2013 215 20.9 

2014 289 20.4 
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Need for training 



Consortia Advancing 

Standards in Research 

Administration Information: 

Contributor Roles Taxonomy 



Open Researcher and 

Contributor ID 





 

 

 

 

What or who needs to be responsible? 

 

• The system?  

• The individual? 

• “Science”? 

• Scientists? 



Asilomar 1975 




